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NEO-NAZISM IN WEST GERMANY

The character of right-wing extremism in the Federal Republio has undegpw
gone extensive transformations in the seventies. As elactoral suppord

for the extreme Right declined, a whole range of new groupings emerged
pursuing a militant extra-parliamentary strategy. Essential characterw
~istics are an increasing tendency to use violence and a close ideoclogical
affinity to the NSDAP. They attract a growing number of young peoples

The increasing susceptibility of young people %o rightist ideoclogies
coincides with an sconomioc recession of whioh young people easpecially ave
the victims. Widespread ignorance about Nazism and the prevalence of
anti-democratic political attitudes constitute important sontributary
factors and point to a considerable potential for right-extremism in the
Federal Republic. This potential can be attributed to the negative
affacty of much of the material dealing with the NS past, to serious de=
~ficiencies in the area of historical-political education in schools and
above all, to the absence of any real process of ‘coming to terms with

the past’ in the postwar period.

Neo-Nazism is not completely isolated from other trends in West German
gociety. Rightist elements within the established party system and broad
sections of the population hold similar views and attitudes. This
similarity, linked with an over-exaggerated concern with a perceived
threat from the extreme Left may explain the absence of any concerted
effort to deal with neo=Nazi tendencies. The response of the courts
exemplifies a widespread tendency to under-estimate the significance of
the extreme Right. Opposition to the Right is restrioted primarily to

those circles which suffered most under the Nazi regime.

The analysis suggests that one must reject the simplistic view that at
the present time the Right does not constitute a serious threat to

West German democracy.

The study evaluates the wide range of views to be found in secondayy sourcss
on the subject of neo=Naziem and is intended to contribute to the on=golng
disocugsion concerning the potential for rvright-exbremism in West Uermany.
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INTRODUCTION

The Development of Right-extremism in Postwar Germany

1. The immediate pogtwar period

The most striking feature of the firat few months after the
cegsation of hostilities in 1945, not least to the victor powers
themselves, was the total lack of activity on the extreme Right in
Germaﬁygl The generally expscted Nazi underground or guerrilla
activity did not materialize. This was a surprising turn of events
in the wake of what had been no ordinary "run-of-the-mill dictator-
ship"2 but a regime which had enjoyed considerable popular support
and which had attempted the total regimentation of society. During
the 12 years of Nazi rule few people had escaped involvement in one

3 Separate organisations

or more of the organisations run by the NSDAP.
had been set up for teachers,; lawyers, doctors, farmers, sch@@lwﬁhildr%ﬁ
and students = the 'NS-Lehrerbund', °‘NS-Rechtswahrerbund?, 'NS=Arzte-
~hund?, ‘ReichsniZhrstand’,'NS-Schiilerbund® and ‘lIS~Deutscher -Studenten-
~bund?, respectively. For industrial workers there was the 'Deutsche
Arbeitsfront' with a membership of approximately 25 million (almost

half the total CGerman populaticn)4 and for German women the NH-Frauen-

schaft's Although membership in these organisations is not a reliable




indicator of National Socialist convictions, one should not undeps
estimate their influence, This is particularly true as far as the
'"Hitler Jugend' (HJ) is concerned., "It was that generation which
tlie Hitler Youth had inculcated with the National Socialist Welte
~anschaung (ideology) which furnished the most convinced and fanatical
followers of éhe Pihrer, Adolf Hitler."5 In addition one must
consider the tens of thousands of individuals who had belonged to
the SA or the S5S and, last but not least, those who had been members
~of the NSDAP itself, By 1937 there were over 700,000 individuals in
leadership positions of one type or another within the party. This
figure increased to approximately 2 million during the war yearse7
One explanation for the failure of this considerable potential
to regroup and resist the occupying powers was that the severe mental
and physical exhaustion of everyone in Germany at this Hme and the
almost total lack of even the most essential services meant that the
psychological preconditions for oppositional activity were absent.
Survival, not resistance was the watchword of the hour. Even later,
however, when, with the alleviation of some of the most pressing
problems, political questions had once agein become meazningful, neither
openy nor clandestine attempts at reconstituting some form of Nazi
organisation were in evidence, Although it would be easy to see in
this the total discrediting of radical nationaliam if not by the
excesses of the Nazi era then at least by its eventual failure, the
true reason for the absence of Nazi activity at this time, as later
developments clearly underlined, lay in the occupation, Initially
a general ban had been imposed on political activity in Germany and

when the allies did permit the founding of political parties they weve




subject to strict licensing prodecures which énsured that only demos
=cratic, anti-facist organisations emergeds. The formation of under=
—~ground rightist groupings was effectively precluded by the fact that
as a result of the de-Nazification measures undertaken by the allies,
all potential leaders and large numbers of potential members of such
groupings were either in hiding or found themselves in allied internment
camps e

Consequently the first stirrings on the Right9were by organisations
initiated by conservative nationalists who had either been former
opponents of Nazism or who at least had not been-sewxiously compromised
by their involvement with it. Examples of such groupings are, in the
British zone, the Cerman Reconstruction Party (DAP) founded hy Wulle
and Von Ostau, two former conservative revolutionary opponents of the
Hitler regime, and the German Conservative Paxty (DKP) founded hy the
traditionalist, i.e. Wilhelmine conservative, Wilhelm Jaeger (these
two parties merged in 1946 becoming the German Rightist Party =
Conservative Association, later to be known as the DKP-DRP) and in the
American zone, Heinrich Leuchtgens' National Democratic Party (NDP),
From the very beginning these early groupings were racked by internal
struggles which were eventually to lead to large scale splintering,
Initial tension between traditional conservative and conservative
revolutionary elements was soon replaced by a more serious ooﬁflict
hetween conservative and national socialist forces. As a result of
their adoption of a more agressive stance in an attempt to mobilize
those groups in which they saw their largest potential elsctoral support,
namely "in the masses of denazified and disadvantaged secondwclass
citizens, as well as in the declasses, unemployed, and bitter masses of
expelleea"1? thess early parties had managed to attract a younger group

of men whose political roots lay not in the conservative paytiss of fhe




Weimar Republic but in the Nazi party and the Hitler youth organisation
of the "Third Reich"l% Furthermore it was in those areas where this
younger group of more extreme nationalists had become dominant that

the most significant electoral successes of the far Right had been

achieved. Examples are the 10% of the popular vote obtained by the

DRP in Goettingen during the 1947 land elections and the 8.1% obtained

by the same grouping in Lower Saxony at the time of the 1949 Federal
electionsy This Lower Saxony result meant that the more extrems DRP
had obtained 2/3 of the total votes cast for the DKP=DRP, Rightist

electoral successes at this time did not then lead, as one might have

expected, to a certain consolidation of right-wing forces but rather

had the effect of augmenting internal tensions within the various

groupings. Moreover'...the abolition of licensing requirements under

the new constitution and the clear indication that large masses of
disaffected, resentful, and economically insecure people were willing

once more to engage in radical-nationalist politics led scores of

radical, would-be leaders to assume attitudes of uncompromising
inflexibility in their ambitious and egotistic pursuit of sole authoritarian
power"lg The most important of the numerous new groups to emerge at

this time was the SRP.

ii The Socialist Reichs Party (SRP)

If at the time of the first elections to the Parliament of the new West
German state there still remained any lingering doubts as to whether
radical nationalism had been finally laid to rest or not, the character
and the development of the SRP must have dispelled them. The paxty
was founded in early October 1949 by a number of individuals who had
gither been expelled or who had resigned from the DRP as a result of

conflicts betwsen them and more 'moderate! elements within that party.




A cursory look at the composition of this group of more overtly extremist
militants gives a first indication of the chayacter and the function of
the party. It was a very homogeneous group as regards both their social
and professional backgrounds and their political past in that the majority
had had university educations and ceme from upper middle class families
and in that over half of them had become members of the NSDAP or of

the SA or SS prior to 1933 and had subsequently held political office
under the Nazis, some in high and responsible positionalé Iikewise
theirp exﬁeriences after 1945 were very similar in that most of themn
underwent extensive internment for their Nazi activities and suffered g
"disastrous loss of status, income and prestige"l4as a reault of the
defeat of the Nazi regime, For these men only a complete reversal of

the trend of history seemed to offer any prospects of malvation,

Elections and voter profile

At its first appearance in a Land-wide election the SRP gathered
almost 367,000 votes or over 11% of all votes cast managing not only to
draw support from previously tapped rightist potentials (eg,the DRP)
but also proving itself capable of attracting large numbers of voters
who had apparently been successfully integrated into postwar German
society through the bourgeois parties CDU, FDP and DP, thershy revealing
the lability of the bourgeois voter potential and consequently of the
support for the new Federal Republic. The party represented a threat
to postwar German democracy which the authorities were obviously not
prepared to tolerate and in November 1951 the Pederal Conatitutional
Court was requested to begin proceedings against it The SRP was then

formally bamned on 23 Octoher 1952,




In view of this ban which prevents an empirical study of‘thefﬁruh.

~ther development of the party, it is important not to over—estlmateﬁthe
significance of this one outstanding electoral victory, since for a true
assessment of the right-radical potential in the early years of the‘Federal
" Republic one woPld need to know whether the SRP would have held this pos-
-ition or even have bettered it and have become established on the right
of postwar German politics, or whether it would have declined in much the
same way as later rightist parties. The question as to what would have
been the fate of the SRP had it not been banned is, in fact, very diffi-
—-cult to answer., To base an analysis, for example, on results obtained
by the party in post-May 1951 elections is clearly unsatisfactory. Not
only did these election results, as a consequence of factors specific to
the SRP (e.G. the fact that in some areas an SRP organisation had only
Just been created when it had to go to the polls) and as a consequence
of official and unofficial harrassment by the authorities, not reveal
the true potential of the SRP, but, in addition, these results did not
indicate even a very general trend. Whereas, for example, in some diste
~ricts the SRP could show large increases over previous results, in
others they remained relatively stable and in some the party lost votes.15

A look at the voter profile of the SRP does, however, give certain
insights into this problem in that it shows that the party did not in
fact possess a stable socio=economic following. Tauber points out, for
example, looking at Lower Saxony, that whilst on the one hand "the voting
masses come primarily from the Northern districts, in which close to half
of the population (..,) follow agricultural pursuits and where the farme
~ing pattern is characterized primarily by large~scale operations®, on
the other hand, "the heaviest electoral turnout for the 8RP included such
ocities as Emden, Wilhelmshaven and Oldenburg"@lé This would meem to ine

~dicate that ewogeneous factors playsd a large role in the ERPis electien




successes. Tauber does in fact quote positive evidence tp:thiS)foegﬁ
when he notes that 'the areas with the highest unemployment .ﬁg.ewerewyx
precisély the ones in which the SRP drew the heaviest vote"el7 Thig
tallies with Rowold's interpretation which points out the correlation
between SRP successes in Schleswig - Holstein and Lower Saxony and the
severe social tensions in these Laender caused by unemployment, the lack
of adequate housing and the massive refugee influxal8 If one can draw
any general conclusions from this analysis; it is then that there would
appear tb be a close link between right-extremism and high levels of
unemployment and other symptoms of instability. This correlation is Une
derlined by Ashkenasi when he asserts that the severe decline in the
membership of the SRP prior to its banning was above all attributable

to the fact that the unsure social conditions of 1949 and 1950 were
giving way to the 'Wirtschaftswunder', that the high rate of unemployment
was melting away and consequently, slowly but surely, the potential basisz
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of support for the party was being eroded, although one should not
underestimate in this respect the effect of other factors such as the
severe internal problems of the party resulting from ideological and

tactical differences.

Party statutes and party practise,zo programmezland ideology

Finally one can make some further brief comments on ths partlicular
nature of the SRP. An examination of the party statutes reveals a hiew
~rarchical command structure conflicting directly with the stipulation
of Article 21 of the Basic Law which requires that the internal omier of
political parties must correspond to democratic prinecipless However; as
the members of the PFederal Constitutional Court stated at the time of ite

hanning, the authoritarian character of the SRP (and one might add its




similarity to the NSDAP) became even clearer if one analysed the party
practise. The F.C.C. notes in this respect the favouring of ‘those party
members who had joined the party early, the arbitrary exclusion of mem=
~bers and the obvious desire of the party leadership to turn the SRP into
~a political cadre organisation based on the principle of unconditional
obedience, Of éignificance also is the fact that membership of the party

was inadmissible for those who had been persecuted during the "Third

Reich' as a result of their political beliefs and for those who had been

implicated in the 20 July conspiracy.

Although the party programme contained an explicit acceptance of
democracy and of the concept of the "Rechtsstaat? (constitutional state),
a closer analysis of the SRP ideology, its pseudo = socialism, its neg-

—ation of the plurality and of the heterog y of society and its
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suppression of the rights of the individual in favour of the whole, the

Wolk?, the 'Nation'; revealed the affinity of the party to th

(]

NSDAP.

Moreover it clearly did not accept the new republic. Its programme con=
—-tained an explicit demand for the restoration of the 'Reich'., In fact

the SRP made very little attempt to hide its identification with the
National Socialist experiment., Statements such as "Germany would be
better off today if we had a man like Adolf Hitler again" and "I think

the policies of the National Socialist Party would be for the.most part
correct for today's situation" were not uncommon among SRP party officials,
In Gottingen the head of the SRP spoke of the Nazi party as the "SRP's

22
great predecessor',

iii The German Reichs Party. (DRP)

The German Reichs Party was founded in January 1950 by elements within




the Lower Saxony organisation of the DKP~DRP who, as a result of their
agressive nationalist stance, had found themselves in conflict with the.
zonal i.e. conservative leadership. The party was characterized initially
by its inability to compete with the more openly extremist SRP as the May
1951 Land election in Lower Saxony clearly showed. Whilst the latter
experienced a resounding success, the DRP lost 75% of its following of
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a year before, In addition, its organisation began to undergo severe
strain when "not only individual activists, but entire local and district
organisations....deserted to the SRP"24

With the suppression of the SRP in October 1952, however, the DRP -
remained as the dominant force on the extreme Right and its leadership
could look to the future with a certain amount of optimism. Subsequent
developments showed that any such optimism was ill-founded. In the 1953
Federal elections the DRP managed only 1.1% of the national vote., This
percentage fell to 1.0 in 195725and in 1961 (0.8%) the DRP lost 15% of °
its 1957 electoral support.26 There. are several explanations for fhe
disastrous performance of the Right during this period. One factor, and
one which gained in importance as a result of changes in the electoral
law27which had the effect of favouring larger, broader based parties at
the expense of smaller, regionally based groupings, was the inability of

the far Right to present a united front. Programmatic, ideological and

tactical differences combined with "the egotism of the several party

leaders and the absence...of any personality of such sovereign leader-
~ship qualities as to command the loyalty of the scores of would-be
Fﬁhrers"zeto preclude any effective alliance. Secondly the DRP, the
largest organisation on the Right, was paralysed by continual internal
difficulties. In the late fifties a new conflict, in addition to that
which had characterized the Right since the very beginning i.e. that

between national conservative and national socialist oriented forces, had




emerged within the party, namely that between extremist neutralists: and

those who; in order to open the party towards the bourgeois right in an
attempt to reverse its electoral fortunes, were willing to accept a more
pro-western, a more moderate position. The third and by for the most
important factor impeding a successful showing at the polls was, however,
the rapid econémic progress achieved during this period., The SRP successes
of the early fifties had been founded on the disastrous economic situa-
~tion prevailing at that time, Later developments showed that as pros-

—perity returned, so the potential support for the SRP was slowly eroded.

The consistent electoral failure of the DRP throughout the fifties and

the early sixties underlines the marginality of radical nationalism at

times of economic stability and prosperity.

iv  The National Democratic Party of Germany (NDP)

The NED was founded on the 28 November 1964 and was the end product of

a series of negotiations - most of which had foundered on the egotism of
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the individual leaders”™ - initiated by the DRP in an attempt to bring

about a merger between the numerous rightist splinter groups in prepara-
~tion for the 1965 Federal elections. Despite NPD assertions to the
contrary it was clear that very few groups in fact participated in this
venture and that by no means did the new party represent a true union of
the right-wing forces. There seemed little likelihood then of the NPD
being able to reverse the disastrous fortunes suffered by the extreme
Right since the early fifties. The initial development of the party

seemed to confirm this. One year later however the party experienced a

rapid growth in membership and electoral support and in the years 1966
to 1968 entered 7 Land parliaments with an average vote of 7.6%. In 1969

. 0
with 4.3% it only just failed to enter the Federal parllament.3 These




NPD successes constituted a significant reversal of what had been a dome~
~inant trend in the development of the West German Pamty gsystem since -
the fifties, namely a ¢lear decline of small 'non-established! parties
with a concomitant concentration of the electorate on the Yestablished’
parties, the CDU/CSU, SPD and the FDP.31 This reversal was, however, to
be shortlived. The 1969 election results, although revealing that the
NPD still enjoyed considerable support, were disappointing in.view of
earlier showings at the polls in the Laender and signified the beginning
of a downward trend, a trend which was to continue and become more severe
in the following period. In 1972 the party managed only 0,6% in the

Federal elections and 1976 saw a further decline to OaB%ejg

Voter reservoirs,

Barly studiesiﬁof WPD electoral support seemed to confirm the premige
that this party wes simply a new version of t.e NSDAP supported predomi=
-nantly by former National Socialists. They showed a clear over-repres—
=entation of the older generation and successfully demonstrated extensive
similarities between the regional centres of gravity of the NPD and the
NSDAP and between the socio~economic profiles of their supporters. The
majority of later studies, however, indicated that this was a considerable
over-simplification and stressed that it was not so much the similarities
with the NSDAP which characterized the NPD but above all the mimilarities
with the social structure of West German society. The young and the old
were almost proportionally represented although thers was a slight overe
representation of that generation which had spent its formative years
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under the Wational Socialist regime, It became clear that the NPD was

neither a middle=class party nor was its support drawn sxclusively from

traditional rightist reservoirs., Although Catholics were, for example,
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injtially underrepresenteéd, Maier/Bott”“noted a olear tendency fowards &




more proportional representation. Although the self-employed farmers,
traders and members of the liberal professions were slightly overrepres=
—ented (Kuhnl argues that this slight overrepresentation is adequate evie
—dence of a fascist social structuresé) the NPD effectively mobjilized
large numbers of workers., Large cities and industrial areas were not
immune to the‘NPD in the same way as they had been to the NSDAPQ57 This
would seem to indicate that one of the 'traditional' barriers against
right=-extremism is no longer effectivee38 Warnecke notes that one pogse
~ible explanation for this may be that "the well organised, ideologically
confident pre-war workers' movement has broken down. As a result of thia
decline, many workers feel socially and psychologically adrift and are,
therefore, more vulnerable to nationalistic and fascistic appaalﬁ"@§9

4

Liepelt's detailed study Oof HPD voter reservoirs gives some indjece
=ation of the type of workers involved, 8Semi = and uhskilled workers
were particularly susceptible, This Liepelt attributes above all to the
fact that it is this category of worker who felt especially threatened by
the negative economic developments at this time. How an individual saw

his economic future was according to Liepelt a key factor as regards that

individual's willingness to vote for the NPD, although, as both Liepelt

and Niethammer point out, this is only the case when a certain 'ideological
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predisposition' is present. A second group of workers involved were
those who did not have links with a trade=union or did not héve links

with a church and especially those who had links with neither, Again both
Niethammer and Liepelt see non-membership of a trade-union or a church aa
one of the most important factors contributing to the willingness of an
individuzl to vote for the NPD, although neither of these criteria would
geem to be significant in the case of workers in large firms who Yag &
result of theilr contact with the world of work (arbeitswalt)me@am T
~quently come into contact with the views and ideas of empl@yaaﬁ@“4g A

third category was workers in small firme for whom a middle=oclass congole



~pusness was often charactefistics

An analysis of the NPD voter profile shows, in addition to an’ incre
~easing susceptibility of workers to the extreme Right, that the NPD did
not possess a stable socio—economic following suggesting that exogeneous
factors played a large role in its successes. The rapid growth of the
party and, within the space of a few years, the equally rapid decline,
above all in view of the fact that the NPD, apart from a certain modern=
~ization, contributed nothing really new to what the far Right had been
offering throughaout the fifties,; would appear to confirm thisﬁ45 Factors
which are put forward are the economic crisis of the late sixties, unrest
among the student population and the "Grand Coalition® which led to an
iopposite vacuum', It is of significance that the decline of the party
after 1969 coincided with the emergencé of a strong opposition (the CDU)

in the system and with a certain consolidation of the economic sifuatian.
Development and sociology of membership and leadership groups.

Within one year the newly founded NPD increased its membership from
less than 4,000 (3,500 former DRP members plus a few hundred from its
partners e.g. the DP) to 13,700.44 By the end of 1966 membership had
almost doubled to 25,000 with the DRP representing at this time only 1/7
of the total membership453nd attained 28,000 in 1967, & combination of
the failure to overcome the 5% barrier in the 1969 Federal elections,
disappointing results in 6 Lander elections in 1970.and a stabilization
of the economic situation resulted, however, in a dramatic fall in abaol=
—ute membership from 28,000 in 1969 to 21,000 in 1970, This tyend oontie-
—nued throughout the seventies so that by the end of 1978 8,500 wembers
only remained?46 although it should be noted that this is etill mows than

double the original membership in 1964 .
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Unlike the NPD electoral support, the .composition of which: showed no
significant deviations from the social structure of the population, NED
membership, like that of the NSTAP, was marked by a considerable over- .
~representation of old middle class occupational groups. By the end of
1968 47% of the NPD's membership were either self-employed ox skilled
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workers in middle-class businessess. Workers were, however, represented
to a significantly higher degree than was the case with the NSDAP (NSDAP
1930, 28@1%4? NPD, 1970, 34%%9) and Rowold notes that due to a highex
proportion of workers joining the party since 1969, by 1971 the sociolo=
~gical structure of the party had been slightly modified to their advan-
wtagePO again underlining the increasing susceptibility of the working
class to right-extremism.

In view of the nature of the NPD as an alliance of various distinot
groupings, the leadership and power structures of the party are of par=
~ticular interest. Considering that the party was founded on the initiative
of the DRP and its leader Von Thadden and that the DRP was by far the
strongest of the groupings that merged, the make-up of the leadership
elite seems at first sight somewhat surprising. Thielen, formerly of
the CDU and the DP, was elected party chairman, whilst Von Thadden became
one of the three deputy chairmen, none of whom, except for Von Thadden,
came from the DRP.51 In 1965 of 9 Land chairmen only 2 came from the DRP,
with 2 from the GDP, 1 from the DP, the DNVP and the FDP and‘2 who had
not previously been organised in postwar Germany.,52 It was clear, however,
that this hardly reflected the true relationship of power within the
party. In reality Von Thadden and his colleagues from the DRP remained
firmly in control of both the party apparatus and the press, The old DHP
party journal 'Reichsruf' became the national democratic 'Deutsche Nache

-richten, the old DRP offices in Hannovexr became the new NPD offices,

all deputy positions in the party and the important pomitions in the

14




executive committees at Land level (finance, organisation, press and

53

propaganda) were filled with DRP forces, The filling of the repres-

—entative positions in the party with non-DRP members revealed itself to

be essentially a tactical move by Von Thadden to avoid the appearance = ...-
that the NPD was simply a continuation of the old, unsuccessful DRP uﬂaer
a new name.

By 1966 the original participants in the union of rightist forces
which was the NPD had been relegated to a minority as a result of the
magsive influx of new members. These new members, of neofascists as
they have been labelled by Niethammer, represented a new generation of
nationalists who, unlike the older generation of postfascists or Told
Nazis' who still clung to aspects of National Socialist tradition, adve
~ocated a modernized version of nationalism, a more pragmatic variety of
fascism354 A comparison of the 1964/65 and 1966 NPD Fedsral executive
committees shows that the increasing numerical strenglh of this new gen-
—gration of nationalists who '"were integrated apolitically into the Fed-
—eral Republic during the Adenauer period and now protest against the
loss of the anti - Communist Cold War ideology, which provided them with
some sense of ideological certainty and security"55 wag reflected at least
partially in the increased influence of neofascists in the NPD executive,
The comparison also shows, however, that this increase in influence was
effected solely at the cost of the DRP's former allies in thé party.
Whilst the DRP's representation in the executive remained constant, that
of its former allies sank from 1/2 to a 1/3 over the period in question.

At the Hannover party conference in 1967 the representation of the DRPis

allies declined further from 1/3 to 17%, that of the neofascists inereased
slightly to 28%, whilst that of the Von Thadden group, bearing little
relation to its numerical strength within the party or to membership

o/ 56

trends, increased to 550
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Whilst at Federal level the DRP group wés able to maintain its
influence, the picture at Land level was somewhat different., In 511
executive committees at this level the postfascists were, with on
average 35.5%, in a minority. A similar situation existed in NPD Land
parliamentary parties. Only 37% of MPs belonged to the DRP group957 Foyp
Niethammer this increasing influence of neofascists at Land %evel seemed
to indicate that the latter would eventually take over from the poste
fascist leadership and transform the NPD into a modern dynamic rightist

party.
Development after 1969

The electoral failure of the NPD resulted, on the one hand, in
conpiderable intermal disorders, with serious conflicts developing between
the leadership and particularly representatives of the younger gensration
within the party who advocated a much more militant stance, and, on the
other hand, with the emergence of numerous unauthorized extraparliamentary
action groups, in a tendency for the NPD to lose control of the right-
wing forces in the Federal Republic. Both of these trends were to con-
~tinue and be exacerbated throughout the seventies,

It wae in an attempt to control militant activism on the extreme
Right, to assert its influence and maintain its position as the dominant
rightist political grouping in the face of serious disintegrative ten-
~dencies that on the 5 October 1970 the so-called "Aktion Widerstand? (AW)
was founded. It was not a membership organisation but an extraparliamen—
tary alliance which foresaw the collective membership of whole ovganima-
wﬁioﬁsﬂ58 Its purpose, according to its statutes, was "the activation
and cooprdination of all political forces of the CGerman people who dige

~approve of the actions of the Federal CGovernment in connection with the

-
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Moscow treaty”@59 Although the NPD did not officially identify itself
with the AW960 the evidence suggests that it was in fact brought into
existence by leading Wational Democrats., The actual centre of the AW
was the Schuetz ~ Verlag in Hannover which had close links with the NPD
and the chairman and the majority of the deputy chairmen of the organie
~sation were NPD memberse61 According to security reports of the office
for the Protection of the Constitution the propaganda material of the AW
was financed by the NPD Federal executive committee and was passed on: to
party activists for distribution. Similarly 2 large demonstations carried
out in its name in 1970 were to a large extent organized and financed by

the INPDsG2

This attempt by the NPD to control militant activism on the Right
was largely unsuccessful and the party was unable to prevent the emergence
of unequivocally criminal tendenciesqé3 Moreover the party's association
with militant activism through its involvement with the AW was seen incye
-easingly by the party leadership (and especially Von Thadden) as being
prejudicial to the party's interests. The directorate therefore dissoce
iated itself from "all members and especially party officials,..who take
part in illegal acts, who do not attempt to prevent such acts or even
plan such acts”°64 Von Thadden emphasized that uncontrolled activiem was
"otal madness" (Saudummheit), gince this was the surest path to radical
escalation,65 that the party had to 'present itself as the party of orde:
wer",66 to dissociate itself from "confused or even half criminal revolws
autionaries"67and that the most important task of the NPD was to "win
votes"@68

The NPD then, rejected the extraparliamentary strategy which had
been embraced with the founding of the AW and returned to the concept it
had pursued earlier of a ‘moderate' electoral party. In addition Von

. it 09
Thadden increasingly stressed "the national and conservative positiona®




of the party work. Ashkenasi, drawing his evidence from the "Wertheimer
Manifest 70* and from copies of the party journal 'DN', notes that "the
NPD is stressing conservatism more and more in its official pronounces
~ments... This strong revival of conservatism in the NPD by forces within
the party whicﬁ were responsible earlier for the isolation and defeat
of the conservatives in the leadership group, is an element that has be-
=come more and more apparent since the Bundestag elections of 1969"ﬂ7o
The party membership and officials were, however, far from unanimous
in their support of the party leadership. Since 1969 an opposition group
of predominantly younger members with Dr. Poehlmann, the deputy party
chairman, at their head had emerged, which blamed Ven Thadden and his
supporters within the directorate for the poor showing of the party at
the polls and which was extremely critical of the "arbitrary leadership
gtyle" of the lattera7l The ideological and tactical stance taken by
Von Thadden came under increasing criticisms Dr. Poshlmann regularly
spoke out openly in defense of those members who were threatened with
expulsion from the party as a consequence of their participation in mil-

12

maintaining that one should '"not throw water on the emo-

)73

~itant actions
~tional fire" (das emotionelle Feuer nicht auf Sparflamme stellen) “and
his supporters, far from supporting a greater stress on conservatism,

were the advocates of a “social reformist, partially even, a social reve

14

—~olutionary"' "approach,

These oppositional elements within the NPD achieved little success
however@75 The 1969/70 internal security report noted that the ..."attempt
by predominantly younger officials to achleve a change ol personnel at
the head of the party, greater influence of the whole party over the
party organ 'Deutsche Nachrichten' and a clear disgsociation from the

radical theses of the professors Anrich and Von Gruenberg as from the
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"Politisches Lexikon' produced by the publishing house of Waldemar Schuetz
failed“a76 In fact, and this is indicative of the true extent of the
hold of the old DRP leadership over the party, at the Federal party con-
—~ference in February 1970, Von Thadden was reelected with a large major-
~ity. Both Anrich and Schuetz were elected to the party directorate,
The proportion of former DRP members in the directorate remained unchanged
(36%). 17

At the party conference in Holzminden in November 1971 the strugegle
for power within the party came to a head. Von Thadden suddenly annous
=nced that he would not stand again for the position of party chairman
and the much younger Martin Mussgnug was elected. At first sight this
change in leadership would seem to suggest that at long last power had
been transferred from the old DRP leadership group to the younger genaerw
=ation. A closer analysis shows that this was not in fact the case.
Mussgnug had in fact been Von Thadden® choice for the leadership and in
electing him the party conference had delivered a resounding 'no' to

Poehlmann78

and his colleagues who represented the younger oppositional
elements and who, a short time later, turned their back on the party and
founded with some 400 NPD members the 'Aktion Neue Reohte¢79 It is sign-
~ificant that Mussgnug, although admittedly at this time only 3% and in
that sense a representative of the younger generation was aléo an ex=DRP
man, which according to Ashkenasi at least, would seem to indicate a cere
~tain proclivity towards old National Socialist traditioneao The fact
that to date the party has still not dissociated itself from the racigte
biological theses put forward by Professor Anrich at the founding of the
party in 196481wou1d appear to confirm this point of view., The develop=
«ments at the party conference in Holzminden, far from signifying the

accession to power of the younger generation, here witness to Thadden's

gkill in maintaining the leadership role of the old DRP group and in
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disarming the opposition. The 1971 security report asserted that’at
Holzminden "...the old leadership team which with only a few changes in
personnel had determined the ideological and political course of the NPD
for years, consolidated its position"agremaining, with 12 out of 32 mem=
~bers; the strongest undivided faction in the party direotorate°83 The
party continued to cultivate its democratic image, to tone down its atte
~acks on the 'liberal democratic basic order' and to stress its Germans
national, conservative characteraa4

Although the election of Mussgnug as party leader and the secession
of the militant Poehlmann faction brought about a temporary lull in the
fighting, the view expressed in a circular from the Baden - Wuerttemberg
party organisation that with the “.,.in every respect consolidated party
directorate,;" the party had %,..once again found its clear course and
unityﬁ"BBGOnstituted a considerable exaggeration, If anything, in the
following period, the conflicts between the party leadership and the
youngér generation of NPD members was exacerbated to the extent that it
seemed likely that the party would lose control of its youth organisation
the 'JN', These conflicts were partially attributable to the failure of
the party to dissociate itself unequivocally from outmoded National Soci-
~glist tradition. In 1974 the JN announced an "inexorable" struggle
against all those "who belong to the NS-symbol squada"a6 More important
in this respect is, however, the fact that the caution of the NPD leader-
«ghip, its stress on the democratic, moderate nature of the party and on
conservatism contrasted strongly with the much more openly extremist
stance being adopted by the JN. Citing from 'Alternative'; the 1974 secw
~urity report notes that by employing the tactics of "revolutionary

legality, the antagonistic (beziehungslos) pluralist socieby'is to be

replaced by a 'mationalist people's republic', whereby, as far am the JN

. . ey R .
are concerned, it is not a question of "a few easy chairs in a parliament " /
ax < " ¥ )




This concept aroused considerable indignation in the party directorateea8

The language in JN publications became incréaéingly fascist ih’naturea89

In an undated copy of 'Der Pfeilt, for example, one can read "A criminal

clique directed from a distance by international big shots (Bonzen) has

seized Germany like a cancer; Its task: the final solution of the Gexrman

people by poisoning and by terror" and "An end to the machinations of the
old system parties! An end to the murderous red gangs in Germany} A
referendum to introduce the death penalty! Break the power of the big
shots; the parasites and the mass murderers (Volkszerstgrer}e"9o Else-
=where in the same journal one can read "lore and more German workers de—
=mand DEATH TO THE, RED FROWT (VOLKSFRONT VERRECKE)", Faradoxically then,
whilst seemingly rejecting outmoded National Socialist tradition, tha JN
have; by adopting a more and more agressive stance; in fact drawn closey 1
to National Socialism. Citing from the 1977 JW Federal Congresas in Osnae %
~briick, Kolinsky comments "Iven the diction indicated the national sociw
~alist originals vhen a speaker shouted at a rally in Osnabriicks We natios
-nal-democrats declare against the Marxists the most determined war one

can imagine. Ve will burn the Marxist evil from our people unto the raw
flesh.“91 It was not only the language which became more agressive hows
ever., The 1977 and 1978 security reports noted the increasingly militant
stance taken by the JN and an increased tendency to provoke violent cone

92

Furthermore, although officially neo-Nazig
93

~frontations with opponents,
are denounced as "Idiots, agents or provocateurs"’“and indeed the Jl
congress in Nurnberg (1978) demended that the Federal Government should
ban NS groups,94the Office for the Protection of the Constitution saw
unmistakable evidence for neo-~lazi tendencies among elements of the JN
membershipg95 hlthough the JN leadership stresses that only a very small
minority of members are involved, the fact that the JU is unwilling in
the majority of cases to act according to decrees passed vegarding the

incorpatibility of mational democracy with neo=Nazism i.e, to expsll members
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involved in neo=Nazi activities, seems to suggest that the problem is
more serious than is admitted and that the leadership fears a significant

loss of membership in the event of a strict application of their decige
96

=10Nns, It may of course also be taken to mean that the JN secretly

approves of such activity but is compelled to reject it in public for fear

of interference by the authorities, Of significance as regarde the ext-
—ent of the problem is the situation in Nordrhein-Westfalen, where
despite frequent expulsions of members with neo-Nazi tendencies, several
leading JN (and NPD) officials remain active in neo=Nazi groupsa97

The JN is significant here, however, not only for its agressive,
militant stance and its ideological and tactical differences with the NPD
leadership, but also because since the middle seventies ite development

has been diametrically opposed to that of the main NPD organisation,

Whilst the NPD leadership increasingly complains of resignation among ite
membership and openly admits that it no longer constitutes a political

98the JN seems to have stepped

factor and possesses no social relevance,
up its activity. Security reports noted as early as 1974 that the JN was

publishing more journals and information than the party itself, and that

it was predominantly groups of 'Young National Democrats' who carried out
the numerous publicity campaigns in the name of the NPDQ99 Whilst the
NPD experienced a serious and continuing decline of membership throughout

the seventies, the JN was able to increase its membership in 1974 to app-

L 101
=roximately 1,200 or 1¢Soolooand again in 1976 to 1,800, Although
102 o
membership declined slightly in 1977 to 1,500, this trend did not cone
103

wtinue in 1978 where the membership remained at 1,500, Over a periocd
then in which the NPD suffered a disastrous lose in membership, the more
militant JN experienced a growth in absolute terms of approximately 50,

with the result that the JN now constitutes approximately 1/5 of the

total NPD membership, representing the actual core of the NPD and




increasingly determining the political profile of the main organisation

in the direction of a radicalisatiomlo4 As far as the origin of the |

growth of the JW is concerned, it would be shortsighted not to note a

parallel between this development and the worsening economic situation

since 1973/74.
Parliamentary versus extra-parliamentary opposition,

In addition to serious conflicts between the NPD leadership and
younger elements within the party, a process of radicalisation and
an apparent increased attraction of the NWPD youth organisation, a
further major development in the post 1969 period was that as electoral
support for the extreme Might declined i.e. as the process of concents
-ration of the voters onto the established parties was resumed, so there
emerged a number of new groups on the extreme Right persuing a milita
-nt extraparliamentary strategy. Although there was a subsidence of
militant activism after the ratification of the so=called 'Eastern
treaties', the period since 1974 -« and again one cannot fail to see a
parallel with the worsening economic situation at that time = saw a
massive increase in such activity. In the following chapters the nature
of the large number of new extraparliamentary action groups which have
emerged will be examined in detail. Here it will suffice to make some
general comments on this development. TFirstly it must be pointed out
that extraparliamentary activism is by no means a phenomenon which is
confined to the extreme Right. On the contrary, the late sixties saw
the emergence of the so-called 'Extraparliamentary Opposition' (Apo)
made up of predominantly left-wing student elements, the seventies saw
a wave of left—wing terroriet activity and the growth of a large
Citizens' Initiative movement. It would in fact be true to say that
since the late sixties, extraparliamentary action has been a major [ege

~ture of the West German political system, A pariia.i explanation fox
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this trend can be provided by pointing to the-fact that with the over

-whelming- concentration of the electorate on two large parties and in

view of electoral laws (e.g, 5% clause) and a whole series of provisions

contained within the framework of the party laws which serve to impede

the development of non~established parties, i.e. to presexve the party
political status quo, there has been, quite logically, a recognition on
the part of active oppositional elements "that in this system extra-parlig-

-mentary pressure holds more promise of success than the founding of right

or left-wing splinter parties,”lo5

To what extent does the growth of extra-parliamentary opposition
also point to a lack or a decline of opposition within the Parliament?
The considerable increase in extra-parliamentary activity at the time of
the Grand Coalition where only the FDP remained as a last veatige of oppo-
~gition in the Bundestag gave rise to the view that thers was in fact a
causal relationship between the two phenomena, The continued presence
of extra-parliamentary activity in the following period when the Grand Coa-

lition was replaced by an SPD/FDP government does not in itself dispute

i

the existence of such a correlation. The Grand Coalition was only the
formalization of a lack of opposition which was inherent in the develop-
~ment of what Rowold has described as a "de-~ideologized catch-all party
system'" in the Federal Republic. De=-ideologized catch-all parties, unlike
earlier forms, do not claim to represent specific interests énd 80C1 o=
economic groups but have as their goal the integration of all sections

of society. The consequence is a political convergence, a loss of indi-
~yiduality and a suppression of inter-party confliot@106 Vogtias evalug-
tion of the growth of extra-parliamentary action as being less symptomatic

of a lack of opposition, of the shortcomings of the eatablished parties,

ey ‘ ; ; ,
than of a sreater degree of political maturltyl ! must be viewed with some
n 1) . b’l -

Although extra-parliamentary action undoubtedly has a wole

scepticiame
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to play in a parliamentary democracy, it is nevertheless true that an

extra~parliamentary opposition can only be successful if significant nume

=bers of individuals feel that their interests are not adequately repregenw

~ted Dby the political parties., Moreover the contrast in the Federal

Republic between the willingness of the population to engage in extra-

oy

parliamentary politics and their willingness to become involved (e.g. by

ooy

becoming a member) in political parties; which must be seen as the primary

channel for political energy in a representative democracy, again suggests

A S s

that the origin of the growth in extra=parliamentary activity is closely

R —

related to the failings of the political parties. It is our view then

that the growth of extra-parliamentary activity in the Federal Republic

N ————

has resulted from, and is symptomatic of, serious legitimation deficits

.

of the existing party system. The framework within which oppositional
elements must operate means that the actual dissatisfaction with the exige
=ting parties is not expressed in electoral terma. There is no reason to
assume, however, that the party-political concentration and extra-parliamen- |

~tary opposition will become permanent features of the political system

of the Federal Republic. It must be stressed that, although the 5%cla=
~use, for example, has proved to be to date an effective barrier against
a fragmentization at Federal Parliament level, it is not in the final i
analysis electoral laws which determine the development of pa?ties but i
the political needs of the electorate.lo8 The most likely type of party

to achieve any significant success, in view of widespread anticommunism

T

and the authoritarian trends in the West German political culture, would

be a rightist partyalog The development of righteextremism in the poste

N ——

—war period has underlined the (continuing) susceptibility of German
society to extremism of the Right at times of economic instability, Tt

is for trose reasons that it is necessary to continue to subject develops

«~ments on the extreme Right to close scrutiny.




CHAPTER 1

R T ARG

i

NEO-NAZISM: ORGANISATIONS

1.1 Introduction

5 B T T R R T e

The survey of right-extremism in the previous chapter indicated that a
major trend in this area since the early seventies has been a movemsant

away from parliamentary politics towards extra-parliamentary activism.

As electoral support for the major political party of the extreme Right,
the NPD, declined, so there emerged a whole range of new groupings purs— \E
~uing a militant extra-parliamentary strategy. These new groupings, §
more radical than earlier rightist groupings in postwar Germany (with F
the exception of the SRP) and composed of predominantly younger elements, z
E
were guickly labelled by political opponents as by the authorities ¥neo= E
Nazi?, Despite the widespread misuse of this term in the post-war period B
where there was a tendency by the political Left to apply it to any kind
of organisation or tendency of the political Right, it was decided to

retain the term here since in as much as it points to an Yattempt, on the

basis of an appropriate intellectual attitude, to justify, scientifically,
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organisationally or politically, the National Socialist regime, to place

it on a comparison basis with democracy, to assist in preparing the intell-

—~ectual and political ground for its return or, as the cage may be, 1o
participate in its restoration"land in as much as it suggests a close
affinity to the NSDAP, its usage would appear to be justified as far as
the groups which are the subject of this study are concerned, On the othe-
-er handy; a certain differentiation of the term neo=Nazi is necessarye
Despite certain similarities between the NSDAP and the neo=Nazi movement
of the seventies, there are also a number of significant distinctions,
Although the NSDAP was, for example, a 'young' party, neo=Nazism is much
more obviously a youth movement. The dominant role of the old middle class
in the NSDAP (and the NPD) is not a feature of neo=-Nazism, The most evie
«dent differences between the phenomenon of neo=Nazism and historical
Nazism are, however, organisational and tactical in nature, With the
failure of the Munich 'Putsch', certain conclusions were drawn concerning
the strategy and structure of the NSDAP which were undoubtedly partially
responsible for Hitler's take-over in 1933 Firstly a parliamentary str-
~ategy, a so-called legality tactic was adopted, that is, the aim of the
National Socialists was to gain power by parliamentary means, by profes
~ggipg their allegiance to the Weimar constitution, even if their ultimate
aim was to abolish both parties and parliament. Secondly, and this was
closely related to the adoption of a parliamentary strategy, considerable
emphasis was placed on creating a strong, unified and centrally controlled
party organisation and apparatus. This contrasts strongly with the phen~
~omenon of neo=Nazism, the dominant features of which are an extra~parli-

~amentary strategy and the existence of a large number of independently

operating cadre organisationse




1.2 Organisational structure.

A brief survey of the situation on the neo-Nazi Right shows clearly
that there is no one neo-Nagzi organisation but a whole series of small
groupings, Thg authorities reported that there were 24 such groupings
in existence in 19782(13 in 1975).3 Of these 24 organisations, none had
a membership of 250 or more, only 4 had more than 100 members, 2 had

. between 50 and 100, 7 between 20 and 50 and 11 less than 20 members.4

Although the usage of the term neo-Nazi to characterize all of these
groupsStends to suggest a certain homogeneity, it is important to point
out that this is not in fact the case. It is necessary to distinguish
between four or five major types of organisation.

A first category is composed of those groups which emerged early in
the seventies and which were founded and led by members of the older
generation. Examples are the 'Deutsche Burgerinitiative! (DBI) founded
in 1971 by the lawyer lManfred Roeder who was born in 1929 and the 'Burger -
und Bauerninitiative' (BBI) founded in the same year by Thies Christopher-
—-sen (60). These groupings, both of which were officially registered
organisations, were not initially overtly neo-Nazi in character, but
gradually began to justify and glorify National Socialism in a more and
more open manner.6 They were not membership organisations. The 'DBI' was
essentially "a legal instrument for collecting donations and for produc-—
~ing publications.;"7 The 'BBI' is described by Christophersen himself
in the following terms : "We do have an officially registered association
as an organisational centre, but this has only seven members,(More are not

. . 8
needed). We are a publishing-house and produce publications."”  Suppor-
-ters of both groupings are composed of individuals who receive their
publications. The majority of the 'members' are not active in any real

sense 2 Essentially then these organisations are, or at least were,
. I
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initially, 'friendly circles' of individuals who shared a common view of
society and of history,

During the second half of the seventies one saw the emergence of a
gecond category of groupings of which a dominant feature was that they
were led predominantly, but not exclusively,loby much younger activists,
This type of grouping, although again characterized by a loose organig<
=gtional structurewll differs from those organisations of the first cate
~egory, in as much as they are essentially, and were conceived ag, circles
of activists i.e. cadre organisations, A further characteristic is that
they were modelled more directly on the NSDAP, The usage of former
National Socialist symbols and uniforms is widespread, as is the selfe
characterization as National Socialist organisations, or as constituent
elements of an alleged new NSDAP, Within this category it is possible
to distinguish further between underground organisations and those which
combine conspirative, underground activity with overt, public aati@ﬁﬁwlg
Examples of the former are the '"Nationalsozialistische Kampfgruppe Oste
~westfalen~-Lippe' led by the 26 year old Rolf Gebser,lsa 'Kampfgruppe
Grossdeutschland in Frankfurt/Offenbach,'l4 and the 'Nationalrevolutiondre
Arbeiterfront' in Bremen.15 Examples of the latter are the 'Antikomintern
Jugend'léin Hannover led by the 24 year old Volker Heidel, the'ANS <« Gau
Schleswig - Holstein' led by the 22 year old Frank Stubbemannl7and the
i Aktionsfront Nationaler Sozialisten' (ANS) founded in Hamburg in 1977 by
the then 22 year old Michael Kﬁhnenel8 The emergence of these new graup-
~ings led by younger activists would seem to point to the existence of

19 Bvidence from the groups

a generation conflict on the extreme Right,
themselves suggests that the younger elements resented the lack of actw
=ivity of the groups led by members of the older gensration, thelr tende

=ency to be primarily private clubs rather than political orvganisations.

Michael Kuhnen notes for example with regard to the owrigin of the TANEY
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"We were practically a kind of mobile cadre, We were present at almost

all the meetings held between Flensburg and Regensburg and basically we

were looking for a group to join and basically, notwithstanding all the

comradeship which we had with these groups, we did not find a suitable

group because they were all 'PENSIONERS ASSOCIATIONS' (Alt = Herren -
Vereine), becéuse we always saw that there...that the desire to hold
evenings devoted to comradeship surpassed their readiness to work POl
=tically in a really serious fashion. And then I said ¢ "We will go
~about it differently, We will form a youth group, a real group, with

only young people in it. When we have achieved that, then we will be

an ally in this camp who is not to be underestimated., Then we will make

the conditions, %"

A further, much smaller category of groupings, is made up of gow=
called 'Auslandorganisationen' (literally Foreign Organisatione)@ of
these the most important is the NSDAP/AC. This organisation, which has
been active in the Federal Republic since 1974, is led by the American
Gary lLauck and has its headquarters in Lincoln/Nebraska,21 although the
majority of its members, organised in small independently operating
cells, reside in the Federal Republic.22 Its chief functions are to
coordinate activities undertaken by NSDAP/AO activists in the Pederal
Republic and to provide these activists, but also the members of other

23

neo-l1S groupings with propagands material. Horchem notes that the

activities of the NSDAP/AO are at least partially responsible for the

X . 24

proliferation of N3 groupings 1in West Germany.
A final category of organisations is composed of so=called 'Wehraporte

~gruppen’ (Military Sports Groups). These groupings differ from

those of the other categories in as much as the stress 48 not so much on

ideology or political action as on paramilitayy training, Hxamples are
. Lo ti

the iWehrsportgruppe Hoffmann! and the 'Wehrsportvereinigung Bohleawig =




s g
Holstein led by Uwe Rohwer. OFf these the Hoffmann group, which was

banned by the authorities on the 30 January 198026is undoubtedly the -
one which over the years hag attracted the most public attention and
concern. This particularly large group -« it is estimated that it had
approximately 200 supporters of which, however, only about 50 took part
regularly in the paramilitary exercizes it frequently organisad27 = 18,
with its fascination for weaponry and its preference for conspirative
activity, considered typical of this type of groupingaga

To summarize then, the neo-Nagzi right is composed of not one neo-
Nazi organisation but of a whole series of small groupings. Nor is there
one type of neo-Nazi organisation but various distinct categories. As
far as the origin of this organisational pattern is concerned, the abh-
sence of a leadership personality of sufficient influence to impose a

degree of uniformity or to bring about a unifiscation would seem at firvet

gight to be an important factor. Thigs explanation,; however; presupposss a

desive on the part of the various neo-Nazi leaders fo unify and although
29

certain commentators who see neo~Nazism as a serious potential threat
argue that the neo-Nazi leadership has as its goal the creation of a
unified organisation or political party out of the myriad of existing
small groups, the evidence suggests that this is not the case. Apart from
a few notable exceptions = Wilbbels for examplejQ the vast majority of the
leadership figures would appear to reject an organisational unification.
The NSDAP/AO asserts that "In view of the prevailing state of ocoupation
and the at present laughable weakness of the movement compared to the
NSDAP of the Third Reich; a precocious attempt at founding a new NSDAP
would endanger the members uselessly...a rigid unification in the
underground is suicide. Only the cell aystem has proven itself in prace
ﬁigggwjl Christophersen holds the view that "A unification in the
so-called national camp would result in a catastrophe. We musth

cantinue to work in small groups. Only in this way will we be

i1




successful in the long run. & large alliance would be smashed immediately.

We experienced that with the NPD",32 This evidence from the groups them=

selves appears then to support the hypothesis that the reason for the
large number of groups on the Right is that in the wake of the decline of
the NPD there has been a realization that under present conditions small
cadre organisafions represent a more viable proposition than a unified
organisation or party. The extensive organisational similarities to left-
wing groupings and citizens!' initiatives, the losse organisational strue
~ctore, the adoption of a cell system, suggest in addition that a certain
degree of direct modelling of the Right on these non=rightist organisa=
=tions has occured.Finally one should not neglect the gignificance of
ideology. The neo<Nazi ideology has a strong anti-party element as will
emerge clearly in the following chapter and this may at least constitube
a partial explanation for the preference for non~party organisational
forms, Here it would be possible to draw parallels with the plethora of
small groupings which made up the pre~NSDAP right in the Weimar Republic.
The fundamental anti-party nature of these groupings constituted a major
impediment to the emergence of a largez, politically more significant,
political organisation.

Against the background of these explanations, the views put forward
by predominantly left-wing oriented commentators who see the phenomenon
of neo-Nazism as a serious threat, implying that the present sgituation
is deceptive, that there is already a strong, unified organisation working
undergroundBBand that the neo=Nazis have an organisational centre and
possess a common plan of aotion,34 reveal themselves as exaggerations.
These views take into account neither the absence or rather the large
members of potential leadership figures, nor the phencmenon of "Gruppens-

i is] inati f nationalist leadere to subordinate
w~goismush i.e, the disinclination of nation

their organisation to a larger whole = a phenomenon which paralysed the
L - . D . "




Right throughout the postwar period and which, as is openly admitted by
neOmNazisﬁ35 still constitutes g significant factor. Above all, however,
they bear witness to g failure to see the fundamental antiparty nature of
the neo-Nazi Right and itg origin as

&lthough it is important not to exaggerate the degkree of unity on

the Right; it is equally important not to exagserate the lack of unity,

The views put forward by official sources that the Right is fragmented,

in conflict and therefore weak and insignificant36would appear to be just

as much a distortion of the true situation as are the views put forward

by certain critics on the political Left, The evidence suggests that
despite isolated cases of animosity between neo-~Nazi leaders resulting
from personal and tactical differences,37 on the whole the situation

is characterized by interaction and cooperation, although not to the
extent allezed by neo=Nazis themselves, Kuhnen agserts; for example,
that "...the impression is deceptive, but that is the intention, We are
not at all as fragmented in the national camp as it appears, FPor one
thing all of us leadership people know each other, from the North to

the South. We are capable at any time of striking at one stroke (auf
einen Schlag) and in coordination., We confer regularly and harmonize

n38 More recently official:and semi-official sources have

our actions,
increasingly come to accept this view. Horchem who emphasizes the

total lack of organisational unity, nevertheless concedes that "The lege
~ders and activists of &gll groups are in contact with one another@"39

In its 1978 security report the Office for the Protection of the Constituyw
~tion conceded that "All the following neo=Nazi groupings are clogely
linked by dual membership (personell eng verflochten) and work closely
togetherﬁ"4o although this recognition did not result in any revision of
the general view that "Right-extremisme..is still orgunisationally frage

14 41 peration ai mpathy & , restricted
emented and in confilcte”4 Cooperation and sympathy sre not restricted

to the same type of neo=Nazi group, Although the emergence of new groups
1le [&RE) &

a response to the failure of ‘the NWED,




led by younger activists wes seen as evidence for the existence of g £eNe

=eration conflict, there is ho.evidence to suggest that this has resulted

in a degree of animosity between groups led by younger activists and those

led by members of the older generation, A passage in 'Der Sturm', a journal

edited by Kuhnen referring to Erwin Schiborn, the 66 year old leader of

the 'Kampfbund Deutscher Soldatent (KDS) reads "The ANS can thank him forx

the fact that over the last few weeks it has become g real political facte
42
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would alsp appear to be closely linked to the POBIY,

Edgar Geiss being, for example, a leading funcfionary in both organisate

mionsa43 In adcition, there is evidence to suggest that sympathy and co
operation are not restridted to unequivocally neo=Nazi groups but extend
over the whole ringe of right-wing organisations. This is not only valid
at an unofficial level or where the lower echelons of the various organisw
=ations are concerned as some commentators seenm to imply44but also at lead-
~ership, official and semi-official levelse45 The WSG « Hoffmann, for exw
~ample, is supporied financially by a ‘friend}y circle' of which Dr. Gerhard
Frey, the leader of the 'national liberal' organisation 'Deutsche Volks—
~union' and publisher of the 'Deutsche Hationalzeitung' is a member=46
Hoffmann activists are frequently used to maintain order at 'DVU! meetings.47
Although the 'AllS', for example, rejects cooperation with 'national democe
=ratic' organisations like the WFD strescing that "We are not Democrats. . .
therefore we keep our distance from those hypocritical national groups, who
in public explain agesin and agein:'Yes, we are'the best CSU everif"48 links
were forged between the 'IPD' and the neo=Nazi '¥DS' during the 1976 elecs
~tion campaign in Baden - Wirttemberg. Werner Kuhnt, the WPD chairman in
Baden — Wurttemberg, and Erwin Sch8born, the leader of the 'KDS' founded a

49

so-called Citizens! Initiative - Vote IPD,'"” That this wae not merely a

regional aberration as far as the 11D is concerned ia indicated by & oipe

cular originating from the Federal Party directorate calling upon all
e L4 .. B S e &) "




regional party organisations to order and distribute leaflets of the

e 50 .
'Initiative', Despite the large number of groupings and the numerous

organisational, tactical and ideological differences, interaction and co=-
operation would appear to be more important characteristics of the site

~uation on the extreme Right than fragmentation and intergroup rivalry.

1ls3 Membership and recruitment

For a number of reasons it is almost impossible to arrive at any
unequivocal conclusions concerning either the development or the compos
=gition of the membership of neo=Nazi groups in the Federal Republic,
Mentioning their amprphous nature,their increasingly conspirative tends

.5l
~encies

should suffice to give an indication of the problems involved,
It is, however, possible to delineate general trends and at least to malke
some tentative assertions as to socio=structural characteristics,
According to West German security reports, membership increased from
400 in 13 organisations in 1975 to 600 in 15 organisations 1976 and to

>2 A slight decline in the rate of incre

900 in 17 organisations in 1977,
—ease in 1978, by the end of which year total membership had attained
1,000 in 24 groups, was followed by a considerably more rapid growth to
1,300 in early 1979953
One of the most significant pieces of information which emerges
from a study of the age structure of the membership of neo~Nazi groups is
that the vast majority of members are individuals who did not personally
experience the 'Third Reich', A sociological analysis of the 'hard core?

of 200 neo-Nazi activists (STUDY A) revealed that 77% were born after

1936$54 The 20 to 30 age group, with 42%, would appear to he particulaxly

strongly TepregentedQBS This figure is comparable to that of 46% which

oty
e S et A

R




emerged from a study of 39 North German neo=Nazi activists (STUDY B) who
were invol&ed in legal proceedings during 1978 and 1979 as a result of
serious political offence356and is supported, at least ‘in tendency, by
assertions made by the groups themselves. In an interview, Michael Kihnen,
the founder of_ﬁhe ANWS, stated, "If you look around here, you will see

that 80 « 90 percent of our people, of the really active people, are bew
~tween 20 and 25 years olda57 Individuals over 30 are clearly underrep=
=resented, Of the 39 activists mentioned above - whose average age,
moreover, was 30 which corresponds approximately to that of left=wing
terrorists for whom a warrant of arrest has been issued5§ only 18% came

59

into this age group. Information concerning the under 20 age group is
conflicting. Whilst study B gave the relatively high figure of 23%, the
1978 security report publiched by the office for the Protection of the
Jonstitution with study A as its source came to the conclusion that YThe
proportion of young people and adolescents is at 12% smalla“ﬁo That the
dower figure is the more accurate is supported both by the fact that the
gtudy from which it was taken was based on a considerably larger sample
and by the fact that both studies show that it is not school-children
and students who form the mass of the membership of neo-Nazi groups =
study A shows 15%; study B, 18% = but individuals who have already enter-
~ed upon a career. Study A reveals that 49% of the membership is made up
of white=collar and other workers. Study B gives the even higher figure
of 63%

That the under 20 age group represents a relatively small proportion
of the membership conflicts somewhat with the widely held view that it is
above all younger people and particularly school=children who are most
susceptible to neo=lNazi propaganda. Such a susceptibility would appear

to be confirmed by the fact that recruitment drives and propaganda

aotions are centred predominantly on schoole, A neo=Nazi '"{ront




report? from Hannover reads, for example, "Early on the morning of the 6.  {

August the mission continued,

and slogans. Our Hitler Youth threw posters and stickers all over the

About 10 schools were defaced with posters ff

school corridors in order to enlighten our school-children too about our

|

I3 3 o {l
condition of Jewish occupation,"®! ginilar actions were reported in ‘g
i

\ A . 62
Braunschweig and Bremen, For South Germany Castner notes such actions

"at most schools in Nurnberg, Firth and Erlangen...often over periods of

_ 63
several weeks... ¥ The apparent inconsistencies in evidence here may

result; on the one hand, from a possible reluctance of very young people,

despite an evident susceptibility to neo=Nagzi propaganda964 to become
members of obviously illegal organisations and in this way become invole
=~ved in more serious, organized, illegal activity. In other words there
i.s not necessarily a direct correlation, especially where very young
people are concerned, between susceptibility to neo~Nazi propaganda and
active membership in neo=Nazi organisations. On the other hand, one
should take into consideration the fact that the study cited in the 1978
security report (which, as we have already pointed out, is likely to be
the more accurate one) is an analysis not of total membership but of
particularly militant activists - that is, of those whom one might exXp=
=ect to be found in the higher age groups and, for this reason alone, in
employment rather than at school -~ and the fact that at least sOme groups
have adopted a definite policy of keeping younger members in the backs
groundﬂ65 Both of these factors would suggest that the actual percentage
of young people under 20 involved in neo~Nazi groups may be somewhat
higher than 12%.

The development and the age structure of the membership of neo<Nazi

groups highlight the trend which was apparent in the growth of the WPH

youth organisation, the JN, = namely an increasing susceptibility of young




people to right-wing extremism, Some first indications as to the origins

of this trend emerge from g consideration of the concrete situation of

young people in the Federal Republic which is essentially determined by

symptoms of an economic and social crisis, by continuing high unemploy=
-ment, by shor?ages in apprenticeships and by an increasing competitive=
-ness 1n all areas of education and training°66 This has led to the
disorientation of and feelings of insecurity among large numbers of young
67

people. Of significance here are the parallels which can be drawn

with the Weimar Republic and the NSDAP. Although it is true to a certain
extent that the distinctions betwesen the age structure of the NSDAP and
that of the neo-~Nazi groups, namely the greater concentration of young
people in the latter, underline the fact that "Neo=fascism is, although
it adopts the symbols and the ideology of historical fascism, a product
of the social problems of the Federal Republic of taday§"68 Hennigis
analysis which concentrates on the similarities between neo=Nazism and
historical fascism shows clearly that legitimate parallels can be drawng
The NSDAP was in fact a 'young' party (in 1932 42.2% of NSDAP members

were between 18 and 30 years old)69

and, as is the case today, it was
particularly young people who were affected by the world economic crisis
of the late 1920s and early 1930s. "It is estimated that by the end of
1930 approximately 450,000 young people between the age of 14 and 21
were without work@”7o Summarizing the parallels between the fwo periods
Hennig notes that "In respect of the situational factors, in which youth-
«ful diffusiveness crystallizes into right-radicalism (jugendlich@ Diffe
~usitit rvechtsradikal verfestigt), the situation in the final phase of
t£e Weimar Republic and the present period in the Federal Republic

is comparable in so far as in each case a period of years with a high

birth rate coincides with an economic crisis so that consequently

‘ il
\ i 5 cd ffects of a orisis il
young people are especially exposed to the e ¢
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In asséssing the origins of the increased susceptibility of young

people to neo-fascist groups it is obviously not sufficient, however,

merely to point out the apparent correlation between the phenomenon of
neo-fascism and the objective situation of young people@72 It is impore
=tant, in order to be able to explain fully the attraction of neo=fascisgt
groups and neo-fascist modes of behaviour for young people; to consider
also "from which social groups and classes right-extremist youth organige

=gtions recruit their members and supportersg'?3 Assertions made by the

leadership that the membership is representative of the population or
rather of youth as a whole - Kiuhnen notes, for example. ¢ "In the unit I've
everything from "Arbitur" grade 1,3 and from students to literally educe
—ationally subnormal 1311133‘.?Lsg"74»= must be regarded with scepticism conaide
—ering the significance for these groups of the ideological prineciple of
the 'Volksgemeinschaft'!. Despite the lack of detailed empirical studies,
there are sufficient indications to Justify this scepticism, Academics,
students and those from higher schools appear to be considerably under-

15

. 6
represented, -~ as are members of the old middle class (5%)2 as one might

expect of a youth movement. In the majority of cases, members come from

17

working class families' 'and were educated in lower or middle schools@78
It is not surprising then that the largest social groups rep?esented in
neo=Nagi organisations are white~collar and other workers, This is what
is shown in fact by both of the studies cited earlier, although as fay
as the relative proportion of these two groups is concerned, the informe
~ation is somewhat contradictory. Whilst study 'B' reveals more than
twice as many white-collar as other workers (43% and 20% respectively),

study 'A' shows a slightly higher proportion of nonewhite-collar workers

(27% and 22%)a Finally most commentators agree that many nec~Nazi active

79
~ists are in fact unemployeds




Neo-Nazism is essentially a working class and lower middle class

phenomenon. As such it again confirms trends on the right apparent withe
in recent changes in the composition of the membership and leadership of
the NPD i.e. the fact that the so-called new middle class shows a suscep-

- =~tibility to the extreme Right in much the same way as the old middle

class and, above all, the fact that the working class is proving to be

increasingly susceptible to rightist groupings. As was the case with the
NPD it would appear that within the working class it is particularly un-
- 80,.

skilled workers (i.e, those among whom the fear of unemployment is likely
to he greatest) and those in small firms - Rabe notes a high percentage

of artisans in neo-Nazi groupsalw i.e, those who are not exposed to
working class culture in the same way as those working in larger firms,
who appear particuilarly susceptible,

Fapy from being a cross~section of German youth, neo=Nazism tends to
organize marginal social groups, those who are socially and sconomically
most disadvantaged in West German society.82 Despite the absence of
unequivocal empirical evidence there would nevertheless seem then to be
clear indications for the assumption that "Young people who are without
stable emotional ties, who feel insecure, déclassé and left in the lurch
by society prove to constitute an especially endangered recruitment

83

potential for neo-fascist organisations and activities." For such ind-

~ividuals the existing political parties and political system‘appear
incapable of finding or unwilling to find a solution to their problema,
Hennig notes in this respect that "Crisis signifies in its fotality for
the individuals concerned a short-term and direct problem-solving requir~

~ement (Kurzfristig und direkt zu 16senden Problemlosungsdruck) .. The

utterances of political instituations must, in view of expectations of

immediate personal help be interpreted as formal activity and avoidance

(Ersatzhandeln)”a84 The problem is exacerbated by the political convepw
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~gence of the ¢wo major parties which means that no real alternative to

the present system is offered, Right-extremist leaders assess the Site

—uation in similar terms. Bernd Drose, a former NPD press officer pointed

ocut that "These are young people who attained their political awareness

under a social demorcratic government. And they are simply bitterly

disappointed with this social democratic government, Nothing has remained

of the reforms or even developments bordering on the revolutionary which
they were promised. And whoever is simply dissatisfied with this system,
whoever says that there must be a fundamental ‘transformationﬁ no longer
sees this transformation as coming from the social democrats;, let alone
from the CDU but simply and solely from the Communists on the one hand
or from us on the other, Therefore we too are profiting from the pol=
=grisation in this systems“85
Heo-Nazi groups; and this explains at least partially their present
attraction; do constitute a radical alternative to what society offers
young people whilst at the same time stressing values and norms with
which they are familiar - obedience, diligence and order.86 In additionm,
they provide simple answers to complex social problems, Hennig notes,
for example, that what is offered by right-radicalism in respect of
opinions and activity "promise that clarity, directness and reduction in
complexity which have become lost in bureaucratic offical channels and
which have vanished in the parliamentary democratic process... The
attraction of what is offered by righteradicalism is its simplicity and
the directness of its extremely uncomplicated solutions, above all it ism
capable of making abstact structures concrete by personalisations and hy
avoiding theory, 1In this it is aided by wellwegstablished practices of

the more and more prevalent fixation on "Doers' - on the chancellor am

87 Neofagolst

the 'political leader of this Federal Republic! for example "
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groups respond not only to the political needs of young people; however,

but also to their emotiona) Needs, that is, have a compensatory function,

They "try to offer young People what they do not find in existing social

instituations:the possibility of identification, help in orientation;s ..

being taken seriously in their desire for meaningful activity, récognit=

~ion and ties.n58 From their interviews with Michael Kuhnen, Meyer/Rabe
came to the conclusion that "comradeship" ig a key word in understanding
the attraction of neo-fascist groupsgsg In small closely-knit groups;
youhg people find a "fixed system of reference, with the aid of which they

can stabilize their feelings of self-respect and compensate for feelings
of impotence and for their fears with respect to the futura;"gO At the
same time the hierarchical organisation of the groups releases young peopls
from the difficulty of acting on their own responsibility;“9l

To conclude this section on nec-Nazi membership one can consider two
further aspects; namely regional distribution and former political affile
—-lation. As far as the regional distribution of neo-=Nazi groups is
concerned, to date, a detailed study has not been attempted and, although
in Schleswig-Holstein, for example, only one group is based in a city
whilst the other groups are composed of young people from towns and nume

92

~erous small communities, there are, at the present time, no clear
indications that organised neo-Nazism is a predominantly small town/rural
area as opposed to a city phenomenon or vice versa,

As regards former political affiliation there seems to be a general
congensus that a significant number of neo-~Nazi activists are in fact

93 This view is confirmed by

former NPD or, more specifically JN members.
both JNgénd neo-Nazi sources. Michael David, Kuhnen's deputy in the 'ANS'
notes that “What goes into the JN is almost without exception passed on

5 i " { I it 3 4 ‘lr ] '," 4’.«""
to usv"gg The assertion that the JN constitutes an exception in this

respect, that, on the whole, neo-Nazi activiste are not recruited f{rom
FBEPECT; =z




established right-extremist Organisations,96 is disputed by several

commentators, Meyer/Rabe note, for example, that "Numerous members of ¢

i ; ; "
the 'Junge Nationaldemokraten', of tne 'Bund Heimattreuer Jugend' and

the "Wiking Jugend? a

‘Aktionsfront Nationaler Sozialistten'... The 'National Socialists? rec-

=ruit their exclusivel - . .
Y young members from these organlsatlonsaaf97 This

latter view is supported by assertions made by the groups themselves: We
all know one another from the JN or the "Wiking Youth?&“98 Three further
groups would appear to be at least marginally represented. Kuhnen mente

—ioned in an interview with Habe an admittedly very small group with

Hational Socialist parents@99 Gross, the Minister of the Interior in

cited above, that some neo~Hazi activists had formerly belonged to left=

wing revolutionary groups, ahove all the XKPD and KPD/ML.lO1 Most commen-

~tators agree that there is evidence for such a mobility between left and

right extremist groupings only in a very few isolated cases.,lo2

1.4 Activities/Tactics

According to reports issued by the Office for the Protection of the

Constitution, there has been a rapid growth in the number of illegal

: r - ae 10

rightist actions since 1974 = from 136 cases in 1974 to 1,483% in 1979, 3
By far the largest proportion of this increase is due to the growth

in the number of actions attributable to neo-Nazi groups - from 24 in

1974 to 758 in 1978, Whilst in 1974 neo=Nazi actions accounted for only

18% of total right-extremist activity, by 1978 this tigure had reached

A S T O e o S




769,04

An analysis of the monthly as opposed to the yearly distribution of

neo-Nazi actions revealsg considerable fluctuations,

A graph of this dis~

=tribution, however, shows three clear pezcks in the months of April, Nove

=ember,; and July,IO5 The =i

gnificance of these months is clear = 20 April,
Hitler's birthday; 9 November, remembrance day of the Wational Socialist
regime (9 November 1923 and 1938, march of the NSDAP to the ‘Feldherrnhalle!

in Munich and the "Reichskristallnacht’

respectively) and 20 July, attempt
on Hitler's life; i.e. a clear correlation exists between the extent of é
neo—~Nazi activity and those months which hold particular significancé for
right-extremists. b
By far the most extensive type of activity involved consists of what
one might term clandestine propaganda actions; which entail the defacing
of all types of public and private property = key targets ars; however,
Jewish cemeleries, mémorials in former concentration camps and Jewish
private property in general - by the painting of swastikas, NS and anti-
—semitic slogans such as ¢ 'JUDA VERRECKE','JUDEN RAUS','ROTFRONT VERREC=—

: R Ko
KE',"HEIL HITLER', 'DEUTSCHLAND ERWACHE','WIR SIND WIEDER DA! and 'dle‘SA'l

i
!
|
or by the use of stickers with similar content. The 1978 report issued :E

by the Office for the Protection of the Constitution notes 547 incidences

(or over 72% of neo-Nazi activity, over 55% of all illegal right-extremist
activity,) of such activity and notes that above all propaganda material

from the NSDAP/AO was used (In 1977, in 20% of all transgressions of neo=
7

10
Nazi character propaganda material of the NSDAP/AO was used). Examples

of material from this source are stickers, each with a’ large swastika and

e R T R

with ‘messages' such as 'Rotfront verrecke', Kauft nicht bei Juden', NS-

- : : DU FDPS aimi
Verbot aufheben', 'Kanpf den Judenparteien KPD SFPD CDU FDP', Similar

material is supplied by the 'Deutsche Befreiungsfront' of the German=Amar

%




=ican George P, Dietz,lo8

Joachim notes that during the course of 1978 the character of neo-
Nazi activities underwent gz decisive change in that activists were ﬁc lon-
-ger content merely to carry out secretive actions such as those desoribed
above but rather attempted to draw attention to themselves in publiﬁelgg
The activities of Kithnen are exemplary in this respect. In addition o
conspirative action, he also, as Horchem notes; "...used...the increassd
publicity provided by appearances in the cpena“llo He founded an openly
operating political party, the "ANS', whose first demand in its go=callad
"Kampfprogramm’ was the abolition of the ban on National Socialism, announced
an intention to participate in the Hamburg local elsctions, carrisd aout
street actions such as the so-called iEseisaktica‘;lil and various
other public actions such as the unveiling of a memorial for the ‘Fﬁhrer§%12

The press was well informed in advance. Rabe notes that the "Aktionsfront

[y

Gauleiter™; i.e. Kihnen, even went so far as to chargs journmalists 200
Harks entry fee for his "shows’s ¥...Ths journalists payed sageriy and

113 Horchem notes that

provided the desired publicity free of charge."
"This combination of conspirative and open action was a new tactical ele-
-ment introduced into the neo-Nazi groups by Kihnen, which publicity-wise
was to prove extraordinarily effective."

As far as these observations concerning a change of tactics during
1978 are concerned, it is important to note that they are only valid for
those groups led by younger activists i.e. for the second generation of
neo-Nazi groups, since direct public action had been a characteristic of

the early groupings. Official sources reported several public demonstra-

~tions, meetings and militant actions by groups such as the 'DBI' and the
"BBI' in 1974 and noted in 1975 that neo-Nazi street actions had arouged
considerable public attantiona115 The overt actions of later groupings

differ from these actions, however, in that they are mors provocative in
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character especially as Tregards the use ofy and therefore the defiance

of’ bans on the use of, uniforms, National Socialist symbols and slogans,

and the adoption of forms of greeting and movements associated with the
'Third Reich'. At the first major trial of neo-Nazi activists accused

of terrorist activities which took place in Buckeburg in 1979, the lea=

~der of the NSDAP/AGs who appeared as a witness, was greeted with the

‘German salute' by a number of young spectators wearing uniform-like
clothinggll6 The "Frankfurter Rundschau'’ reported uniformed neo-Nazis
marching through the centre of Bremen singing the Horst-Wessel song and
threatening passers=byill7 A parliamentary question in the Lower Sax—
~ony Landtag revealed that on repeated occasions young neo=Nazis had
openly distributed anti-semitic leaflets originating from the 'leutsch-

Volkische Gemeinschaft' (DVG) at an information stand in ths ceutre of

It is important to consider what functions nso-Nazi activities and
especially the use of uniforms and symbols serve. For Horchem the use
of symbols and uniforms can be explained away as a kind of "almost ipre

119

~ational impulse." The evidence from the groups themselves suggests,

however, that neo=Nazis are fully aware of the potential provocative and
integrative capacities of symbols and uniforms and use them consciously.leo
Of the swastika Gary Lauck, for example, notes that "No other symbol
evokes such love from supporters and such hate from opponents., Its magge
~ive dissemination suffices "to turn everything upside down', The Democ~
~rats are alarmed, the Communists clamour, the whole press warns of the
latest 'Nazi excess! and the whole people see that something is afoat@”121
hocording to Kihnen, the wearing of uniforms and Nazi emblems has three

functions « it documents a feeling of solidarity, it provokes and it was

very practical in that during confrontations one could eamily distinguish
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, : :
between one's own supporters and Counter‘demonstrators6122

The use of uniforms and syibols as a means of group cohesion would

seem to be paricularly important considering the absence of any formal

organisational structure, the stability of the group being essentially

p 1N : . .
dependant on "the existence of a leader with a minimum of charisma;"123

The various activities of the groups would appear to serve a similar func-
=tion as emerged from an interview with Kihnen - i...struggle, against
political opponents, against the political conditions is the most impor-

~tant thing, In a practical sense it is also what holds us togetherﬁlg4

In neo-Nazi groups, action, symbols and uniforms would appear to replace

kol

other forms of integration - ideology or ideological schooling for exam-
12
-ple. >

Finally, most commentators, both those who are concernsd about the

phenomenon and those who tend to play down its significance, agrees that
the adoption of National Socialist uniforms and symbols does not necess—

—arily imply an identification with the National Socialist ideology, does
not mean that neo-Nazi activists are convinced National Socialists.
Horchem expresses the view that "For many of the young peocple the way
their belt fits is a more important question than the content of a planned
action.”126 Eigenwald, a history teacher; is of the view that "The opt=
~ical parallels between neo-= and old fascist rituals are ovgrrateda
Their function is more symbolic. The invocation (Berufung auf) of old
fighterslg7should not detract from the fact that the behaviour of young
neo=fascists is the result of present new experiences, of their own exps=
~riences in life and not so much because of things they have readg”lgg
Similarly, Paul, adopting a psychological approach to the problem, eval=-

~uates the use of fascist symbols less as an indication of an identifica-
=1181L&8 T k=)

~tion with the National Socialist ideology than as an "...expression of

pre=political p

rotest and a sign expressing the solidarity of young people




who are excluded, left alone, and déclassé."129 The adoption of fascist

symbolism as symbols of protest occurs, according to Paul, in societies
where these symbols can count on gz large provocative effect as the result

of the absence of a genuine coping with the past and where young people

have no other means at their disposal to articulate their dissatisfactioﬁgigo

1.5 Use of violence and terror

Reference to the 1977 security report 'Betrifft? reveals a continuous
decline in the number of transgressions with right extemist motivation
where violence was used from 51 in 1971 at the height of the actions aga-
=inst the treaties with the East to only 16 in 1976. During 1977 this

positive trend, however, suffered a severe set-back. The number of vial=

v]
f

—~ent acts committed by right-extremists rosé in that year to 40 i.e.

2
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Official sources attribute this increase almost exclusively to the incre-

133

~agsed activities of neo-Nazi groups. In the vast majority of cases

this type of activity consists of damage to property belonging to, or in
some way connected with, those groups towards which right-extremism has

had a traditional antipathy. Communist party offices, left-oriented book-
shops, trade-~union buildings, Jewish property and memorials to the victims
of Nazi persecution are then some of the most frequent targetsﬁl54 Vio=
~lence is, however, not exclusively directed against property, but threat=
—ened and used against individuals, Cases of threats of violence increased
from 19 in 1976 to 35 in 1977§155 Here political opponents would ssem to

frequent targets, although there have been several
136

constitute the most
incidents involving members of the Jewish commundty. In addition violant

sonfrontations with the police are not avolded by those groups who opsrate

48




137

in the open,

Several observers were aware relatively early of the fact that it

was unlikely that this uge of violence would remain below the level of

‘armed struggle'. HOffken and Sattler note for example that "Since the

idolization ol weaponry, the model of Nazi terror and conflict in general

constitute the way of life of the heo-Nazis, a terrorist perversion can

. 138 -
be anticipated,.” Similarly, Kortzfleisch, chairman of the Society for

PESREN St

Christian-Jewish Cooperation noted that "We are observing an escalatiorm

of right-radical violence; we are experiencing the emergence of a right-
.. . 1

radical terrorism." 39 Later developments revealed clearly that this was

not idle speculation. The 1978 security report140notes a whole series of

terrorist acts committed between November 1977 and PFebruary 1978 by T'ANS?

activists including a bank robbery, several attacks on Bundeswehr and Nato

installations and on individuals with the aim of procuring weapons and

e o A R

the financial means to build up their logistics. One could mention here

i

also the bombing attacks on a radio and TV transmitter of the Sudwestfunk

in Koblenz and on a telecommunication tower in the Munsterland in protest

against a documentary film on the 'final solution' -~ acts, moreover, which

e T
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made it €lear to the Ministry of the Interior and the 0ffice for the Pro-—

ot

=tection of the Constitution that the neo-Nazi groups had ",,.gone over to
141
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a new dangerous dimension of political criminality. Significant also

in this respect is the fact that althouzh one official source notes that

s

the weaponry of neo=Nazi groups "consists predominantly of home-made clubs,

142

i

chains and knives...'; there has in fact been a rapid increase in the

number of incidéents where firearms, ammunition and explosives have heen

found in the possession of right-wing extremists. According to sscurity
reports in 1975 there was only one such case, in 1976 = 4 and in 1977 15
¢S] § 1

cases 143 & confidential police study from December 1978 however reported
CaBE8e }
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18 cases over 'the last few months'144 The Federal Prosecutor Friedrich

Hecking stated in an interview with the magazine 'Stern' that "We hardly ?fg
ever now search the homes of right-extremists without finding weapons, g
explosives and ammunition in considerable quantities.n 4 %

Empirical evidence seens then to suggest that initial,

especially
tactical (as opposed to moral) reservations against the use of violence

and terror evident within certain groups - in 1974, for example, Lauck

was of the opinion that "The fact that Communists used terror apparantly

T

successfully should not lead National Socialists asfray. The former had j%
advantages for their tactics which the ISDAP-AO was completely deprived
of s+ hiding places, finances, weapons, training, intelligence service Supp- 7

=ort. Without these advantages the NSDAP-AO would bleed itsedf to death;%46

- have now been overcome. This conforms in fact to the stance now taken
in neo=Nazi publications. The following passages were quoted from the
VlS=Kampfruf' during the Buckeburg terrorist trial "there is no reason
to put on a mourning crape because an official of the Federal Republic
has been shot.:.we welcome anything that destroys this state,..here an
unjust state is being removed...the end justifies the means."147 The 'NS

Kampfruf' of N0vember/December 1978 emphasizes that the NSDAP=AQO has noth-

=ing in common with the RAF but asserts that "We are also certainly not
s0 stubborn that we reject strategies and methods just becaqse Anarcho=
Communists use them@”148 Lauck's repeated assertions during the above

mentioned trail that he in fact rejected violence, that the reasons for the

more aggressive tone in the NS Kanpfruf' was to enable him to maintain con-

=trol over elements within his organisation which were becoming increasingly .

T to

o

militant and that when speaking of terror, it was psychclogical terr

which he was reférinuil49 should of course, considering the situation,
d2d) o (=% o

be rerarded with extreme scepticism as must also statements issued by move
& regarde :

groupings. In an inter¥iew with Habs for .

1, : fig far as we are concerned = €&




operate legally, That's clear,,, knowing well namely that the German

people cannot be won through terror ang that National Socialists have nev-

mexr needed to use terror to win the German people, The National Socialists

came to power in free electiong and we demand nothing else but that the

NSDAP can operate freely once again,

And then none of us have any doubts
that at the first attempt we Wwill succeed once again at least in getting

a substantial proportion of the vote..."150 That the views expressed

,here had more to do with the fact that as a representative of an openly
operating organisation Kihnen could hardly openly advocate terrorist me~
~thods and less to do with what he actually believed or was prepared to
accept is indicated by the evidence which emerged during the Bﬁckeburg

trial concerning the terrorist activities of ANS members and Kuhnens .involve-—
‘\%ment' | in such activity. The views held by other neo-Nazi organisations

on violence and terror is unequivocal, The reaction by 'Wille und Wegt

to the murder of the Prosecutor General Buback was to states"No false pity
comes over us at this or at further corpses."151 The 'Faschistische Front!
announced that Buback's sudden death did not fill them with sorrow since

he was a "leading representative of this 'FRG' regime, which is deeply
152
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hated by Fascists and all decent Germans." An activistof the 'National-

~sozialistische Kampfgruppe Ostwestfalen-Lippe' stated in an interview

with the magazine 'Stern' that "We want the opposite to what they (i.e.

left-wing terrorists)vwant, but are not so stupid that we do not adopt

80“153

their methods and strategies ourselve

e

As far as terrorism from the right is concerned Rabe distinguishes
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between younger activists who are prepared to adopt terrorist methods and

older activists and leaders who, he asserts, as far as the nature of the

A IR AN

political struggle is concerned, exert a moderating influence (although
(>
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he conceeds that this influence is decreasing). However, whilst there
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does seem to be & correlation between the emergence of unequivocal
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terrorist activity and the process whereby the number of younger acte

-ivists is i i 3
nereasing, ang although those accused of terrorism:would

Germany who were suspected of executing or Planning serious offences,

o/
23)s were under 20 and 46% between 20 and 301§5Rabe's assertions must

nevertheless be differentiateg somewhat. Whilst admittedly there are a

number of prominent activists belonging to the older generation who,

overtly at least, reject terrorist methods — Christophersen emphasizes

1
that "...we are not a terror group" §6on the other hand, Roeder, Eckart

and Wubbels are Just three prominent neo-Nazi activists, all of whom are
over 40 and who leave little doubt as to their approval and advocation
of armed violence. According to Roeder "There has to be terror so that
at last things will change"15 and at a 'Reichstag' in Regensburg Roeder
said in connection with Buback's murder : "He who wanted to finish us
off now lies under the ground... All who persecute us shall meet with
an ignominious end and find their Jjust punishment‘"158

According to one official source, unlike the situation on the left,
Violence is approved of on an emotional level and therefore used where
it appears expedient and also simply where it arises, but there are no
discussions within neo-Nazi organisations concerning the use of violence,
nor have theories on violence been developed,159 Vhether this is still
the case is; however, uncertain. There is evidence to suggest that
violence and terror are not employed in a completely random manner withe
out any attempt at justification or without any clear conception of itsa
potential strategic value. Within certain groupings at least violence
and terror are justified as fGegenterror' i.e. as a response to the 'ter-
~ror! supposedly employed against them by the authorities and by politi=
~cal opponents. In an interview with Rabe, Kuhnen stated for exampls @

Naturally to defend ourselves...we also use such methods. VWe striks
(= R N * c
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back when Communlsts use terror against us., Dr, Goebbels once sald in thls

o ¥
respect:'It is exquisite having a good idea but when this good idea finds

itself opposed by terror, one can only break this terror with counter-

1
terror," Lauck threatened that he would not exclude the use of viole-

-nce in the FRG if the 'police terrort against the NSDAP/AO continued. 161

i
Similarly "Until now we have confined ourselves to removing this treason—

—ous regime in Bonn through propaganda and by enlightening the people. . If

however the ‘'genersl willingness to use violence' in the NS movement is

increasing, as the Minister of the Interior believes, and cases occur where
Comrades remember the words of the 'Fihrer! (METN KAMFF P.507) tthat one
can ohly break force with force and terror only with terror', then only
the occupation regime in Bonn is responsible for the consequences and ne-
—ither the NS comrades who have been provoked nor the NSDAP/AO helpers or
even members. We will oppose the merciless police and judicial terror to
which we were until now helplessly subjected with an adequate resistance,”
One connot totally reject the possibilify that the use of violence and
terror by the neo-Nazis constitutes part of a clear strategy. Kuhnen is
reported to have once stated that bombing attacks were intended to weaken
the citizens'! feelings of security, thereby increasing demands for more
authoritarian solutions which would serve to prepare the ground for Nati-
-onal Socialism,,lé5 Moreover one should add here that above all viclence
and terror are ideally suited to serve the same functions as the other
activities of the groups are intended to serve, namely to provoke and to
attract attention to the existence of neo-NS organisations

Despite certain similarities, official sources pointed out that ths

ivities of neo=Nazi circles differed clearly in "naturs; in-
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tv and brutality“164from those of left-orisnted groups. Whethsr &

HWorth Cerman neo-Nazi terrorist group would in fact have executed plans

for sxample, found to ba doubtiul
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which involved committing murdsT WAS;

o SRRy

sEueTtes

o




. 16
in a recent court case, Several explanations were put forward as to

why this should be the case. For one thing, right-wing terrorist circles

tended on the whole to be relatively short-lived, that is, the authorit-

—~ies appeared to be more successful at curtailing such activity on the

Right than on the Left., One official source attributed this to the fact

that "As a rule neo-Nazi, like all right-extremists, maintain conspirat=

—ive modes of behaviour only with difficulty. It is a basic characteristic
of a right-extremist that he ‘carries his heart on his tongue'. He is
very communicative for reasons of mentality,"166 Secondly reference was
made to the absence on the Right of the necessary leadership personnel3167
However, the fact that plans relating to murder were discussedil68
the widespread praise to be found in neo=Nazi writings for murders comm-
-itted by left-wing terrorists and the fact that more and more neo=Nagzi
activists had access to arms and explosives, all seemed to suggest that
sooner or later murder was likely to become an element of the criminagl
activity of neo-Nazi activists. This was then confirmed by the deaths of
2 Vietnamese refugees as a result of a Molotov-Cocktail attack in Hamburg
on the 22 August 1980 and above all by the bomb-attack (by a member of
the "Webrsportgruppe Hoffmann', although there is no evidence that this
member was acting with the blessing of the recently banned Hoffmann group)
at the Munich beer-~festival in September of 1980, which resulted in the
deaths of 12 individuals, including women and young children,‘and in a
total of 211 injured5169 Since these new developments, the difference hs-
~tween terrorism of the Right and of the Left is no longer that right-
extremists are less "brutal’ but that they are more indiscriminate in
their use of violence than extremists of the Left, most of whose victims

have been either high-ranking public officials or members of the security

forces,

54

e e

T

Ei‘—“&‘5}5)ﬁm@»&m@ﬁﬂ%‘*ﬁ?’miﬁﬁ?ﬂi}?ﬁ L

R S e e e

P R T




1.6 Conclusion

To conclude the present chapter one can reiterate some of the major

points and evaluate some of the major trends. The neo-Nazi Right is com-

-posed of a large number of small militant cadre organisations stressing

direct, provocative action, pursuing an exclusively extraparliamentary -
strategy. Although this could be seen as a sign of weakness, it is never-
~theless clear that as a result of the organisational and tactical reori-
=entations on the Right, a form of right-extremism has emerged which is
particularly suited to the conditions prevailing in the Federal Republic
of the seventies. Neo=National Socialist groups are outperforming older,
more established groupings. Whilst the NPD has experienced a serious and
continuous loss of members since the early seventies and complains of
resignation and apathy amongst those remeining;neo~Nazi groups have succ-—
—~eeded in mobilizing large numbers of young people. The small, militant
groupings (and the militant 'JN') show integrative and cohesive charact-
—-eristics and capacities for mobilization which, at least under present
conditions, cannot be equalled by larger, more moderate political parties.
Furthermore, despite the absence of a unified neo=Nazi organisation, the
extent of the interaction and cooperation between the various groupings
suggests that one should consider the whole rather than stress the splin-
=tered nature of neo=Nazism.

Considerable emphasis is placed by official sources on the fact that

the increased attraction of neo-Nazism by no means compensates numerically

g

for the losses experienced by the far Right as a whole,; that is, on the

. membership is concerned organised right-extremism In

o170

epublic shows a negative balance This argument, howsvsr

the Federal R

. v e tie waldiditv iF takes the organisational reorisntations
loses much of its validity if one takes tae organisatlonal reorisntation
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on the Right into consideration, the fact, for example, that neo=Nazi

groups are not membership Organisations but cadre formations., Moredver

a more significant tendency on the extreme Right than the decline in tot-

—al membership is "that in the present crisis the formation of right-

radical centres of activity in certain sections of 'young people! is succ-

~eeding (or at least can succeed),":]'71 This phenomenon gains its true

relevance against the background of a theory which explains the develop-
-ment of the NSDAP into a mass movement from cadre formationsal72
Finally one must consider the increasing tendency for violence, ins
~cluding armed violence, to become a constituent element of the phenomenon
of neo=Nazism. Whilst the relevant authorities are coming to accept that
as a result of this tendency, right-extremism "must continue to be cons-—
—idered as a danger spot for public security and be monitored with extr—

A - . - o . .
~eme care by the responsible security forces," 13 this view, which se

i)
[¢}])
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o

1eo=Nazism essentially as a short-term security problem, would not seem

(¢}

to constitute a true estimation of the potential dangers resulting from
the use of violence. Notable in this respect is the view put forward by
Oertzen, a member of the SPD party executive, at a symposium on neo=Nazism
organised by the SPD in Hannover in April 1978, who pointed out the posse
=ible wider implications for the development of West German society which
a combination of violence and terror from the Left and from ﬁhe Right
could have, especially the rdle this could play in increasing the suscept-
~ibility of broad sectors of West German society to that ".,.call for law
and order in that demagogic sense that we knOWG§5"174 In other words,
somewhat incongruously, the phenomenon of neo-Nazism could conceivably
bring about the more general adoption of a political philoscphy which the
neo=lazis themselves propagate, not as a result of the successful recapiion
of their propaganda, but rather indirectly, as a general reaction to ths

' - vitina]l instability which thelr very existence and activit-
aymptoms of political instability w
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-ies tend to create. In & similar vein Kortzfleisch prertinently pointed

out that although there are relatively few people involved in neo-Nazi

groups, left~wing terrorism has clearly shown what results a limited num-

-ber of individuals can achieve.175 Oertzen also remarked that right-

extremist actions could serve as a useful alibi for conservative and re-

actionary circles to Justify the increasing

176

ly authoritarian deformation

of the state. Although there was no evidence to substantiate this

agsertion at that time, such a tendency was apparent in the wake of the
Munich beer-festival bombing., Strauss attributed the attack to the demo-
~ralisation of the security forces as a result of liberal policies and
stressed the need to strengthen them=177 In view of the experience in

the Weimar Republic where measures taken in response to the threat eman-

~ating from the extreme Right served in the end to suppress progressive

and democratic forces, it would appear necessary to monitor closely deve— .

~lopments in this direction.
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CHAPTER 2

NEO=NAZISM s; IDEOLOGY

o
@
it

Introduction

It is when examining the ideological orientation of the groups
which are the subject of the present study that the determination of
relevant criteria against which this orientation can be measured proves
to be most problematic. The Naziideology, as Sontheimer noted in his
detailed study of "Antidemocratic Thouglht in the Weimar Republic' “was
never a uniform doctrine which could be compared, even remotely, with
the cohesion of the Marxist ideology. It is a question, as various .auth-
—ors have already emphasized; of a conglomeration of the most varied
ideas, in which certainly at first the folkish Ideas were determinative,
which however developed more and more into an open system which permitt-
—ed numerous interpretations and accentuations according to the situation
Key components of the Nazi ideology -~ antisemitism

. . 1 i
agnd the audience.’ ]

extreme nationalism, the emphasis on the folkish community, the particu=
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~lar concept of the 'Reich', the rejection of pluralist, liberal democracy,

the anti-Left complex - were by no means ‘inventions!' of the Nazis but

were constituent elements of the ideology of the pre-national socialist

. . . 2
anti-democratic Right.® In many cases fascism sets itself apart from the

broad spectrum of right-extremist groups only by the more agressive for-

~-mulation of the contents of its ideology.3 Consequently the characteriza-—

=tion of an ideology as neo-Nazi necessitates an analysis not only of

content but also of style.

In addition to pointing out the problems posed by the eclectic nature
of the National Socialist ideology, one must also consider hers to what
extent elements of that ideology constitute valid criteria for post=Nazi
rightist ideologies. Ki#hnl, whilst not denying certain shifts of emphasis,
tends on the whole to stress the ideological similarities between hist—
—orical fascism and neo-fascism, asserting, for example, that in their
basic thought patterns the National Socialist Party and the NPD are iden-—
=tica1a4 Niethammer's research; however,; has shown that a certain differen-
~tiation is necessary. Whilst aspects of old National Socialist tradition
remain significant as far as post-fascists or 'old Nazis'® are concerned,
the emergenee of a new genseration of nationalists in the sixties has had
the consequence that "Authority and efficiency and economic conservatism
are becoming more important as principles to the NPD than the ideologilcal
imperatives of the i3039"5 These new nationalists or neo-fascists werse
not interested in rehabilitating National Socialism (which for Kihnl is
a key component of post-war Pight=ezﬁrémigm) but in creating "a moderu
dynamic rightist political grouping firmly based on the functional needs
of the $60s and i7Oss“6 According to Niethammer; fascism in ths post-
war period is essentially characterized not by its ideclogical affinity
to Nazism but by a movement away from the National Socialist model towards

to the conditions prevailing in ths

an "Original neo-fascism adapted
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Federal Republic."7

In the seventies, with the emergence of the groups which are the sub-

-ject of the present study, there would appear to have been a reversal

of this trend. The essentinl characteristics of neo-lazism are the resu-~
—scitation of elements of the Wational Socialist ideology and of elements

of the ideology of right-wing groupings of the fifties and, as was the
case with the SRP, a concentration on the rehabilitation of, and an open
identification with, National Socialism, its leading personality and its
goals. For the purpose of clarity the following analysis of neo=iiazi
ideology has been divided into four sections dealing in turn with neo-=Nazi

views on the Federal Republic and democracy, National Socialism, the mass

murder of Jews during the 'Third Reich' and the Second World War.

202 Ideology

2.201 The Federal Republic and Democracy.

The banning of the SRP was a clear indication thet an overt rejection of
the legitimacy of the Federal Republic would not be tolerated by the auth-
~orities. Orgenised right-extremists modified their stance accordingly. It
is a basic premise of the neo-Nazi Right, however, that legally the ‘Third
Reich' continues to exist. The Federal Republic, as far as neo-lNazis are
concerned, is not a legitimate German state but an arbitrary creation of
the allies who continue to exercise sovereign control over if, In a leaf-
~let for which the Jjournal 'Wille und Veg' claims responsibility, one can
read for example "The GERMAN REICH has not perished. Even the Constituti-
-onal Court confirms thise“B In his so-called "Declaration of Principles
and Proclamation' Roeder asserts "On May 8, 1945 only the Gemman Wehrmacht
capitulated. The Reich and the Government were not legally affected§ but

- P L o ST i > _over’:iun‘tzf‘ _A_lSO the O(Ln’.upatlon Gf tl’l%
only hindered in the execution of s ely .

anv of this legal condition,... The so=called Fedearal
3

Reich did not change




Republic is not a state of Germans, but a provisional administration By

the Allies. There is no peoples state of Federal Citizens and DDR oitig.

-ens; there are only Germans who were torn apart by arbitrary force. The

top sovereign of these so called State-structures, which are nothing more

than a creation of the armistice, is not the German people, but the allied

governments, who have reserved the right anytime of forceful and arbitrary

9

interference.”” The continuing ban on the NSDAP is put forward as eviden—

-ce for the lack of sovereignty of the Federal Republicelo

It is against the background of arguments such as these that the
Federal Republic is defamed as a "'rascals state" (Lumpenstaat), as a "gar—
—~bage Republic"; whilst members of the Government are denounced as "dis-
-honourable executors of allied revenge policies", as an "anti=German
mob', aé "collaboraters" and as "enemies of the people.”ll The agressive
nature of the neo~Nazi attacks on the Republic and its leading represent—
—~atives is underlined by the lack of respect shown even for the deceased.
Mock abituaries appeared in numerous neo-Nazi publications after the mur-
~der of the Federal Prosecutor Siegfried Buback. The following, appearing
in 'Der Aufmarsch', a publication of the 'Faschistischer Front', is a typ-
~ical example : "Buback was a leading representative of this 'FRG'-Regime,
which we Fascists and all decent Germans hate profoundly, Therefore we
are not sorrowful at his sudden deatha"12 These attacks on the Federal
Republic are combined, as was the case with the SREP, with an unveiled de=
-mand for the restoration of the 'Reich'. The programmes of both the TANSE

and the 'Deutsch-Volkische Gemeinschaft' (DVG) contain explicit demands

i"lz 2 z 5 > <
for the founding of a new 'Grossdeutsches Reich! 7 and it is emphasized
that this by no means refers merely to a 'reunification! (of the FRG and
the GIR) 14 In his 'Declaration of Principles and Proclamation’ Roeder
e G s 5

reunited, neutral German Reich with good relgtions with all
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neighbours... Only a free, unoccupied, reunited German Reich can make

peace and be in good relations with other peoples. Only such a Reich

can make reliable and long standing policies. Only such a Reich is . a

dependable partner. Upon the actual state of dismemberment, no peace and

no just order can be built. The CGerman people will never come to terms

with such an arrangement.l5 The reference in this citation to a 'neutral
German Reich' reminds one of the national neutralist stance taken by the
right-wing groupings of the fiftiesl6(including the SRP) and above all
of the Hitler - Stalin pact. In an 'open letter' to Leonid Breschnew,
Roeder was even more explicit : ",,, In this context I must emphasize
that in the Third Reich also prominent individuals, with Goebbels at
their head, advocated a partnership with the Soviet-Union. Goebbels even
emphasized that the Communist system was closer to us, ideologically,
than the culture-destroying, decadent West. It is not the Communists of
theYWestern world who are your allies. One can see that from the so~call-
—ed Buro-Communists. They are enemies of Russia, zionist or masonic
lackeys of the capitalists. No, the national population of Germany is,
historically, the true ally of Russia.."17
Although Roeder seems to stand alone in his advocation of an all-
~iance with the Soviet Union, other groups being characterized by their
agressive anti-Communist and anti~Soviet stance = '"Fight LEFT-fascist
VERMIN"18= neutralism and especially the anti-capitalist elément in evie
~dence here are major components of the neo=RNazi ideology. In its prog-
—ramme the 'DVG' demands that "Greater Germany must maintain strict
neutrality" and that Capitalism must be replaced by "Folkish socialism®
which is interpreted as "Service to the people's Gﬁmmuni‘tyeﬁlg) Kihnen
pointed out in an interview that "We see in Soclalism the unity of the

people as, in ¢

that neither under Capitalism mor under Communism can a sensible control
a €1 T H




of the economy be achieved, And we call our ideas relating to economic

control and the people's community, relating to the solidarity of all

groups in the economic context socialism.uZO This anti-capitalist elen-
~-ent, which again had been neglected by right-wing groups in the post-war

period, smacks of the pseudo-socialism of the left-wing of the Nazi party
and of the SRé.

As far as democracy is concerned, neo-Nazis again stress that it did
not emerge as a consequence of the will of the German people but was
~introduced forcibly by the allies.21 If one looks more closely at their
rejection of democracy one can see evidence for the fact that it is above
all the liberal, pluralist components of Western democracy (political
parties, interest groups etc.) which'come under attack, a form of democr-
-acy which in addition to being regarded, as it was by the anti-democratic
Right of the Weimar Republic,22 as un—German, alien and unsuitable for
Germany - "Whoever is a German connot be a democrat and whoever is a dem-
-ocrat, cannot be a true German"g2 is seen to be inherently divisive and
corrupt and which can only lead to chaos. In 'Der Aufmarsch', for example,
one can read that inldemocracy "The nation is torn aparf into no longer
compatible parties and views... corruption moves in. Not one day goes by
where not at least one corruption scandal or a racket involving a parlia-
~mentary wingbag is discovered.“24 Roeder notes that "Part;es produce
artificial contradictions and make corruption unavoidable. The foundation
of the moral order of a people can only be the family... no political
party or trade==unioni"25 Finally in an interview Kuhnen explained that
"We do not reject democracy, We reject leberalism. I.e. we hold the view
that there are other means of enabling the people to participate in the
formation of the political will than via parties. The Spanish fascist
leader José Antonio once said : People are not born into parties... the

uld take place via the family, the commun=

participation of the people sho




—ity and the place of work, whilst the parties lead on the whole only to

' 26 : .
the destruction of a state,n According to Klhnen trade-unions must also

disappear so that decisions are taken only in the "interests of all" and

"individual groups do not try to enforce their well~being to the detriment

. 27 X
of publlc welfare," The caution in evidence in Kihnens attempted diff-

—erentiation between democracy and liberal, parliamentary democracy is not

a characteristic of those groups which operate in the underground. Acco-
-rding to 'Wille und Weg' "Not majority rule but the leadership principle
will give our nation once again honour, order and greatness."28

In a further attempt to discredit the existing democratic order neo-
Nazis point to the discrepancy between the high ideals for which it alleg-— ‘]
—edly stands and the actual situation in the Federal Republic, In 'Der
Wind schlégt um" one can read, for example, "According to Herr Scheel we
have never had such a free and constitutional system as we have today,..
But the facts are unfortunately different... I, for example, am myself a
victim of this war against people of a different political persuasion... 8
In a free country there are no political police...above all, however, no
political trials. In a free country there are no bans on political part-

~-ies, no 5% clauses, no employment bans for people of certain political

: . 2
persuasions (Berufsverbote) and no decrees concerning radicals," 7 The
ban on the NSDAP is, it is alleged, "incompatible with the underlying
30

principals of a liberal democracy."
The present political and social order in the Federal Republic is
clearly rejected by neo-Nazis. It is to be replaced by a society based

on the ifolkish community' and structured according to an authoritarian

view of the state;




2.2.2 View and Selection of Information on National Socialism.

An open identification with Hitler and National Socialism was not a

characteristic of the wvast majority of right-wing groupings in the post-

war period. This is not surprising. As Ashkenasi stresses and as was

pointed out in the introduction of the present studyy former National Soc-
-ialists were only one of many categories of organised nationalists comp-
~eting for power in the early post-war period.31 Later, as Niethammer's !

- research has shown, a new generation of 'neofascists! emerged, for whom
the NS system did not serve as a model, For those who remained loyal to
the NS experience or to aspects of NS tradition, the ban on the SRP had
shown that an open admission of their loyalty was likely to result in
administrative measures being taken against them. Moreover it was becom—
~ing increasingly clear to right-wing groups that their isolation was
above all the result of their being too closely identified with National
Socialism. In the seventies, with the emergencé of neo-Nazi groups, the
situation has undergone a complete reversal.

According to Roeder "the open acknowledgement of Adolf Hitler as the
leader of and a model for our people"Bzwas for him personally a truly
liberating action. In the NS=Kampfruf one can read that the "Final goal
is the creation of an NS state in a free, sovereign, united Greater German
Reich and a New Order with racist guiding principles in the whole of the

Aryan worldeﬁgz For the ANS, Michael Kuhnen explains that "4s far as

i = 3 1 o 3 b %
theory is concerned, we orient ourselves on the great political figures

of the twenties and thirties, who tried at that time not only to prepare

ideologically, but also to really practice the so=called third path...
- [ 7

between democracy and communism. For us in Germany it is natural that

Adolf Hitler is for us the greatest politician which we have had in rscsnt
i A
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times." For Erwin Schoénborn the "Idea of national Socialism: is+the

only genuine alternative to thoge ideologies, which are misanthropic and

inimical to the peoples (VSlkerfeindlich), which rule the world todaye“35

In view of this open identification with National Socialism, it is

not surprising that a "fanatical glorification of National Socialism and

. X 6.
its former representatlves"5 is a key component of neo-Nazism. National

Socialism is seen and portrayed not just as another political movement
but rather, and Knutter notes a similar tendency in right radical public-
~ations of the 1950s, as an "historical phenomenon of great importance
and of intellectual-cultural significance," an almost religious=like
phenomenon. National Socialism is raised to a higher level, is seen as
the ideological foundation of a new historical era, These tendencies can
be geen clearly in the following citations. The 'Volkischer Becbachter!
states : "National Socialism, once the deliverance of Germany is today
still strictly forbidden for and withheld from the Germans by its enemies
and their internal helpers. The enemies of the spirit (des Geistes) over—
look the laws of intellectual cause and effect. They think that ideas
and teachings can be extinguished by paragraphs and decrees, persecutions,
But each state of power (Machtzustand) is a temporary political constell-
wgtion which will not be repeated and the vacuum of mediocrity hates
nothing more than the intellectual abundance of an idea which the former
is not capable of opposing with anything comparable or bette‘re Like a
religious wave, the gospel of the coming millenium, National Socialism,
has seized all peoples of the earth... The signs are becoming more and

the Ysignal of 1 i " oea read visibly from the
more numerous and the Ysignal of the times" can be read visibly fr

wn

kies...and the best Nationalists amongst the psoples are occupled with

National Socialism in the knowledge that it will be the gospel of coming
T & & = )

adl Tokart demands "Struggle for the sacred goals and idsas of
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Hitler also is seen and portrayed as a figure of historic proportion

and of lasting significance, a mythical. and religious-like character. For

the DVG Hitler is "one of the g8reatest sons"39of the German people. In

the 'Volkischer Beobachter! one can read "On the 45th anniversary of the

National Socialist take-over in the German Reich, Adolf Hitler's movement

is once again in action... We lower the flags and place on the invisible

grave of the greatest man of all the historical epochs of the nation, the
laurel crown with the swastika..."4o To Adolf Hitler the 'Faschistische

Front' attributes "unique historical achievements" and "true leadership"

which will be "a spring of strength for our people even in a thousand

41

years." The BBI saw in Hitler a "deeply religious person" in vhom per-

~haps after a hundred years people will see a Saviour."42

Thé justification for this type of adulation of Hitler would appear
to lie, as far as neo-Nazis are concerned, in the 'noble aims' pursued
and in the 'concrete achievements! of the regime. Hitler is alleged to
have saved Germany and Europe from Bolshevism and the white race from Jew=
—~ish domination. The 'Volkischer Beobachter' asserts that "On that day
almost 50 years ago, Germany and Europe were once again, through his will
and actions, saved from the red flood and thus Western Europe was given
another opportunity of reforming itself in peace and order, in freedom
and responsibility."43 tyille und Weg' points out that "At ihe Zionist's
congress in Basel in 1897, the final solution of the white race with the
help of 3 world wars was plenned... The great Aryan leader Adolf Hitler
tried to avert the horrific fate which was approaching the white ra.ceéﬁ44
In a similar vein, but with a somewhat less cautious choice of language,

a hand-painted sign outside the headquarters of a so-called 'NS-Kampfgr-

uppe! read "30th January 1933 - In a short time National Socialism under
- eq

dolf Hitler removed the Kosher dictate of Versailles and

45

our leader A

swept the garlic eaters (Knoblauchfresser) from the Reich."




Here it would appear that elements of the Nazis' own propaganda héve been

adopted by the neo-Nazis,

Particular emphasis is placed on National Socialism's and Hitler's
alleged success in solving the economic and social crisis of the 30s and
in creating a true people's community. Under Hitler, it is alleged, the
German people enjoyed internal peace and prosperity and once again found
happiness. The ANS Kampfprogramm asserts that "Within a few years Natio~
-nal Socialism put an end to mass unemployment, reestablished social 5
peace, improved the standard of living, united all Germans and obtained
international recognition for the Greater German Reich."46 A leaflet
produced by the NSDAP/AO and headed with a swastika reads "Under this
sign, no unemployment, no inflation, no corruption."47 The 'NS—Kampfruf''
points out that under Hitler "The mutilated nation was replaced by the
community of the people... Everyone could see that the application of
the principles of Adolf Hitler's national Socialism created a happy and
contented people."48

As a final justification of National Socialism neo=Nazis stress the

legality of the Nazi regime., In an interview Kuhnen pointed out that

n,,.we work legally...in the...knowledge that the German people cannot be

won through terror and that National Socialists have never needed to use
terror in order to win the German people. National Socialists came to
power at that time in the free electionse“49 A citation in "Der Sturmf
reads "Thirty years ago the last German government was unlawfully impris-
—oned in degrading circumstances. As a result of this unparalleled act

of banditry by the English and thé Americans, the German people were rob—

.
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~bed of their lawful and elected leadership.”

thi tion one might add that to the glorification of
To conclude this section one might add that © & Zl

Hitler and National Socialism there corresponds praise for more contem=
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Long live General Franco! 5 communist criminals executed-- a blessing

for Spain! The red pack howls with rage; but their days are numbered -

v . 1
here also! Germany needs fa301sm!"5 Similarly on the occasion of

Franco's death the same journal expressed its sympathy: "The Caudillo is

dead. We grieve with the Spanish people.u52

2.2.3 Attitude to the Mass Murder of Jews and Antisemitism,

There is no doubt that the chief obstacle to a more favourable rec-
—eption of National Socialism are the measures undertaken by the Nazi
regime against its political, ideological but especially racial opponents,
Neo-Nazi activists would seem to be well aware of this problem., Kuhnen
notes, for example, that "You can go anywhere in Germany today, into the
street, or into the pub, and say, what do you think of Hitler and Natio-
-nal Socialism and you will hear a lot which is positive. But again and
again two standard argumentss If he had not started the war and if he ..

no3

had not gassed the Jews. It is not surprising then that a consider-

—able proportion of neo-Nazi propaganda is concerned with denying the

crimes perpetrated under the NS regime.54 The DVG points out that "For

over thirly years now it has been hammered into us Germans by the press,
schools, radio and television that we Germans murdered millions of Jews

during the second world war. Systematic work by German and foreign hise
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—torians has now proven that it is a case of a huge hoaxi" In a pamph-

~let headed "Dear Comrades in the Bundeswehr' Erwin Schonborn of the
KDS asks members of the Bundeswehr to visit so-called 'Auschwitz trials?,
so that they too become witnesses to the fact the "...the KDS is right

when it asserts that in Auschwitz also there were no 'gassing establish-

'n56 rn was also responsible for the widely distributed

~mentg’

Schonbo

e




leaflet with the following text: "We shall pay 10,000IM reward for every

. . ) _
indisputably proven 'gassing' in a 'gas chamber! of a German concentration

camp. We do not accept witnesses from Poland, Israel or the USA, who, as

in the NS trials, committed perjury, without having been prosecuted for

it, We require: name, Christian name, date of birth, place of birth,

where arrested, imprisoned in which XZ and in which X% 'gassed'.,"57 In a

later leaflet Schonborn concluded that "After, during more than two years,

not a single witness, either from amongst the prisoners or from the sur— I
-viving members of the guard details, has come forward to claim the large

sum of money, that which for a long time now has been proven as far as

science and history are concerned, namely that gassings did not take

place in any German K7 because there were neither 'gas chambers' or sim-

~ilar installations or any other kinds of establishment for mass annihi-

-lations, is now evident for the masses also. Only totally imbecile

complete idiots or agents of the war criminals! state Israel can still
propagate today the lies about the gassings."58
The favourite means utilised by neo-Nazis to substantiate these
denials are the citing of eye-witnesses and accounts based on personal
experience. In one of his mass produced ‘'letters' W.D. Rothe cites the
so-called eye-witness J.G. Burg : "As a member of a state commission of
enquiry I had the opportunity at the end of 1944 to visit Maidanek offic-~

~ially, In the Autumn of 1945 privately, once again Maidanek and Ausch-

—witz., I was able to look at everything... 1 spoke at length with in-

mates who had been imprisoned for numerous years...not one of then had
sver heard of or seen a gas chamber in which human beings had been kill-
—ed;;; I also had the opportunity of speaking unimpeded and candidly
with former aids and no=one knew anything about mass annihilations ox

\ seﬁ59 Tpy an ‘informatidn sheet! the iDVGY pointed out that

of Jochen Flothi (Jochen Floth, the

Wig a result of the experiences




founder and first chairman of the DVG, had spent some time in the form-
—eT concentration camp Auschwitz as a prisoner of war and had supposedly
seen "nowhere gas chambers or anything similar and no mountains of corp-
-ses either") "and those of other witnesses (Thies Christophersen, Wilhelm
Staglich, Hinrich Harms, Bruno Feigl, J.V. Stolzenhain), it is proven
that there wefé no gassing installations in Auschwitz and consequently
the chatter in the press, on radio and television...abeout the millions of
gassed people is an evil l_ie."60 Finally Thies Christophersen in his
widely read autobiographical account of Auschwitz states "One evening, my
mother enguired about the crematoria where people were burnt...l searched
throughout the camp, checked every fireplace and all smoking chimneyse.
I did not find anything. When I asked my colleagues, they shrugged their
shouldérs: I should not believe such foul gossip."61

tlogical! argument is also used. In 'der Angriff' Werner Braun
points out that it was war-time and that the thousands of tons of coal
needed for even a million corpses, let alone 6 million, were needed else-
where. Braun even goes to the what he himself labels 'macabre'lengths of
calculating the amount of ash which would result from the burning of a
million corpses, an amount which he asserts it would have been impossible
to hide,62 Ggs chambers are explained away as "Disinfection rooms for
the extermination of vermin",63 whilst the crematoria were gsed for burn-—
-ing corpses to prevent the spread of epidemicsf,64 These views; however,
which admit the existence of gas chambers and crematoria but argue that
they had legitimate functions conflicts somewhat with the view, also
widely heard in neo-Nazl circles, that it has now been proven that the
gas chambers and crematoria had been built after the war by the allies
and by "Jewish bands in Americen uﬁif@rmse”é
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with the anti-German Propaganda - professing, for'ekamplé, the existe

~ence of corpse i .
pse factories where glycerine was produced from soldiers?

remains - prevalent during the first world wara66 The perpetrators of

these 'legends' are the Jews, Zionists and the allies., 'Der Angriff?

asserts that "Extorted 'evidence! from tortured German soldiers and the

exposure of Jewish liars (...) complete the picture,n®! Erwin Schémborn

recommends that one should visit the 'Auschwitz trials' to see "...how

the witnesses from Israel and Poland comnitted one perjury after anothera“68
The eye~witness J.G. Burg first learnt of mass murders and gassing inst=
-~allations, according to a citation by W.D. Rothe, "in the zionist prop-

69
o » i
—ggandist sohools in Breslau... .

The reasons given for the creation of these 'lies' are numerous,

Schonborn indicates that their purpose was to force the United Nations

to agree to the founding of the Israeli statee70 Werner Braun notes that

they were intended to "destroy National Socialism in Germany and to ruin

71

Germany's reputation in the world"™'“and also to "divert attention from

the war crimes" of the allies, "for if anyone deserved restitution then
we Germans and not the Jews."72
The view expressed above that not the Germans but above all the all-
~ies were the real criminals is to be found repeatedly in neo=Nazi pub-
~lications. In another pamphlet by W.D. Rothe entitled 'Holocaust' one
finds for example "The German women, children and old men who, in the
last world war, became victims of a Western capitalist bomb=dumping prof=
—iteering on German cities are considered to have been Just as little
exposed to genocide as the millions of victims of the expulsion of East
their homeland and the millions of victims of the so-callsd

RE

Germans from
fgilent camps' in the Soviet Uniofeee

iny mass murder of Jews during the TIII Reich’ exists

)

virulent antisemitism although the nature of this




and the language in which it is expressed varies from group to group. de-

-pending not so much on fundamental differences of opinion but rather on

tactical consicerations i.e., whether the organisation is active chiefly

in the open or whether there is a concentration on conspiratorial

, illeg—-
14

-al activity. Asked about the attitudes of the ANS towards the Jews

Kuhnen stressed, for example, that "WYe are not against individual Jews,

And this is not just a flowery phrase for Propaganda purposes. We have
nothing against individual Jews as long as they behave loyally. What we
do have something against is the organised power of world Jewry, whereby
the term world Jewry is in fact basically wrong. It is a case of those
Zionist organisations which, via America or via Israel, exert influence

i
.
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over all world politics." A similar position is to be found in the |
program of the DVG, also an openly operating organisation. Section 9 de-
~mands "The chief enemy of the freedom of Greater Germany and of the

world, international Zionism with its manifestations capitalism and comm-
~unism is tb be fought on a world-wide scale. The struggle must continue

76 The 'Freundeskreis der NSDAPY

until Zionism has been exterminated..."
is somewhat less cautious and does not consider it necessary to make

such subtle distinctions between Jews, international Jewry and Zionism:

"Consequently the term antisemitism is no longer up to date, Even the
use of the term anti-Zionism is hisleading because it diverts attention
from the real relationships. The Jews simply remain what they have been

for over 2,000 years, simply Jews and any other characterisation serves
¥
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s antivities. i
only to conceal their activities.

The language evident in the above citations contrasts strongly how=
(]

ever with that in publications originating from underground organisati-
=g ! Aia

seurnal of the NSDAP=Gau Hamburg and the Si=
—ons. In ‘Der Sturm', the journal of the NSDAP-Gau Hamburg it

. . o mmamd se pespect the peace of the dead, even
Sturm 8. Mai one can read "s..We Tespe P '

<]

4 dead Jew is after all a good Jewlss.

if they are hooked-nosed onese




When one reads the impudent challenge of these foreign parasites one is

seized with a cold fury and I think that we National Sociglists will

one day be glad that the concentration camps have been so well preserved
as a memorial of atrocities which never took place. They can in fact be

. . C e 8
put bagk into operation within 24 hoursl"7 This example is particularly

significant in that since 'Der Sturm' is edited by Kﬁhnen79who is also

the leader of the ANS, it would seem to support the view that the differ-

~ences in language are due merely to tactical considerations, The agre=
=ssiveness of the language in 'Der Sturm' is equalled and often surpassed
in the journals of other organisations working underground. ‘'Wille und
Weg! urges "Death to the Jewish Vermin."BO Wolf-Dieter Eckart demands
"Strike the Jews in their malicious faces (Fresse), smash their windows,
mark the houses of Jews as such. Burn down the synagogues which have
been left standing. Germany awaken! Arians, fight for an arian people's
community and annihilate Jewry which is the misfortune of us all. Sieg
Heile"81

The justifications for this anti-Jewish agitation are, according to
the neo~Nazis, numerous. 'Wille und Weg' points out that "Jews are an
oriental people and do not belong to the Buropean community of peoples.
Everything which is daily bringing about the destruction of this earth, %
has, in the final analysis, its origin in the false doctrines which since
the emancipation of the Jews are corrupting the peoplesﬁ"B2 Marxism is
seen as one of these false doctrines. The 'dictatorship of the prolete
—~ariat?' is, according to 'Wille und Weg' "the attempt to transform Jewish
dogma into practical politics‘"g3 In addition, Jews, it is asserted,

101d the real power both in the East and in the West and exert an infle
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nence quite incompatible with their number, A&n information sheet orig=
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Jews are looking at youl

~inating from the DVG entitled "USA and USS

‘des lists for example to show the number of leading positions in the
provides lists fo :




military and in the Government in both the USA and the USSR held by Jews

The pamphlet continues : "The Jews number only about 20 millions out of

a present world population of approximately 4,500, millions. Jews, how-

ever, hold leading positions in the USA, in the USSR and in almost all

the industrialized nations. WE REJECT THISQ"B4

2.2.4Attitude towards the war.

As noted at the begining of the previous section, the neo=Nazis are
well aware that in addition to the racist excesses of the 'III Reichf,

the war also constitutes a major impediment to any rehabilitation of
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It is not surprising then that to the denial of ths
mass murder of Jews, there corresponds a denial of Germany's role in sta=-

~rting the war. A sticker produced by the DVG demands, for exzample, "An

]
oe]
W

end to the 6 million Jews lie and to the war guilt lie.”
One method of absolving Germany from any guilt is to stress that the
Jews were the real initiators and beneficiaries of the war. In a letter
to the 'Israel Association of Fighters and the Anti=Hitler Front and
Victims of Nazism', the Wehrwolfgruppe Saar-Pfalz asserted, for example,
"You unleashed a world war against Germany and used other peoples to
carry out your dirty business. You set millions and millions of Arians
at variance with one another and let them bleed to death, whilst you poc= ;&
~keted the political and material profit from your war agitation. You
ruined our country and in addition the whole of Eur-opeiwﬁBé In a pam=
-phlet entitled wgionists unleashed the lst and the 2nd World Wars', BErwin
gshonborn claims that in a brochure Nahum Goldmann, the "spokesman of

international Jewry, ssindirectly but convincingly proves that the lat

r to get the English to agree, with the

world war was staged in oxde




Balfour declaration, to the fact that Palestine was to become the Jewish

homeland and that the second worlg war was provoked in order to finally

found the state of Israel."e7 ; 7

The above method is supplemented by arguments which are more accep-
~-tible on an intellectual level and thus more convincing, 'Der Angriff!
argues for example that the Poles were responsible for the second world
war : "The war fury and crusading mood against Germany which prevailed
in August 1939 in all groups of Polish society found its particular ex-
-pression in numerous declarations and newpaper articles... With the o
mobilisation which began on the 24 August 1939 the war psychosis in Pol-
-and had reached its peak. Poland was ready to force a war with Germany
at any price. Since the Reich could no longer accept the macedonian
conditions on its Kastern border which were no longer tolerable, there
resulted - and this had the effect of starting the war = the first sword-
stroke on the part of Germany."88 The fate of the German minority in
Poland is also put forward as a legitimation for the military action
taken against her. : "The international manipulators conceal...to this
day, the fact that at that time = in the summer of 1939 - as the life of
every single German in Poland was threatened and in the greatest danger,
there existed for the Reich a state of emergency transgressing normal law
and recognized in international law, which was based on the fact that the
Polish government was neither disposed to nor capable of adeQuately Pro=
~tecting its German citizens. In addition, by far the greatest part of
the Polish people participated in the hounding of Germans which was
staged; so the German march into Poland = if one wishes to De precise =
was nothing more than a police actionagainst terrorists which certainly
saved tens of thousands of German lives.™

Not only, however, do the neo-Nazis stress that the Polish orisis
NGt onlys i ¥

was the fault of Poland and the German intervention was totally justifisd
W@ e L d




and in accordance with international law, but they draw a clear distine-

=tion between this crisis ang the second world war i.e, they do not admit

the direct causal links between the two phenomena, In this way England

and France emerge as the guilty parties: "A world war developed from the

Germag—Polish border conflict,which was a result of continual murders of

Germans by the Poles, only when England and France declared war on Germ=
=any1"9o Likewise the ANS asserts "In the final analysis the English and
the French declared war on us and not the reversea"91

As far as the particular outcome of the war is concerned neo-Hazis
stress that Germany's defeat was not due to any shortcomings of the Ger-
-man soldier, whose bravery and fidelity to the cause and to Hitler are
stressed. A sticker originating from the 'DVG' is headed "Our fathers
were HEROES;"92 A leaflet, for which the journal 'Wille und Weg' claims
responsibility notes that Germans have a duty towards "The heroes who fell

at the fronts“93

The iNS=Kampfruf}points out that "The vast majority of
the Wehrmacht -~ Officers and men - remained true to the Leader and to
the Fatherland, to the death."94 Military defeat was the direct consequ-
—ence of the treachery of a small clique of Conservative generals : "Too
late, much too late, the Leader realized that the conservative Generals

had betrayed him... a handful of traitors cost the lives of a hundred th-

—ousand Cerman soldiers and cost Germany the victory. They are responsible

95

for Soviet rul% in the Eastern zone and in Eastern Europe.” Here one
can see an attempt to create a new 'stab-in~the-back' legend.
2.% Neo-Nazism and the extreme Right
hccording to one official source; it is difficult to assess the
=4 Liigs {

", ..8ince on the whole the neo=

oTigin of the phenocmenon of neo=Nazlsm




Nazi publications do not reveal . - 6 oy
an unequivocal target,n9 The above anslysis Ei

key elé ~Nazi i B
of key elements of neo-Nazi ideology and propaganda would seem to contradict ? 'g

this view. The virulence of the neo-Nagi attacks on: the political par- o

—~ties and the party system of the Federal Republic constitutes at least

corroborative ?vidence for the assertion that underlying the present dev-
-~elopments on the right is a profound dissatisfaction with the existing |
parties and the party system. Similarly the underlining of the economic

achievements of the 'III Reich' would seem to substantiate the claim that

neo-Nazi tendencies are closely linked to present economic difficulties. :”?W

The above study would also seem to indicate that one must be caut—
~ious of seeing neo-Nazis as mere ‘'pseudo-political rockers' or tharleq=
»uins'97without an ideological foundation., Neo-Nazi groups do, as clearly
emerged, possess an ideology, albeit a concoction of anti-communist,
racigty, .anti-semitic, folkish collectivist, anti-democratic, anti=party, -

and totalitarian maxims and slogans,; in short a mixture of fragments of

98

the National Socialist ideology. In addition they glorify the National

Socialist era and deny the '"negative aspects" of National Socialist rule.
This does not mean to say on the other hand that individual activists
(and according to some even parts of the neo-Nazi leadership) are "schooled,
ideologically intransigent Nazise"99 According to Rabe, despite the ad-
-option of the above maxims and slogans,; the young neOmNazis‘have scarcely

occupied themselves with the ichapter National Socialism' much more than

the average German young person@;oo Indeed this would appear tc be cons=

—firmed by the neo-Nazis thenselves. Kuhnen pointed out in an interview

e.z. that "Especially older people often turn up and say: 'You really
e
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ought to do some ideclogical schooling with your youngsters"s.. But if

T anl 1o to them lectures on Social Dare
I call my people 108

what else, thatfs when things

78




This would seem to Suggest firstly that it is not primarily out of

ideological conviction that young people join nedQNazi groupslo2 and second-

~ly that the fact that young neo-Nazig propagate a rebirth of National

Socialism does not necessarily signify an identifiocation with the NS ide-

-ology. According to Rabe it is more an "expression of their total rejeo—

~tion of this state,

. 103 ..
estroyece o In a similar vein Stdss notes "I doubt that the NS re-

which they no longer wish to change...only blindly

-naissance as a rule signifies an identification with National Socialism.

It is probable that as a result of a lack of positive identification points,
the most frightening caricature (Fratze) (Hitler) or the most frightening
symbol (swastika) is brought out; in order to express what one thinks

. 104

of Jest German society." Above all Nazi slogans, the denial of mass

murder are, like NS symbols and uniforms, aptly suited to draw attention
to the groups i.e. fulfil an essentially provocative functionelo5
On the other hand one should not underestimate the significance of
the ideclogy. According to Kihnen, for those members who have been activs
for longer periods "the ideologicel foundations and ideological practice
(Betdtigung)...are of primordial importance."l06 There seems little rea-
-son to dispute this view that there is a direct correlation between the
length of membership and the degree of identification with the ideology
propagated. An assessment of the role of ideology by Koppernagel
indicates the possible processes involved in this gradually increasing
identification. The ideology "...provides an external foe which firstly
increases the degree of attachment to the group (c¢e) and provides a scape-
zoat and consequently a simple explanation for one's own and soclal misery.

. N EYead S T
The 'positively experienced' group cohesion frees one firstly from one's

J

dy for these problemsi once

own problems and the ideology has a culprit re

f

o ) . . Tt ainst the lattser, they have &
eslings of enmity have been stimulated agains 8 3 J

strengthening effect on the jdentification with the group, which in turn
bt AL 4
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increases the belief in the ideology, Consequenfly’the young person finds
himself in a closed circle, in which to an ever greater degree the new

meaning of the nationalist ideology can become a certainty.nlo7 The very

nature of the ideology, its lack of complexity,

tendencyoloB

would seem to support this

The particular nature of the neo-Nazi ideology, above all the fact

that it does not constitute a 'closed system'; the fact that a clearly
defined ideological framework has not been developed but fragments of the

1S ideology have been adopted = a consequence of the neo=Nazi's neglsct

of ideoclogical questions and their emphasis on action = must also be

—sidered in relation to the potential threat posed. For one thing one

must point out that this says very little about its potential mobilizing

capacity as becomes particularly clear if one considers the particular
nature of the Nazi ideology itself. In his study "Antidemoccratic Thought.
in the Weimar Republic! Kurt Sontheimer noted, for example, that "The
National Socialist ideology was never a uniform doctrine, which could be
compared, even remotely with the cohesion of the Marxist ideology... The

ambiguity of the National Socialist ideology was a general pre-requisite
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for the mass influx." It would appear incorrect also to see the aba-

~ence of a clearly defined neo~Nazi Ideology as a confirmation of the

fact that the neo-Nazi Right is characterised essentially by an ideological
chaos. The empirical analysis above showed that although there are sli=
—ght differences of emphasis of position between the various groups, on
the whole it is not the differences which are of significance but the

fundamental similarities. As Schafer points out "Common to all (groupa)

is an unconditional approval of National Socialism, the struggle for its

return and against the systema“l The relative neglect of ideclogical
turn & ’ §

questions would seem to go a long way towards explaining the high degres

Letween the various groups noted in the previous chapier.
, n il i I




The extreme rivalry among groups of the extreme Left where ideology plays

& mach more important role would appear to support this view, On the

other hand what Rowold pointed out for the "New Right' namely that the

absence of a stringent ideological framework prevents impulses for the

. 11
development of a political party, 1 that is the transformation of infor~

- -mal links into an organisational unification, remains valid for the

neo=Nazi Right and in this respect the particular nature of the neo=Nazi
ideology would seem to be a serious weakness,

It would appear to be a weakness in a further respect, namely in that
it impedes a clear demarcation from the traditional Right.112 The views
concerning the relationship between the various groupings on the Right
differ widely. Official sources stress the distinctions and assert that
the Right is made up of a number of fratricidal factions,ll3 which more-
over is put forward as a key justification for the view that the far Right
does not constitute a threat to democracy in Western Germany. Rabe sup—
~ports this view citing decrees issued by the various extremist factions
themselves referring to the incompatibility of the different ideological
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positions, However if one compares the ideology extrapolated above

with 'national-democratic' and 'national=liberal' positions, one sees that
there are in fact more similarities than differences. Schafer. who carr—
~ied out a detailed analysis of the range and structure of neo-Nazi pro=
-paganda,; writes that the positions of the various factions are not so
different that all groups are not influenced by the propaganda of the

115 Moreover it is only against such a background that the numer-

5 links between the various factions pointed out in the previous chapter

become at all possible. Consequently one must look for other explanations
ecome at a s

for the repeated official i Abgrenzungen' from the neo=Nazil right than
for the rej

fundamental ideological incompatibility. It may, for example, be an ati-

articularly young members to neo-Hazi organis=

—empt to stem the flow of p




t‘onslléor tactical
-atl a tactical move to aviod administrative;feactions which could

impede their own legal activities, 17

The view that the far Right is weak as & result of inter-group ide-

-ological warfare is therefore incorrect. Similarly the view that neo-

Nazism is insignificant in that very

few individuals hold such views must

also be discounted. It has become clear that considerable numbers of

organised extremists hold views which differ only marginally from those
held by the neo-Nazis. On the other hand the fact that t.e views held
by neo-Nazis are so similar to those held by much stronger groups of or-
~ganised extremists would seenm to‘permit the assumption that these stro-
-nger groups would exert a considerable attraction on neo-Nazi activists
in the event of, for example, a reversal in the present electoral fort-
=unes of the former,

Despite our view that there exists a fundamental ideological comp-—
—~atibility on the far Right, this does not mean that one can ignore the
differences between the neo-Nazi and the traditional Right., Neo-Nazism
is a much more extreme version of right—extremism than has been seen
hitherto in the Federal Republic. This radicalisation (and one will re-
-member that the NPD is becoming increasingly more radical under pressure
from the JN) constitutes a major change on the Right., The following sec=
~tion will consider the possible origins of this trend. It will also,
by looking at the relationship between the extreme Right and more signi-
~ficant political and social forces, attempt to provide a more accurats

assessment of the potential danger emanating from the far Right.

2.4 The Extreme and the lModerate Right.

lisation on the fer Right is concerned, it i

o

As far as the radica

. . -~ level. this process 1s closely related to the incre-
svident that, on one level, this pro




-asing influence of young people who are not Onlfyb§§;hologically more

prone to radical alternatives but who, unlike many of the older activists

and leadership figures, neither experienced the 'IIT Reich' nor the fail-
—ures encountered by rightist organisations thtoughout the fifties and

s 118
early sixties., However, in as much as the more radical position was

initially expounded by older activists, as was seen in the previous chap-

—-ter, to see the ideological changes the Right is presently undergoing
solely in terms of the changes in membership structure would seem to be
an overestimation of their significance. External factors must also be
taken into consideration. Horchem notes in this respect that Right-extrem-
-ism "is isolated from all prevailing political ideas of this decade...

It is cut off from the offensive forces established on the Left or the
extreme Left and consequently produced - in decay and weakness - a mili-—

19

~-tant neo-Nazism."1 For Horchem then the process of radicalization on

the Right appears as the result of a simple 'Trotzreaktion', a reaction
to the total marginality of right-extremism in the Federal Republic of the
seventies,

It is our contention, however, that this view constitutes a serious
error. A first indication of this emerges from a consideration of past
trends on the Right. Far from bringing about a radicalisation, the isol-
~ation of rightist ideologies in the post-war period introduced a trend
towards moderation. Above all, however, although analyses of membership
figures and trends appear to suggest that right-extremism is isolated,
comparisons between the ideological positions of right-extremism and those
of other social and political groups show, as numerous commentators have
already pointed out, that this is in fact no longer the case., H.D. Muller's
work 'Der Springer-Konzern' which vas published in 1968 and was based
primarily on an analysis of 'Die Welt'! and 'Welt am Sonntag'! showed clea-

to use Sontheimer's words, '".,.the new national=

-rly, for example, that,




=igm of this pr i .
pressy which operateg within the democratic consensus and

any extremism, is only a version which has been polished up and freed
rrom over-orude primitivism, of the same nationalist thought and senti-

-ment which is indigenous to the Right and which is decried as radiocal,n 20

Towards the end of the Adenauer era this new Nationalism had made a not

insignificant impact on certain leadership groups in the Federal Republic:
"Erhard, the Federal Chancellor proclaimed emphatically 'the end of the
post-war period', Gersienmaier, the President of the Bundestag touched
upon (umkreiste) the idea of the Nation and of the Fatherland in a series
of addresses in which he recommended a healthy nationalism as a course
of political rehabilitation (Besserungskur)...ln an abundance of remarks
of this type, an official change of tone towards a supposedly purified
nationalism revealed itself."l2l

Ixemplary of the significance and the increase in significance of
nationalist thought in conservative groupings are the positions held and
the modifications of position to be seen in the area of the so~called
PDeutschlandpolitik® in recent years. Although in his 'Entwurf fir Europa’
Strauss noted that he did not believe in the possibility of recreating "a
German national state, not even within the boundaries of the four zones
of occupation",122 Kithnl points out that as early as 1964 Strauss was empha-
—sizing "that the German people will never come to terms with a solution
for the political structure of central=Eastern Burope which harms legitimats

and that the Federal Republic had to "strive for the re-
123

German interests”

establishment of the German Reich of 1937 with all political means.™

Tn his study "Die von F=J Strauss repriasentierten Kraften'; Kihnl, on ths

i a1 ihe 'Bavern Kurier! and NP 1 e
asis of comparisons between especially the Bayern Kurier® and NPD pub-

=
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~lications. came to the conclusion that congervative agitation against thea
= 226 » 5 ; v
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Ostpolitik’ and its leading exponents differed only marginally both in
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content and i i
o) 10 agressiveness from that of neo=fascist groupings 124 al
, -

German were admittedly somewhat more extensive than those claimed by the

. . . 125
conservative groupings, Whether such g distinction can still be made

is, however, debatable. The 'German-political statement of principles®

(DcutschlandelltlSCheS Grundsatzpapier) of the CSU Landesgruppe of the

23 February 1978 asserts that "The most important question today is cone-
=cerned with the legal relationship between the Federal Republic of Gere
-many and Central Germany which is controlled by the SED, although the

question of the Oder-Neisse areas and of those parts of the Reich which

lie beyond the borders of the 31st. _December 1937, is of = great impor-

7

IR 1 i . :
~tance. Indicative of the hardening of position of the conservative
Hight on nationalist themes is their opposition to the proposed new sales

tax law (Umsatzsteuerrecht) incorporating a new definition of the term

n——-:

‘home territory’ (Inland). Whilst according to the existing law "home
territory' comprises the area of the German Heich in the borders of 3lst
December 1939, in the new text the GDR is no longer considered a part of
the 'home territory' but as a territory which is neither 'home territory!
nor ‘abroad', whilst the former Eastern territories, now parts of the
USSR or Poland are seen as ‘abroad'. What is significant here; is the
fact that a 1971 law which included the above amendments was approved by
the Lander in the Bundesrat which had CDU majorities. The pieaent cou/
CSU opposition would appear therefore, to be indicative of a swing to the
right in these partiesa127

Tmportant here also are the views held in conservative circles on

past and existing authoritarian and totalitarian regimes, According to

the VBK', the whole of the Springer press and all significant repressnt=

—atives of the ODU/CSU, the setting-up of the military dictatorship in

(hile was & necessary expedient. 128 In Chile, Stauss anncunced that Vis




far as internal security and defence of freedon is-concerned, the Chilean

system is’ a quite excellent and exemplary System“129and warned that Chile

=eans should ensure "that freedom in their country, from wherever it is

threatened; is maintained" and that they should strive to ensure "that

discipline, industry, achievement, selflessness (Opferbereitschaft) and

fellowship create a flourishing land Chile in which every citizen can say

s £ A~ | Fal & l O » ¥
with pride, I am a free Chilean,"> These views bear striking similar—

~ities to those heard in unequivocally extremist circles.,

As far as the evaluation of the National Socialist dictatorship by
right-wing elements within the conservative parties is concerned one mig-
=ht point out that the "BK' is able to speak of the fexemplary family
131

policy of the NS regime', Strauss speaks of the overthrow of the N8

1
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dictatorship as a "defeat for ocur people.”

Ti==

As far

o
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s the war

o
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=gerned,; an article in the 'RKheinischer Merkur® asserts that "Until now
the West has paid much to little attention to the fact that the Soviet

"peace strategy’ is based on the fundamental historical lie that Germany
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alone was responsible for the outbreak of the second world war." For

Strauss, who appears somewhat more cautious than the author of the above,
it is clear "that Hitler's orders to march against Poland caused the sec=
~ond world war even if he who issued the marching orders did not know
that the result would be the secomd world war and consequently Germany's

destructiona“154 According to Strauss it is true "to say, even today,
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that the Germans are not the only villains of world history.” Cornes

—cerning the mass murder of Jews and other victims of racism Strauss ass=
(=]
—srted that "We do not want to be constantly reminded of our past by any

one any more, neither by Washington, mor by Moscow; not by any European

neighbour, nor by Tel Aviviﬁlzé Whilst in Strausa’ view; it is now time
bG8 &

to forget the crimes committed Dy the NS regime, the same reasoning evies
iy A [ " ; ol

mes committed againet Germansg "We do not

=dently does not apply to cri




add everything up.s. But - I have never understood, and I have opposed

this publicly, why the documents concerning the crimes committed during’

the expulsion (from the Eastern territories, RC) of Germans are kept back

by the Federal Republic and are not published in such a way as to allow

the people of today and especially young people easy access to the tru-

=thful view of history which we demand."137 It is worth pointing out

here perhaps that the act of making such documents available would not
necessarily contribute to a more truthful view of history. It would be
necessary for example, in addition; to draw a clear distinction between
systematic, unprovoked genocide and crimes committed in the wake of a war
of agression by those who had suffered,

If one compares the above views to those in evidence in neo-=Nazi
publications; one can see that legitimate parallels can be drawn. Both
the extreme and right-wing elements of the conservative Right divide the
National Socialist regime into positive and negative components, for exa—
~mple, Furthermore, although the Conservative Right does not deny out-
right either German responsibility for the second world war or the mass
murder of Jews under the NS regime, there is a tendency to play down the
extent of German responsibility and to play off German crimes against th=
~ose committed by the allied powers.

As far as the initial impetus for the strengthening of nationalist
tendencies within conservative groupings is concerned, Sontheimer writes
that it was closely related to the disintegration of the substitute ideo=
~logy of European unity, to the increased emphasis placed by other count-
wries on national interests and to a new feeling of self-esteem based on
aconomic achievement851§ hocording to Strauss YA people; who have rea=
~lized these economic achievements, have a right not to want to hear any
more about Auschwitzgﬁlig The economic problems of the late sixties and

i & s L+ e Rioghi® ; AN&ET &
seventies contributed to the 'swing to the Right! or to what has been
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7 e
called the 'new trend! (Tendenzwende).l4o Kiihnl points out the processes

i 1 d. E 1 .
involve conomic problems have serious bolitical consequences, namely
a loss of confidence on the Part of the population in the existing parties

and government and a tendency for the former to look for possible alter-

-natives. In such a situation "the ruling classes (die Herrschenden) are

themselves compelled...to offer an attractive alternative... AS one can

easily imagine, this alternative is g5 right-wing alternative,; namely the

strong, authoritarian state."141 In much the same way St8ss péints out
that with the onset of processes of economic and social disintegration
resulting from the present crisis; 'technocratic conservatism® and also to
a certain extent political Catholicism are increasingly being replaced by
traditional nationalist ideclogies (alter Nationalismus)s142 The playing
down of the more obviously negative aspects of the NS regime and the selec-
-tion of alleged positive aspects would appear to fit into the above
scheme in as much as they fulfil the function of, or at least are poten—
=tially capable of fulfilling the function of; counteracting widespread
antipathy towards authoritarian solutions which is of course to a large
extent founded on the N3 experience.143 Above all, howevery; the ‘'swing
to the Right' of the Conservative parties which reached its culmination
in the 1980 election campaign under Strauss' leadership must be evaluated
ags an attempt to reverse their electoral fortunes by appealing towards
the Right = an unsuccessful strategy as the outcome of the recent Federal
slection clearly showed.

Finally the phenomenon of anti-Communism in the Federal Republic
must be considered. Unlike nationalist, euthoritarian trends, which only
t more recently, anti-Communism, which again con-
—stitutes a key component of the

beginnings of the Federal Hepublic. Horeover anti=

=&d since the very beg

fus]

P

Communism is by no means restricted to the Conservativs partiss but was

b

ideology of the far Right; has been stress-




a major characteristic of the SPD through—out the whole of the post-war

period (as indeed it had been Previously). This has not, however, pre=

—vented Conservatives from accusing, in much the same way as neo~fascist

groupings, the Social Democrats of Communist tendencies, of being infile

~trated by Communists or of "executing the business of the Soviet Union.;1744

A similar phenomenon was to be observed during the anti-terrorist camp-
~aign conducted by the Conservative parties through-out the seventies.
This campaign was by no means directed solely against those who were
supporting terrorists in more or less concrete ways, but charges were
levelled against, according to Kﬁhnl, iglmost all democratic, socialist
and liberal movements and groups in the PFederal Republice"145 At the
CDU party rally in Lower Saxony.in 1977, Albrecht, the Prime Minister of
that Land pointed out that "It is not the terrorists themselves which
constitute the real problem for the state, but the gympathisers.¥ These
included, according to Albrecht, Heinrich Boll, the Norddeutsche Rund-
~funk, High school teachers and the Young Socialist. Kurt Biedenkopf in-
=cluded those politicians who had come to power in 1969, the so-called
intellectuals and left-wing liberals as being responsible to a large
extent for terrorism or rather for creating the conditions likely to bring
about the terrorist aotivitysl46 Kuhnl suggests that this violent campe
~algn against the Left was not in fact a response to terrorism but that
terrorist activity merely provided the excuse for this campaign, the real
significance of which was that it constituted an attempt to emasculate
those groups from within which alternatives other than those proposed by
the Right i.e. left-wing alternalives were likely to emergs as more and

became aware of the fact that the existing system was incape
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more people

~able of solving the present crisiss

it

Whatever the origins of the recent developments on the conservativ
Jhatever t 118

the view of right-extremism as a completely

it is clear that




marginal, isolated rhenomenon ig untenable.~'Simi1ar,or comparable: views

« It is here that
one must see the origin of the tendencies towards a radicalisation on the

far Right. With the general swing to the Rignt in the Federal Republic,

or more concretely, with the resurgence of nationalism, of the mythology sy,
of the Reich, of authoritarian views of the state and with the closely i
related praise and statements of sympathy for rightist dictatorships,
including acknowledgements of the fact that the NS regime did have its
good sides, with the diffamation of intellectuals, liberals and social
democrats as terrorist sympathisers, a political climate has been created
which permitted and promoted the emergence of a much more radical version
of right—extremism.l48

The question of the affinity of the ideology of the radical Right
to that of other political and social forces is, however, not only of
significance as regards the recent process of radicalisation, but espec-
~ially as far as the potential danger emanating from the Right is conc—

==er1r1ede149 Whilst, on the one hand, it is true to say, as Pelinka points

out, that by making partial concessions to elements of the NS ideology,

the parties of the Federal Republic impeded the formation of a large

rightist party in the post-war period and therefore provided an essential
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contribution to the stability of the multi-party system, on the other
hand, the stress on nationalism and authoritarian ideologies, especially
to the extent in evidence in the seventies, is not without potential

Sontheimer, in his study ‘intidemocratic thought in the Welmar

dangers,

shows how the Vantidemocratic thought’ of the conservative Right
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On the one hand it denied the Republic the intellectual support




which 1t so urgently needed and secondly it made wide sections of the

population intellectually and psychologically (seelisch) susceptible to

the National Socialist revolution.1 1

Similarly Kuhnl points out how

Conservatism in Germany had glorified the authoritarian state, had opposed

parli;mentarianiSm and democracy after 1918 and had thus prepared the
ground ideologically for fascism.152

This does not mean to say that direct comparisons can be made in
this respect between the Weimar Republic and the Federal Republic. One
cannot ignore the major transformations the Conservative Right has under-
gone between the two periods. Whilst in Weimar the Conservatives were
fundamentally opposed to the democratic system of government, the Cons=-
—-ervative Right today is composed of strong democratic elements, In view
of this Kuhnl's allusionslSBtowards the possibility of a new political
alliance between the extreme and the moderate Right must be viewed with
some scepticism. Nevertheless this study has shown that there are ele=
-ments within the Conservative parties - and these forces would appear
for the moment at least to have gained the upper hand - who are not av—
=erse to using concepts which in Weimar did prepare the ground ideolog-
~ically for fascism, and who, in addition, with a similar effect; mini-
~mize the fbad sides'! of National Socialism, points out its ¥good sidest
and refuse to admit that the NS past has any relevance for post=war

German politics. Consequently, despite the considerable differences

between the two periods in question, it would appear that certain para-

~llels can legitimately be drawn, It is for this reason that one cannot

£

ismiss too lightly assertions that neo-Nazism constitutes at least a

potential threat. This remains valid even though admittedly at the
present time, organized neo=Hazism, as a result of the fact that no strong
. d ¥

nd the lack of a clear ideological

o8}

organisational centre has de gloped

es not constitute a serious danger. Its

o

demarcation from the NPD, d




threat to West German democracy at the present time, namely the gradual

undernining of democracy, the gradual strangulation of democratic rights

and freedoms, the gradual move towards the type of authoritarian state

envisaged by rightist Conservatives.154
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CHAPTER 3

NEO-NAZISM : THE RESPONSE OF THE COURTS

3.1 Introduction

It is a key theme of the present study that an analysis of right-
extremism which focuses too closely on organisations — their ideology,
membership etcs = does not permit an accurate evaluation of the poten-
-tial threat posed. This is borne out by historical experience. The
destruction of the Weimar Republic can only be explained if, in addition
to the NSDAP's electoral successes and its development into a mass move-
~ment, the attitudes and behaviour of other relevant institutions and
bodies - cconomic elites, conservative groupings, the military and the
judiciary for example = are also taken into consideration. 3ince it is

ible within the framework of the present study to examine all the
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. . - e 1v 4 udici . has been selected for
areas in guestion, one area; namely the judiciary; has been

_ ) L - 5 1he <udiciarv to the phenomenon of
analysis. Although the response Ol the judiciary to the phen _

neo-llazism has not been subjected to a more systematic analysis -~ which
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v oritics. This can be attributed partially




to the prevalence of the view that by 'undermining' and 'disregarding'

the democratic constitutional order during the whole of the period of the

Weimar Republic, the Judiciary played a not insignificant rdle in bring-

—ing democracy in Germany to an early end, ! In addition, evidence would

appear to have also emerged during the post-war reriod for anti-democratic

tendencies within the Judiciary, Criticism has been centred above all on

the courts' rdle in dealing with XS and war crimes over the past 35 years.

. . . - 2. .
Here, however, caution is required. Rickerl lists a whole series of fac-

—~tors which impede the courts and the prosecution in their task and which
would seem to constitute legitimate explanations for what appears to many
to be a somewhat indulgent manner - reflected in, for example, the small
number of convictions and the often extremely long duration of the pro-
—ceediﬁgs (16.8 years on average in 1977, 12.5 years in 1978)5~ with
which this aspect of the process of 'coming to terms with the past' (Ver-
—gangenheitsbewéltigung) has been or is being dealt. On the other hand,
one might mention that in Austria, despite its relatively small size and,
of course, despite comparable problems to those encountered by West
German authorities, 13,607 people were convicted of NS crimes between
1945 and 1972.4 This figure contrasts strongly with the total of 6,355
convicted by West German courts over the same period.5 Moreover a study
of successful convictions reveals that in a large number of cases, the
sentences imposed do not appear to reflect in any adequate sense the gra-
~vity of the crimes committed.

Among those circles where an awareness of the potential danger of
neo-Nazism prevails, there would seem to be a general consensus that the
response of the courts to this phenomenon can be compared with the failure

of the judiciary to deal swiftly and strictly with NS and war criminals,

1

. o . - snev and el ive lenienc
being characterized essentially by complacency and excessive Ve




Despite the consensus noted above, the views on the feéponse of "the ‘courts

are in fact extremely wide-ranging, O0fficial sources, as one might expect,

on the whole reject the criticism levelled against the Judicial authorit-

... 8 .
—-ies.” Neo-Nazis themselves complain of persecution by the West German

legal system and speak of ®terror sentences".9 A somewhat similar stand

is taken in certain conservative circles, Writing in the 'Bayern Kurier,

Carl Dieter Spranger, MP, referred to the prison senténces received by

neo-Nazi terrorists at the end of a recent trial in Buckeburg as "Drac—
_onian".lo The present chapter will be concerned essentially with assess—
-ing the validity of these different points of view, that is, with assess-
~ing whether the judiciary is adequately utilising the scope given to it
by the laws of the land to curtail neo~Nazi activities or whether there

is evidence to suggest that the criticism levelled against the judiciary,
isy in fact, Jjustified. A further task will be to assess the evidence

for and against the assertionllthat there has been a recent change in the
attitude of the courts to %he phenomenon of neo-Nazism, that there is an
increasing awareness that the far Right is a potentially dangerous element

in West German society, and if this is proven to be the case, to assess

the possible origins of this change in attitude,

3.2 Neo-=Nazism and the Courts

A first concrete charge levelled against the judiciary in general

is that despite adequate scope for the initiation of legal action,”~ the
s 13 . o the fa .
former has in fact remained "largely inactive®,”” not only in the face of

ut also in

e
o

the considerable increase in unequivocally neo-Nazi activity

the face of a massive increase in trade in objects and symbols originating
; - Gl T ; A0 5
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from the "III Reich? periodewhiCh can be seen as the ‘subcultural back-
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ground" to the phenomenon of neo_NaziSm.15’ A%Bfiefiéﬁivéy'of faty 5

literature would indeed permit the compilation of quite a dossier of

cases to support this criticism, Ag examples, one could cite the case of

the Public Prosecutor's Office in Frankfurt refusing to initiate legai

proceedings against the utilization of Nazi emblems on toys, being of the
opinion that the usage of Nazi symbols is only illegal if employed for

unequivocally propaganda purposes, that of an attempt to bring charges
against the author of inflammatory neo-Nazi Propaganda material being de=
=layed for such a time that the case fell under the statute of limitations
for press offences and finally that of the decision by the Public Prose=
=cutorfs Office in Hamburg that it was not 'in the public interest' to
initiate legal proceedings on belialf of a Jewish citizen who had not only
been the recipient of a threatening and antisemitic letter but who had
been physically attacked by young neo=Nazi activisﬁsalé Such cases, and
the number of examples could be extended at will by reference to the press,
would seem to indicate a surprising tolerance on the part of certain Pub=
-lic Prosecutor's Ofiices.

Nevertheless, the charge of inactivity, would seem hardly tenable in
view of the statistical information available. An evaluation of reports
originating from the judicial administrations of the various Lander con=
—cerning offences relating to 86 and 86a StGB undertaken by the Federal
Ministry of Justice revealed a total of 750 preliminary and‘criminal Pro-—
—ceedings in the period 1 January 1975 to 31 July 1578.*7 Reference to
recent reports published by the Ministry of the Interior reveals a cont-
—inuous increase in the number of legal proceedings relating to offences
committed by right-extremists = from 80 at the end of 1976,18
the end of 1977 and to 610 by the end of 1378 (450 of these wers initiated
the remainder being from previous years);i9

6 ; : 'y wnet such statistical information
The guestion remalns, however, whether .




iz really safficient proof of the faot that the courts "are firmly decided

to use svery procedural and legal possibility %o put an end to these ;

i.8e neo-Nazi) activities,"20 .
(i.e o-Nazi) activitiss, This question becomes espeocially perti-

-nent if one takes into account not only the number of proceedings but also i

the evidence conoerning the outcoms of the procesdings. The view that legal

procesdings against neo-Nazis result only rarely im a GGHViOtiOﬂgl would
seem %o be essentially correct. The Frankfurt Federal Proseoutor (Ober—

ss%aaﬁsanwalt), Gie‘bel; notss a "dubious diaprapgrtignu between the num— %

=ber of 7 charges out of a total of approximately 220 preliminary procee-

et

~dings in the period 1978 %o Novembsr 1979522 The report sited abovs .

concerning 750 preliminary and oriminal procesdings relating o0 86 and
86a StGB revealed that convictions were obtained in only 54 oasess

Whilat admittedly the total yearly number of convictions has increased

gonsiderably over the past few years — from 33 in 1976 to 46 in 1977 and

3 ..

s AR i seeRl . . e s , N . o -
to 88 in 1978 = the relationship beitween the numbsr of convictions and

h

the number of proceedings remained rslatively stable; both insrsasing
by slightly less than 100% during the period 1977 to the end of 1978.
A question in the Bavarian parliament revealed ths frequently quoted24
information that out of a total of 122 proceedings in the period 1975
to June 1977 in Bavaria, conviotions ocoured in only 8 oasesaQS Thia

led to allegations that the judicial authorities in Bavaria constitute

SR

a particularly worrying casee26 However the proportion of successful |

conclusions here, namely 8 out of 122 or approximately 7% compares not

unfavourably with the Federal average — 54 out of a tofal of 750 pro-

-ceadings or again approximately 7% - or with that attained in other

Linder. In Nordrhein=Westfalen in 1978 there were 13 convictions out

oy 2 , 3 e
of a total of 461 relevant proceedings (3%) T he somewhat lower figure

or Nordrhein-Westfalen may result from the faot that hers only oon=

i

R _ , oreovar oné mist guess .
«firmed (rechtskriftig) sentences are included. X i

-




~tion the widespread practise of quoting such figures without any accomp=

=anyi smment 1 o
anying commentiary. There are a considerable number of quite legitimate

explanations for vhat at first appears an exceptionally low 'success' rate,

m + 3 3 . .

The above mentioned question in the Bavarian parliament revealed for exam—
N 3 L " .

=ple = admittedly an exceptional occurence — that 22 proceedings were re=

-solved as a result of the death of the accused. In addition, some of the

proceedings had not yet run their full course and others were halted 'be-—
-cause of diminished responsibility e.g. because the offender was already

, i1 o428, 4
79 years old." A further explanation cited, namely that in a large

number of cases the proceedings had to be terminated because ",..especially

as regards actions involving stickers =« the perpetrators could not be id=
—entified or the crime could not be proven9“29 would seem to be of partic-—
~ular importance. Its significance is indicated by the situation in HNord-
~rhein-Westfalen where in 1978, 239 proceedings out of a total of 461 or

w of ths

almost 52% had to be terminated for similar reasons. In vi

W

nature of the neo-iazi activities and the conspirative nature of many of
the groups as outlined in Chapter 1, it would be incorrect to evaluate
these explanations for the terminations of proceedings as an attempt to
cover up a lack of zeal.

Against this background, the ralatively small number of convictions 13
would not seem to permit one to draw any unequivocal conclusions conce ?
—erning the criticism of the legal authorities. Reference to certain ind-=

~ividual cases, where there is evidence that courts go sometimes to cons=

-iderable lengths to avoid a conviction would, however, seem to suggest
that the criticism is not totally unfounded. In its decision of the 13

September 1978 the Landgericht Kleve expressed the view concerning ths

legality or otherwise of the usage of swastikas on model asroplanes that

e

wtent it is doubtful whether it is a case of insignia of a

o

f.o..to this €

Former National Socialist organisation here

at all because ths swastika




was used as the emblem of the airforce which was not a National Socialist

organisation, not, for example,

31

as an expression of National Socialist
: 3 i ‘
convictions. The lack of successful convictions would, however, seem

to throw considerable doubt on many of the official views of the phenome-

-non of neo-Nazism. As an example one might cite Dr. Seidl, Secretary of

State in Bavaria who, whilst conceding a '"not insignificant increase" in

neo=Nazi and anti-Semitic activity, asserts that "a large number of the
incidents are limited to a relatively small number of culprits. These
mostly well-known individuals became more active in 19775"52 Were this
really the case; one might reasonably expect a somevhat greater success in
bringing the perpetrators of these acts to Jjustice.

0f particular importance in this analysis of the response of the
courts is a consideration of the type of sentences received for neo=Nazi

and related offences. It is here, in the pre
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-pended sentences that many see most clearly evidence for over=tolerance
and 1eniency.33 0f 54 sentences passed during the period 1 January 1975
to 31 July 1978 as a result of offences relating to 86 and 86a StGB, 38
consisted of fines (between 120 and 5,400 IM) and 16 of prison sentences,
0f the latter, however, 14 (between 4 and 9 months) were suspended. Cong=
—equently of those convicted, only two were obliged to actually serve a
prison sentence,34 The 1978 security report published by the Ministry of
the interior notes 88 confirmed (rechtskrgftig) sentences and summary cou=
-7t -orders as a result of politically motivated offences committed by
right-extremists, Out of a total of 16 prison sentences (2 months to 2
ears), 13 were suspended. In 58 cases fines were imposed (of these 36
were between 75 and 1,000 IM and 22 between 1,000 and 9,600 IM. In 14
cases juvenile detentions, cautions or special assignments were applied.

According to Horchem the low sentences are attributable above all to

two fastors firstly, to the fact that "...a considerable proportion of
Wiad 1acCtorls = ¥

W
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those responsible for the offences belong to an age group, for whom, for

example, the wearing of ahelmetwith an eagle emblem and a swastika appe-

-ars in the first instance as a provocation, but not as a criminal offence

136
«s¢"” and secondly to the fact that for many of the neo~Nazi activists the:

mitigating factor of a first offence applies, This second argument emer—

~ges clearly from the following statement - "The core of the groups will
however after new offences very soon have to count on Prison sentences, in
the first instance perhaps suspended,; but then not. This process is begin-

=ing to take effect since 19783"37

These arguments would not appear to be substantiated by the availabe

=le evidence however. In Chapter 1 it was shown that the vast majority
of the really militant members and criminal elements are to be found in the
20=30 age group. Although there is no statistical evidence availabls to

dispute Horchem's second insinuation; a look at individual-cases doss pro=

-vide useful information. Particularly interssting in this respect is s

8

e

survey of cases undertaken by Broder. To cite just three of Broderis
examples, Eckart, Roeder and Hoffmann are all particularly militant activ~
~ists and are all over 40 years old. They have stood repeatedly before
the courts since the early seventies for relatively serious offences.

Nevertheless it was not until the late '704& that two of these activists

received sentences which prevented further offences being committed. In

July 1978, Eckart received a 2 year prison sentence for repeated violate .

39

Roeder wag sen=

~ion of paragraphs 86, 86a, 90, 111, 130 and 131 StGB.

~tenced in June 1977 by the Landgericht Flensburg to six months imprison=

—ment for distributing propaganda material of an unconstitutional organ=

wisation and for defamation of the Federal Republic. Hoffmann remains

active in 1980, Despite the gravity of some of the offences and in certe

=3ln ca

iforms, resisting arvest and illegal use of firearma - he was given, at
=ife : ing 5

o7
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his most recent appearance before the courts.in March 1978, a one year

suspended sentence, One sentence received by Roeder is especially note=

worthy in that it suggests that the courts adopt a different approach when

sectors of the community other than right-extremists are involved, In July

1976, he was fined 5,000 IM by the Amtsgericht Heilbronn for "defamation of

a deceased person" (Verunglimpfung des Ansehens Verstorbener). This fine
contrasts strongly with the 21 month prison sentence (not suspended) re-
=ceived by a criminal in Karlsruhe for slandering the murdered Prosecutor
General, Buback, and the 6 month prison sentence (also not suspended) re-
~celved by a left-oriented student for reprinting a 'Buback obituary!
which had first appeared in the Kommunistische Volkszeitung. These cases
would seem to confirm what the small number of prison sentences seems to

imply, namely an

m

xceptional degree of tolerance on the part of the judi-
=cial authorities towards right=wing extremists.

This allegation can be further supported by citing some of the reaa=
~ons given in actual court cases to justify mild sentences. In March 1974
the Landgericht Darmstadt refused to open a trial against Manfred Roeder
for his rdle in publishing the 'Auschwitz-Lie' (of which to date some 100,
000 copies have been produced and distributed)40 amongst other reasons
because '"the portrayal of the accused is so obviously false that no indi-
~vidual who can be taken seriously is likely to believe it and, as a
consequence of it, be induced to take up an anti-Jewish positione"41 In
an appeal case against Roeder for a different offence, the Landgericht

Heilbrenn refused to apply a prison sentence with the explanation that ¥,

a prison sentence could not improve Roeder, nor was it necessary as far as

4

v

the maintenance of the legal consciousness of the public was concerned.”

An appeal court in Mainz considered that a 6 month suspended sentence for
1 J =3 A

a man who had covered a police car with swastikas and with ths Nazi slogan

& Hidll W =N A

"Neath to Jews' (Juda verrecke) was adequate in view of the fact that,
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although, admittedly, the accused hag recently been convicted of another

e y ‘ >
offence, he had "..,until he hag reached a considerable age, led :an order-—

- ; 43 s
ed and lawful existence,,,." In addition, the court took into consider-

-ation the fact that he "...finds himself in the r3le of an outsider and

feels subjectively pestered by the control measures undertaken by the

police", although later the court notes that such controls are, however,

an unavoidable response to his own provocative behaviour. In each case
then the courts would seem to be putting forward as mitigating circumst—
—ances factors which it at some point s directly or implicitly rejects.

Additional mitigating circumstances noted are that "...his personal dispo=

=sition and his temperament favour subjective and violent reactions...
the accused was observed when committing the offence by police officers
who could have prevented him from carrying out the act,...the act committ=

—ed by the accused was relatively insignificant... Because it was very

early in the morning, because of the immediate discovery of the deed, be=
-cause the car was taken away promptly and because it was immediately
cleaned, the political content of the daubings of the accused could not
attain their full publicity. Only 280 DM worth of damage was caused.'

This detailed documentation of mitigating circumstances contrasts strongly
with the two short sentences documenting the gravity of the offence. In

a case against the founder of the 'DVG', who at the time of the case was

26 years old, the Landgericht Karlsruhe decided on a fine because this wags
the first offence of the accused and because it had become aware "of an

unmistakable naiveté of the accused who was obviously inexperienced as far

w

as political questions were concerned, whose desire to investigate was
e O .
¢learly led astray by the exclusive use of false ox even "peeudo~sources,”
On the 24 July 1978, the Landgericht Luneburg did not consider it necess-

~ary either to individually mention or to take into consideration a conss=

widerable number of former convictions recelved by a neo=Nazi activist
A MO~ A 3 - -




i these had » i
since se had "occured so long agon,4? It seemed to the court "that it

sults the accused only too well to be given a sentence which...increased

his reputation amongst his supporters", consequently it decided also not

to take into consideration "eeesthe provocative self-portrayal of the acc-

—~usede.." Although the court noted that it saw considerable evidence to

suggest that a fine alone would not have the desired effect on the accus-
-ed, it nevertheless decided on a fine since there remained some doubt as .
to whether a fine might not suffice considering the fact that the accused
had now reached a mature agé. Finally the court mentioned that e oeQiVe
=ing him a prison sentence could cause him to feel like & victim of the
state which he rejects and induce him to continue his réle."
To summarize, if the mitigating factor of youth does not apply, then
the maturity of the accused is put forward as a Jjustification for a light
sentence., If that of a first offence does not applys; then reference is
made to the length of time between the various convictions. If the accu-

—-sed is exceptionally militant or adopts a provocative stance during the

proceedings, the argument is put forward that in this case a prison sen-
=tence would not have the desired effect and may strengthen the individual
in his convictions. In short West German courts often go to extraordina-
-ry lengths to justify a lenient response, far beyond what could be reg-
~arded as a legitimate attempt to avoid the possible harmful_effects of

harsh sentences on younger activists who to a large extent are the vic-

~tims of a manipulation by individuals whose ideological convictions run
much deeper. |

This tolerant attitude of the courts resulted in prominent activists
being able to continue their political agitation for a considerable num=
~ber of years, becoming, if anything, more provocative as it became clear
to them that they had little to fear in the short term from the courts,

that there is a total lack of concern for the

T

This does not mean, howeve

H
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law as far as all activists are concerned. Christophersen, for example,

admits that "Everything I publish, I first have to give to a lawyer for

it to be censored in order to avoid our publications being confiscated

!146

Secondly the response of the courts did not suffice to make

N - . )
neo~Nazi activists aware of the seriousness of what they were becoming in-—

-volved in, nor did it have a deterrent effect on potential members. A

quick and harsh response may, on the other hand, have been sufficient,

especially considering the age of many of the activsists, to at least
have halted the momentum evident in the membership figures of the last
few years, There would in fact seem to be positive evidence for this,.
The chairman of the SPD parliamentary party's working group on domestic
policy and head of a special investigation into right-extremism initiated
by the.SPD, Wilfried Penner, noted, for example, a negative tendency of
membership figures after the passing of relatively harsh sentences in

B{ickeburg.47

Similarly a rapid 'removal' of prominent leadership figur-
—es — for which there were undoubtedly sufficient grounds - may have su-
-fficed to have caused serious disorientation amongst neo-Nazi activists,
As it is, the recent loss of a considerable number of those activists
who were prominent in the early stages has had little effect as is evid-
~enced by the continued rapid increase in activity. There is little do-
~ubt that the delays involved in dealing with these individuals permit-
~ted a certain consolidation of the phenomenon which rendered them less
indispensable, In addition a guick response may have succeeded in prev-
-enting the particularly worrying developments noted in chapter II,

particularly the increasing utilization of terrorist methods. Admittedly

t is conceivable that repressive measures could have had a negative eff=

=

~ect and have driven activists underground. However, there does seem to

be evidence for the fact that it was clearly understood within neo=Nazi

circles that a premature adoption of violent and terrorist methods could
C1TC. 3 ! N
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only have had serious adverse results,

On the whole a gloomy view of the West German judicial authorities

begins to emerge. Amongst those circles who have been critical of the

courts, however, the view is held "that judicial measures taken to curt-

-ail offences on the far Right are undergoing a change."48 The evidence

for this assertion is seen partially in the fact that prison sentences

appear to be more frequent than previous1y49and partially in the length

of the sentences received in certain recent trials. The statistical in-
—-formation available would appear to confirm that a highér proportion of

cases are ending with prison sentences., Of 50 sentences originating from

1978 and not yet confirmed (rechtskraftig) at the end of 1978, 6 or 12
50

were prison sentences, Of the 88 confirmed sentences passed in 1978,

only 3 or 3,.,4% were prison sentences.51

To what extent do an increase in the number of prison sentences and
lengthier sentences necessarily reflect a fundamental change in attitude
of the judicial authorities towzrds the problem of neo~Nazism? Two things
would seem to suggest that these phenomena are not perhaps as directly
related as it might 2t first seem. For one thing, although earlier Horch-
~em's view that "The core of the groups will however after new offences
very soon have to reckon with prison sentences, in the first instance
perhaps suspended, but then not. This process is beginning to take effect
since 1978..."52was shown to be somewhat over-optimistic, oné cannot dis-
-pute that to a certain extent such a process is occuring. After repeat-
~ed offences it does become increasingly difficult to avoid imposing a

prison sentence. This then constitutes a first possible explanation for

the increase in the number of prison sentences.

It is necessary in addition to draw attention to the changes within

the phenomenon of neo-Nazism itself, documented in chapter 1, particul=-

. ; and 1o t ecey gence of
-arly to the increasing use of violence and to the recent emergence




Co4 )
terrorist 'combat groups!' (kampfgruppen)y that is, in general, to the in-

-creasing gravity of the offences being committed by certain groups of

_T 1 1 Y ..
neo-Nazi activists. The Blckeburg court case may serve as an example in

this respect, Despite a number of criticisms of the way in which this

case was handled - the failure of the presiding judge to respond to pro-

-vocation by épectators, lawyers?3 and defendants, for example, or the
lack of security measures applied to lawyers which contrasted with the
strict security checks for lawyers in left-wing terrorist cases?4 and was
seen to underline the differences in attitude of the courts to right and
left-wing extremism - the severity of the sentences were seen by a large
number of critics as a marked change for the better.55 A closer look at
the case, however, provides information which would appear to justify a
degree of scepticism. For one thing the charges included armed robbery
on several counts, formation of and membership in a terrorist organisation
and grievous bodily harm. The defendants in some cases had a considerable
number of previous convictions. The final sentences were in several ins-—
—~tances composed of sentences received for the offences with which this
trial was concerned and of sentences received for previous recent convic-
~tions. The provocative behaviour of the accused during the trial must
also be taken into consideration.56 This again questions the validity of
seeing too close a correlation between prison sentences or the increased
number of prison sentences and a fundamental change in attifude of the

courts.

Nevertheless, the fact that during this case right-extremists were

for the first time classified as terrorists does seem to indicate a ten-

~dency towards a somewhat less lenient response to the phenomenon. A

id urther indications for such a tre-
survey of other recent cases provides fur a

-nd., Whilst in Blickeburg the court was of the view that being present at

preliminary discussions concerning a terrorist act and expressing pralse
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for this 2ot after the event did not justify classifying an individual

as a member of a terrorist °rganisation, the Federal Appeal Court (Bundes—

-gerichtshof) showed itgelf to be less lenient, rejeoting the decision of

the previous instance and advocating the stricter interpretation that even
someone who had not yet been directly involved in a oriminal or terrorist
organisation could, in exceptional cases, be guilty of an offence.57 When
applying stiff sentences ( prison sentences up to three yearé and fines)
to ten neo-Nazi activists accused of reviving the NSDAP, the West Berlin
Land court saw fit to emphasize that the accused wers fully aware that

the NSDAP was banned and to state that the sentences should oconstitute ™ee.
a clear sign for all those living in the past (Ewig-Gestrige)..., that the
criminal gas chamber party would not raise its head again in Berlin."58
Whilst in March 1978 a court in Neumarkt sentenced an individual who had
produced and attempted to market Hitler-reliefs to a "more symbolic" fine
of 125 DM, the Appeal Court in Nirnberg-Firth rejected this sehtenoe and
replaced it by a fine of 1,200 DM. Whilst taking into consideration the
fact that it was the first offence of the accused, the court found it ne-
=cegsary to stress the need to avoid "...the usage of insignia of banned
and of anti-constitutional organisations - whatever the underlying inten~
~tion - becoming once again so natural that the goal of completely ban-
~-ning such insignia from public life in the Federal Republic is not
attained with the consequence that in the end they can be used with ime
—punity by the supporters of those political goals which are embodied in

the insignia."59 The court noted also the need to ensure that the accused

did not commit a similar offence again and the need to ensure that

0 . ou
the sentence had a deterrent effect on others. Significant also is the

decision of the Federal Appeal Court (BGH) of the 25 April 1979. Whilst

courts and Public Prosecutors had in several cases re jected prosecutions

and convictions for the use of NS symbols on toys, being of the opinion,

-
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for example, that the use of swastikas was not illegalzas long as it was

not for propaganda purposes or that the showing of swastikas on model

aeroplanes was unlikely to be illegal since in this case it would merely

be the insignia of the 'Luftwaffe' which was not a National Socialist or=-

~ganisation, the BGH took gz different view,

It reaffirmed, for example,
that 86a is concerned with the showing of emblems of an unconstitutional

organisation and not in any way with propaganda, It stressed that the onus

must Dbe not on whether it could be proven beyond any doubt that the sh-

=owing of emblems did constitute a concrete danger but rather on whether
it was obviously and immediately completely clear that it did not. In

addition the court noted in detail the potential dangers of taking a tol-

=grant view in this case:

linked with this there would be a danger that NS emblems,
namely the swastika, could increasingly gain once again a place
in the public view and in this way finally also in the public
view of everyday political life, In addition to this is the
fact that one of the purposes of the regulation is the very
goal of protecting young people and especially children who did
not themselves experience the National Socialist regime, the
lack of freedom prevailing in it and emanating from it, the
negation of human rights under it, the crimes committed by it
and its destructive consequences for the people and for society,
from being influenced by the National Socialist ideology. In
any case the massive distribution of models of war planes from
the National Socialist era could, when these have swastikas on
them, lead to significant numbers of children and young peo=
—ple growing up, as it were,with the swastika and linking with
this symbol friendly images originating from periods spent
playing which could again make them more susceptible to later

61
political endeavours stending under the szme symbol.

The language used and the decisions made in the above cases do not by any
g Ad=Raduds}
means suggest an over=tolerance but, on the contrary, a conslderable awa=-

wreness of the problems involved and & firm resolve to deal not only with

=
o
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what might possibly be the first stirringsof a rebirth of Nagiem but

also with an : :
als ¥y related phenomena which might conceivably render such a
renaissance a more viable proposition,

There is adequate evidence then to suggest that the attitude of the

courts to extremism of the Right has undergone a certain change. This de-
-velopment would appear to be closely related +to the increasing concern in
evidence amongst political authorities and within political civcles gen-
—erally. Initially there was a widespread tendency to play down the sig—

ficance of neo-Nazism. The security reports issued by the Ministry of

jto

-1

the Interior stressed that right-extremism did not constitute a danger for
the liberal democratic basic order of the Federal Republic562 The Foreign
enscher; stressed towards the end of 1977 in an interview with
the Italian newspaper 'La Stampa’ that the poor electoral returns gained Wy
extremist parties at the last Fedsral elections showed that these did not

z

have a chance in the Federal Republicao3 In a written reply to a parlia-

tate gt the

[

o

-mentary guestion of the 23 August 1977 Dr. Seidl; Minister of ¢

Bavarian Ministry of the Interior, asserted, in direct contrast to trends
which can be gleaned from official sources, that one "...can only speak of
an increase in the number of neo-Nazi incidents, not, on the other hand, of

. 6
a considerable increase in neo~Nazigme" 4 In 1978 there was evidence to

suggest a change of attitude in as much as the increasing activities and

especially the use of violence by neo-Nazi activists began to be recognized

as a worrying development. But, and this is important, worrying only in

45 much as neo-Nazism seemed likely on occasions to represeni a certain

security problem. No reference was made to the debate concerning the poten-—

sderal Republici6) The first time, to

=y
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~tial for right-extremism 1n the &

the knowledse of the author, that such considerations were in evidence was
i Bl A P2y ; T e

an radio on the 23 March 1979

w conducted by the West Germ




with dndreas von Sehoeler, Parliamentary Secretary of State o the Tederal

Ministry of the Interior, who pointed out the relationship between the con

-solidation of democracy and the economic prosperity of the post=war ﬁeriod
and asserted that there was a danger that ip the Federal Republic democracy

and prosperity were so closely

linked in the consciousness of the population

that respect and trust in democracy could be disrupted at times of economic

difficulty or even during periods when economic growth was slower than in

the early post-war period. He admitted to a concern that extremist forces,

but particularly right-extremist forces, could profit from signs of econ=

—omic instability and expressed the view that whether democracy could be

maintained at such a time would be decided today and not at the moment of

&6

Crisis

o

td

efore this change in attitude by the authorities became fully appa=
=rent, thers was evidence for an increaping awareness of the potential dan=
~gers of the phenomenon in political circles; particularly within the SPD.
Willy Brandt expressed his concern about developments on the extreme right
in a letter to Schmidt as early as August 1977.67 In the various Lander
SPD IMP's expressed their concern by tabling parliamentary questionse68 In
addition local SPD organisations issued statements warning of the dangers

69

emanating from the extreme Right “and produced information and documentsae
=tion about neo=Nazism and related phenomena, The SPD youth organisation
in Nordrhein-Westfalen published the detailed documentation and analysis
entitled "Deutschland erwacht'7o whilst the SPD in Hannover produced the
booklet "Gegen einen neuen Faschismus = fur den sozialen und demokratischen
Rechtsstaat@"71 Similar initiatives and a similar concern was apparent
within the FDP, the trade-unions and Jewish circles. At the llth Federal
Conference of the German Trade-Union Federation in May 1978 in Hamburg del-
~sgates unanimously demanded a ban on neofascist propagenda materiale and

the utilization of all legal means to combat neofascist organisations and
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actions. The Hamburg section of the Education and Science Union (Gewe-

=rkschaft Erziehung and Wissenschaft) produced educational materials deale

~ing with neofascism and with the persecution of the Jews under the Nazi

73

regime, The Young Democrats (

the youth organisation: of the FDP) in Ber-

-~lin produced the documentation entitled 'Nagzig in Berlin'74 with a preface

by Gerhard Meyer, the FDP Senator for Justice in Berlin. The *Friends of

Nature Youth! (Naturfreundjugend Deutschlands) also produced a booklet con-
=taining information about fascism and documenting recent developmentsj5

In addition numerous Citizen's Initiatives have emerged to oppose neo=Na-

=zi activities encompassing a wide range of supporters including school~
children; students; teachers, lawyers, trade-unionists, artists, politic-
=iang, vicars and members of the Jewish community,76 As concern about the
phenomenon of neo-Nazism increased so political pressure was applisd to the
courts to increase their vigilance. In a directive issued on 25 January
1978 the Federal Minister of Justice pointed out to the Ministers and Se-
5 of Justice in the Lander the increase in trade in Nazi symbols and
literature and warned them to ensure that adequate counter-measures were
being taken. In addition he requested information about legal proceedings
initiated and carried out since 1975 in connection with NS emblems and pr-
mopaganda.77 At the 49th Justice Ministers' conference in May 1978, the
Ministers of the Lander discussed their experiences in dealing with NS
propaganda and right-extremist activities with the Federal Minister of Ju-
~stice and agreed to pay particular attention to these problema,78
Finally it is necessary to point out here, that the concern in evide
~ence within the SPD and amongst trade-unionists would not appear to he
shared by representatives of the Conservative parties. Here it is argued,
for example, that the phenomemon of neo=Nazism has been blown up out of

all proportion by the political Left in an attempt to divert attention

from allegedly more dangerous left-wing extremist elements. 4 simdlay po-
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-sition can be seen in unequivocally extremist cirdles;?9 In “the wake of

bomb attacks on transmitting installations in Koblenz and Nottuln/Coesfeld
in January 1979 (at a time when information and documentatries on the pers-
=ecution of Jews under the Nazi regime were being screened as a prelude to
the showing of the "Holocaust! series) Dr. Kunz, a member of the CDU/CSU

parliamentary ﬁérty in the Federal Parliament found it necessary to ask in
a parliamentary question whether there was concrete evidence for the assu-
-mption that these actions were carried out by right-extremists and whet-

her the Federal Government could "exclude that these attacks like comp-

1

—arable actions in the history of the Federal Republic of Germany (were)
attributable to the initiative of other groups and organisations?”so Oth-
—er variations on this theme which seems to consist essentially of either
mentioning left=extremism, issuing warnings about it or attributing dev=
-elopments on the extreme Hight in one way or another to left-wing extre-
mism can be cited. Gross; the Minister of the Interior in Lower Saxony,
expressed the view that the developments on the extreme Right are at lea-
=st partially attributable to the polemical and defamatory agitation of
the orthodox Left against the Federal Republic.81 In an article which
appeared in the conservative 'Die Welt' immediately after the rightist
terrorist attack at the Munich beer festival in September 1980 as a result
of which 12 people died and 213 were injured E.V. Loewenstern went so far

as to state that "If the 1980 security report of the Office for the Pro=

~tection of the Constitution (Verfassungsschutzbericht) had listed anti=-

state tendencies of the Left even approximately to a comparable degree of

thoroughness as those of the Right, if incitement to violence by the Left

was monitored just as closely as neo=Nazi propaganda, then a lot would

already have been done for public security.” Finally large sectors ol
the press are also accused of exaggerating the situation on the extrems

rtially responsible for recent developments

Right and of being at least pa




since increased publicity tends to enc . -
ourage neo~Nazis to undertake furt-
63 0 ertake furt

=her actions. However, although it ig true that often the amount of pub=

=licity gained by certain groups bears little relation to the real signifi-

-cance of those groups, it is also clear that persistent press reporting

is also partially responsible for the increasing awareness that a problem

does exists

3.3 Conclusion,

What conclusions can be drawn from this analysis of the West Germah
Judicial authorities? Firstly, it must be conceded that in a number of
cases the criticism levelled against the courts is somewhat too undiffer—
=entiated. It is necessary to bear in mind the considerable difficulties
involved in curtailing the types of activity which have been adopted by
neo=Nazi activists. Nevertheless, on the whole, the evidence sugzests that
the courts do not consider neo-Nazism to be a particularly worrying phen=
~omenon., They have not responded to this new challenge with the degree of
determination which would show both neo-Nazi activists and antifascists
within Germany itself and in the rest of the world beyond any doubt that
West German society is not prepared to accept a rebirth, however, politic-
~ally insignificant it may appear or turn out to be, of the National BSoc-
~ialist ideology and certainly not in a way which would convincingly refe
~lect the view expressed by certain West German politicians that it was
above all Cermans who suffered under the National Socialist regime, This
may be partially attributable to a tendency, when dealing with the phen-

~omenon of neo-Nazism, to leave out a consideration of the past, notably

the character and the effects of the coming to power of the National Boce

jare when following individual court camesy

=ialists, One quickly becomes av




of the almost total lack of reference to this period, One should avoid

falling into the trap of looking upon all judges and public prosecutors as

potential National Socialists or as ultra-Conservatives who are just waiting

for an opportunity to replace the democratic Republic. The situation is

not, as is sometimes implied, by any means comparable to

essence,; existed throughout the whole of the Weimar Period.

that which,; in

Nevertheless

it is clear that the Right is not considered a serious potential thresat
in the same way as the Left is. To reduce this question solely to an over—
reliance on the electoral performance of rightist groupings is on the wh=
-ole illeogical, in that Communist organisations obtain very much the sams
support as, for example; the NPD, and, in addition, leftist groups have

not in the history of the Federal Republic managed to achisve the kind of
success that the SREP was able to obtain in the fifties and the NFD in the
late sixties. To a certain extent, undoubtedly, this phencmenon is simply

symptomatic of a much more widespread over=exaggerated concern with the

!

potential threat emanating from the political Left - a legacy of the cold
war, of the division of Germany, of the continued existence of a Communist
regime in the East,.

More recently there was evidence to suggest an increasing awareness

by courts of the potential gravity of the situation on the extreme Right

and an increasing willingness to deal with it. The evidence also suggests,
however, that one should be wary of over—emphasizing the extent of the

changes which the response of the courts is presently undergoing,

The change in the attitudes of the courts occured as opposition to
neo=lazism and the extreme Right gained momentum and corresponded to incre

~easing concern within political circles. This opposition to and concern
ng .

about right-wing extremism bears witness to a congiderable antifasclat

potential in the Federal Republic which nust be seen as a cause for opte

wimism. On the other hand, there is clear evidence that this antifasciet
mism, . ;
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potential is on the vhole restricted, at least for the tiﬁe being fo cer—

mtain olearly defined circles - predominantly to the SPD, the FDP, the Co
¥ $ i

=pmmunists and the trade-unions,

Within the political groupings to the

Right of those listed there is a tendency to under-estinate the potential

threat emanating from the extreme Right, Whilst one can assume that a

change in attitude would occur in the event, for example, of a rightist
party suddenly making significant inroads into the West German electorate,
one must ask whether Qghange in the face of such a development, which would
be partially attributable to the previous lack of response; would not thsn
be too late. Once a party gains a certain electoral support and therefors
a certain legitimacy, the scope to oppose it becomes more restricted,

As far as the origin of the tendency to play down the significance of
recent developments on the extreme Right is concerned, two factors appear
to be of significance. Firstly it can be partially attributed to the over—
exaggerated concern with the political Left mentioned previously. Secondly,
it would appear to be closely related to a concern to conceal, at all co-
=sts, anything which might mar the reputation the Federal Republic has
obtained for political stability and to a misguided attempt to maintain the

respectability which it has achieved during the post-war period. This is

misguided since it is not the neo-fascist groups and their activities them-

selves which have resulted in criticism of the Federal Republic but above
all the absence of a clear indication on the part of the Federal Republic
and all its democratic parties that a revival, however politically insigne

~ificant it may appear, of ideologies which brought only death and destre

=uction will not be tolerated.




CHAPTER 4

NEO=NAZISM ; AN APPRAISAL

4.1 The Hitler-wave

In addition to neo-fascist tendencies and an increasing susceptibility
of young people to neo~fascist propesganda, a further phenomenon characte-
=rized the Federal Republic of the seventies and caused concern within
democratic circles, namely a massive increase in popular, pseudo-scient-
~ific and documentary materials concerned with the 'Third Reich' and Nat-
~ional Socialism. Whilst initially the bulk of the sales of such material
was "conducted by mail order through the established channels of book-
clubs of the right fringe,"l in the seventies non-extremist concerns joine
=ed the 14 right=extremist publishing houses and the 15 right-wing distr-
~ibuting agencies (Vertriebsdienste)s2 What had formerly been a steady

supply developed into a deluges Especially important here is the John

Jahr publishing enterprise. Kolinsky notes that when John Jahr entered

the business original recordings of speeches by prominent figures in the

gocord = becams avie

Wazi hierarchy = Jahr produces somé 30,000 copies per r




~ilable in department stores ang retail shoPs,‘5 ”Jahrialéé»offere&'the

pictorial magazines 'Das IIT Reich!, 'Der Zweite Weltkrieg' and 'Soldat

oy .
und Waffe! selling several hundred thousand Copies4and in 1977 'Signalt a

propaganda journal issued by the high command during the second world war,

of which within a very short time 17,000 copies were soldi Other examples

can be cited.Joachims Fest's biography 'Hitler' sold over half a million

copies and his film 'Hitler = eine Karriere' attracted 100,000 spectators

per week. Goebbel's diaries entered the best seller lists, In addition

to material concerned exclusively with the "Third Reich', articles appear-

—ed in weekly news magazines., Stern and Quick brought Hitler biographies

=

n installments. Stern printed excerpts from Goering's diaries, Heydri-
~ch, Goering, world war two generals and Hitler had their lives, ambitions,

motivations and hopes explained to the publiceé Hor was it by any means

=]

erely a matter of reading material. The 1978 security report notes the
widespread availability of objects commemorating the National Socialist

vational Socialist emblems, of toys and T-shirts with swastikas

7

on the West German market. Meyer and Rabe note how increasingly NS embe

~lems and the National Socialist past in general are being used to promote
popular musica8 Although it is impossible to give a more detailed analy-
~sis of the extent of the phenomena outlined above, this brief survey is
in our view adequate to justify the assumption that views such as those

in evidence in President Scheel's rebuking of critice who warn of a Hite

9

. . . N 3 . - R el
~ler wave as soon as "more reading matter on this theme starts to appear?”,
or in Horchem's characterization of the phenomenon as a normal pProcess

of research and discussion,lo constitute in reality an attempt to tone

down & potentially very embarrassing state ol affairs.

Tt is not only the quantity of material offered, however, which has

5 211 14 st . e esvalusts
caused concern in certain circles but above all its nature. To evaluats

" G e § : TS tiar e
the character of the Hitler-wave oné Can take Festis film = fHitler = a
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calvol 4o 4 oiample,

as young people especially showed great interés%i A*Sﬁfvey reve§1é&'that
) bh

7% of -
17j of young people between 16 and 24 intended to see the film, 43% said

t} 1ight 11 Certai :
hey mighte. 8rvaln cinemas offersd additional performances at reduced

g 12
prices for school groups.”” Morsover it ig likely that the film will be

used in schools for the purpose of historical-political education. In-

~desd certain states (e.g.
13

Bavaria) have already purchased ths film with

this aim in mind.
According to Fest the film was intended; now that the first phase
during which it was impossible to bs completely dispassionate had passead,;

to ask the questions which Hitler raised in a more objective and rational

14 s N X
Manners Previously; in Feat's view, "one had either praised Hitler or

at lsast emphasized the positive aspects...or one had damned him as an

15

amoral politician..." ” Now it was nscessary to see both sidss and to

look mors closely at the origins of the considerable support hs enjoyeds
"Ag & oriminal he would never have bscoms popular; and if hes had only
been ths harmlsss motorway builder he would without any doubt not havs
been able to attain this extraordinary popularity and these successes

which he certainly did achieve and not have had this resonance which
, | . : . 16
he undoubtedly lad during long periods of his rule.

If one could accept the evaluation of the film by the 'Film Evalua~-

~tion Centre Wiesbaden (Filmbewertungsstelle Wiesbaden, FBW) i.e. of

partiocular value'!, then it would appear that Fest was successful in his

4 17 . ON~
attempt to produce an objective view of Hitler and his time.”  The con-
~servative and parts of the liberal press schoad this evaluation of the
film. 'Die Welt' was of the opinion that Fest "broke through the conoep=

=tual stersotypes (Dankgchabloﬁaﬁ} of antifascist peoples’ pedagogy in &

i
i

- & 2 ok & A . % e em A ”’,“" (“.
oreédible manner, drew a more exact picture of the epoch and of its man

1 P " ~PFLei segan of the ‘Gsar=
than ever Eéfﬁf@;“la iDer Arbeitgeber', the official organ v

~man Federation of Employers (BDA) asserted that whe film was, "thanks
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to its authenticity, irreproachable."l? Heinz Héhne of 'Der Spiegel'

noted that "For the first time Federal German film-makers free the Lead-

—-er who had degenerated into a celluloid monster from the conceptual

stereotypes of antifascist instruction films (Aufklirungsfilme) and draw

a credible and also historiographically reliable picture of Hitler and
his epoch." " Somewhat disconcerting however is the degrse of conformity
between the above views and those to be heard in unsquivocally sxtremist
circles; that is, held by those who have an interest in playing down (or
denying} the excesses of NS rule whilst stressing its alleged positive
sidses. Ths NSDAP/AO notes "Not one of us had expscted to ses a complstely
objective film about thse Leader. The time is still not ripe for that
sesWithout doubt the negative moments in the film (constituts) a
concession to the "spirit of the age® and to the film distributors...

But now enough of the weak points in the film. Since it really does not
deservs to be criticised sharply. One could hear too many nsw sounds for
that. Here thers is talk of the Lsader as the German revolutionary who
made an imprint on a whole century and of the man who was not to be
bought, not by capital nor by other groups...To conclude one can sayi

The film is certainly not how we imagine a film about Adolf Hitler and
National Socialism. We accept this film however because it serves a
quite definite function. And this function consista of promoting a change

in the portrayal of Adolf Hitler so that to a greater degree aryans find

) R . e
the way to National Socialismes.”  Similarly in the'INZ® ons ocould

read "Now old sterectypes (Klischeevorstellungen) digintegrats and ths

first. if still timid, glimmers of the truth are appearing on the horizon
4 5§ = = el

ces Aptonished, the film=gosT who is used to everything being palntad

black finds out that in the 111 Reich there were bright and dark sidas,

that considerable injustice took place but that also positive achiava=
regime oould ba recorded whioh are still impressive %oday
I'85 ¢ g ;

-

=fments of ths
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and even, in parts, worth imitating. m22 is support \ 1
s pa s worth imitating,n This support for the film from

rightist circles (and likewise the violent opposition it provoked on the

Left) would seem to suggest that a closer analysis of the film is necess-—
-arys

There is—;ittle doubt that many of the films of a didactic nature
about the period of German history in question concentrated on the exce-
=sses of NS rule, the concentration and extermination camps etc. and that
conseguently the considerable popular support for the regime and for Hit-
~lerremained inexplicable, In this light Fest's aim to explain this
support would appear quite legitimate, However, in focusing on publie
support it would appear that the excesses of National Socialist rule whi-
-ch were a key component of the regime have been relegated very much to

second place., As an example one can take the book "Hitler—eine Karrisre-

~
7
[

A

Bildband zum grossen Dokumentarfilm, Here; out of a total of 180 pages.
of individual frames from the film, only approximately 22 (12%} depict

the harsher realities of the period - death and destruction through war,

and political opponents, concentrate

persecution of Jews and other races

~ion camps etc.. . Approximately 10 of these pages (i.e almost 50%) dep=

~ict the destruction of Germany by allied actions, Against this back-

ground the support for the film from right-extremist circles becomes more
comprehensible whilst, at the same time, the fact that the excesses are

not completely ingnored explains the case for objectivity.

A further point which must be raised here is whether the focus on

public support does in fact contribute to a greater understanding of this

portrayal gives little indication of the

support. For one thing Fest's

fact that "The plebiscites and the mass demonstrations shown were not

the result of a growing loyalty of the population but were intended to

create it and to help to legitimize that which the regime had already

carried sut . 124 Secondly the scenes of mase jubilation ere incapable of
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conveylng any indication of the fact that these 'masses! were made up. of

particular social categories of people. Nor does the sound track, whet
' : T5 W

=her documentation or commentary, elaborate, but rather reinforces thé

impression given visually that the whole population was involved

Goebb~

-els speaks for example of *the whole nation' and the commentary asserts

"Agreement with the masses carried him...and the eople, unknowing, bele
H

-ieving, many until the end, followed him."’? That in reality workers
were considerably underrepresented among NSDAP supporters (thosé who did

support fascism coming chiefly from agricultural areas and regions with
small industry and, to a certain extent, from towns where the left-wing

of the NSDAP was dominant) and that the social base of the Nazi movement

was made up of predominantly middle class elements whose susceptibility

£,

was founded, amongst other things, on their impoverishment due to the
continuing process of industrialization and concentration of capital, the
war and inflation, and the severe economic crisis of the 1930s, does not
emerge clearly. "The economic crisis and unemployment are admittedly
mentioned in the film, can however with the rapid succession of the port-
~rayed party meetings and marches be scarcely noticed let alone apprec~
~iated in their unequalled importanCe."26 For Pest =« and this is to a
large extent attributable to the biographical approach adopted - the
mass support is primarily the result of Hitler's personal qualities¢27
Tn Fest's film and in his book, biography replaces sciéntific anale
~ysis of the various workings of the NS state. In his book; he asserts
"In him (j.e. Hitler) an.individual once again demonstrated the stupend-
~ous power of a solitary person Over the historical process' and in the
film Fest asserts "In him Jakob Burckhardtis word becomes true, that
history likes at times to condense itself in one mane“ZBThe consequence of

this personalisation of history is that important elements neceassary fox

an understanding of the period like, for example, the wole of violencse




end ideology, the parts played by tne army and big business, are either

omitted or appear to be of merely secondary importance.29 As an example

one can take Fest's view of the role of big business, Test evidently co-

-nsiders it ad te & ; .
nsiders equate to state "He coulgd neither be bought nor was he in

alliance with big business,

30

He only took money when it was given uncon-

- " . ,
~ditionally, This carte blance hay explain the favourable reception

of the film;by, for example, 'Der Arbeitgeber' and bourgeois newspapers.,

However, although the traditional Marxist view of National Socialism as

"the open terrorist dictatorship of the most agressive parts of German

monopoly capitalism"Blhas been discredited and there is an increasing
awareness that the NS successes were by no means due chiefly to the mil-
-lions invested by monopoly capitalism (on the contrary, apart from not-
-able exceptions, Thyssen, for example, big business was initially ext-
-remely sceptical of the Hational Socialists and its highly vocal left-
wing as borne out by the fact that the NWSDAP suffered acute, indeed in
certaln cases catastrophicyfinancial difficulties)Bzand that the fascist
leadership acted on behalf of neither the middle classes, nor big business,
nor the military noxr the bureaucracy, but essentially in its own inter-
nsts,BB by no means does this justify PFest's view. Once the NSDAP had
achieved mass movement status and had indicated convincingly that the
anti=capitalist aspirations of the left-wing would not be translated into
reality, both considerable sums of money were put at Hitlerfé disposal
by hig business and considerable pressure was exerted on Hindenburg to
make Hitler Chancellor, This does not mean to say that Hitler was bou=
~ght, Rather it was a question of mutual interest. Hitler needed the
cooperation of monopoly capitalism to enable him to successfully carry
out his foreign policy aims. & restructuring of the economy as envisaged
by the left-wing would have pade war impossible in the foresesable fut-

ure. On the other hand big business saw Hitler as capable of providing
=UTS e e =




at least, of making available new sources of ra§ materials’ It is evi -

j h ; : . ; .
~dent that Fest; in his film, does not do justice to the complexity of

this problem.

The shortcomings of Fest's film, the over-reliance on biography ‘the
?

extreme personalization of history and the over-emphasis on mass support

with a concomitant neglect of Nazi excesses is characteristic of the
Hitler-wave as a whole. Kolinsky notes that "'Hitler - a career' abounds
with pictures of mass jubilation and happiness. They are also the key
theme of photographs in journals and b00k50"34 Schneider in his study

of the magazine 'Das III Reich' asserts that "Completely in the bourgeois
tradition of writing history, the origins of fascism and its rise to
power are explained...in psychological terms and through personalization
.ssh4 global view of what fascism is; cannot be imparted in the magazins
"Das IITI Reich'; nowhere is there a serious attempt to outline the social

basis of National Socialism, the pre-fascisi environmen%.ﬁ§5

The Hitler-wave would not appear then to contribute to a deeper
wnderstanding of the phenomenon of National Socialism. What it would
appear to do; by neglecting the excesses of the WS regime and by focusing

on public support, is to bring about a "pevigion' or a ‘correction' of

previous historical interpretation. The i"hird Reich' emerges from this

re—interpretation as an "attractive, dynamic, though not flawless German

Pasté“BEKﬁhnl points out (and here he is referring speoifically to Fest's

film although this remains valid for the Hitler-wave as 2 whole) that

o i ar sticized ths "jubilant gs? and
although the excesses of fagclem are criticized the "jubilant masses’® =a

7] £ i ape not in any real Bsnssg
"happy faces® of the period before the war v

Lo § i . it hapoinsss
i.8. "Dictatorship as such appears ab @ system which brought happiness

3 .

[T%]
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The m . - -
ass of documentary material whilst appearing at first sight

wproblematic _ :
unp 1c seems to perform a similar function. According to Schneider
- b

the usage of the term 'documentation' can have the effect that the con-

~tent of, for example, a Hitler speech is seen as authentic whilst the

propagandist nature of the speech is ooncealed;38 The arrangement of the

material 1s also significant in this respect. Kolinsky writes that John
Jahr's series of records entitled 'Eip Volk; ein Reich, ein Fihrer’ ‘ends
on the final communiqué issued by the German high command which stresses

Lo ¥ SN N 5 L
that the 'struggle’ was 'heroic' and surrender "to the much stronger side

with full honour'. The soundirack then continues with the national anthem

interspsersed with the replies of the war criminals accused at Nirnberg
o 2T e S demw . i : A 39 ~ 3 s
ot zuilty,; not guilty.” The effect is increased on some records
by the inclusion of IS songs. Several critics are of the opinion
41

that the post-war commentary, if present (in many cases it is not) ", does

not nsutralize the negative effects of the documentation. Kolinsky is of

Uk

the view that "...it tends to whitewash rather than expose" and gives the

oY

following example : "The cheers of the people...which sound so macabre
today, were spontaneous and honest...The cheers of the people...about
the desired and speedy end of the war and the victory knew nothing of
the commissar orders..of the extermination of the Jews in the Lagt, of
plans for enslavement by the NS leadership and nothing = of hardship to

Comes"42 The Federal agency concerned with the protection of young peo=

-ple from potentially harmful literature (Bundespritfstelle fiir jugendge-

—fihrdende Schriften) showed itself to be of a similar view when banning

the open sale of ‘Signal‘=43 nyithout critical interjection the Nazi

propaganda machine of the people’s receiver (Volksempfinger) and the mass
T £ : &

vercize in gelf-justification in the German living
Al - L

rally continues its e

rooms of the seventies.

. 1 ~eered heres On the one hand it is
rl’sw.o quEST;lC‘nS remaln to be answerec




t to con :
importan sider the Possible origin of the sudden m3351ve increase

in the production of and the demand for literature about and documentation

and regalia associated with thig period of German history and the possi

~ble factors determining the particular character of the material, and

on the other hand, one must consider probable ar possible effects

The Hitler-wave has been variously attributed to a justifiable in-
~terest in historical truth, to the need for political stimulants in

right-extremist circles, to commercial factors and to a fashionable tre-

Lt

=nd, or to a combination of these factors§4 These 'explanations' seem

to raise more questions than they answer however. Why, for example, sho-
-uld Hitler and the 'III Reich' suddenly become 'fashiocnable!, why should

the commercialization have proved so lucrative, when, it is alleged, the

;erman population has been bombarded with information about this periocd

of German history for the last 35 years and wishes now only to be allowsd
to forzet? Or, to give another example; why should this sudden wide=
spread interest in the past occur in the séventies? In an attempt to
provide an answer to these questions Exner points to the similarities be-
~ftween the situation in the thirties which was essentially characterized
by unrest, fear, insecurity and dissatisfaction and that of the seventies
when one is becoming increasingly aware of a "fear and scepticism which
is becoming more and more widespread in view of disturbing phenomena

and developments" and of a "resigned 'We are helpless, the state ia weak,

democracy has failed‘5"46 A repetition of thosse problems = esconomic cri-~

~sis, unemployment - which brought forth National Socialism and which

H

the Wational Socialists claimed to be able to resolve, seems to have cre-

—ated & new interest in National Socialism. This argument of course

presupposes a failure on the p

~led to learn from historical experience and a tendency on their part to

see the claims made by the National Socialists and by their latter-day

)
™
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ter i ; : 5 e
supporters concerning their successes in certain domains as being auth

~entic. Whether this is in fact the case will be considered later in

this chapter.

As far as the effects of the phenomenon of the Hitler—wave are conc

—-erned one must point out firstly that there can be little doubt
H

consid-~

—ering the simultaneity of the two phenomena, that there is a close

casual relationship between the Hitler-wave and the recent trends on the

extreme Right in the Federal Republic, notably the radicalization to neo—

Nazi positions and recent tendencies towards more public forms of action.
The Hitler-wave is in fact an important component of the present politic-
~al climate in the Federal Republic which, as pointed out earlier, permi-
~tted and promoted the emergence of a more‘‘'extreme' version of right

47

extremism,. In somewhat more concrete terms one can say that not only
has the Hitler-wave had a very direct effect, in that it has put at the
disposal of young people who were searching for something with which they
could identify and who were searching for a way of expressing a profound
dissatisfaction with their lot, something which is ideally suited to
serve these functions, but also a more indirect effect in as much as it
has brought about a general desensibilization towards National Socialism
~ Broder provides examples to support the view that "...The term Nation-
-al Socialism,..no longer arouses that horror which is inhe;ent in itw
and to illustrate an "increasing tolerance towards Nezi tendencies and

48 which, in turn, lowered the threshhold inhibiting the use

49

phenomena ™

of NS symbols etc. for purposes of provocation and identification’ and

which undoubtedly increased the scope for actions by neo-Hazi groups.,

The neo-liazi leader Kihnen notes how "...the so-called Hitler-wave led

erung) of public opinion.®

-

to g moderation (Auflock

Whilst there can be little dount that the increase 1n neo=1ascist

tendencies and activities is the most spectacular and immediate consequs
=] cle gL A &
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~ence of the Hitler-wave, it is not necessarily’thetpnécﬁhieh giveé the

most cause for concern. A further consequence is that on a scale unpre-
~cedented in the Federal Republic it has become possible for Germans to

talk, or rather talk openly, about this particular aspect of their nate

~ional history, a phenomenon which possesses an inherent capacity to pro-

-mote, indeed is largely a pre-condition for, new positive developments

as regards the process of 'Vergangenheitsbewaltigung' i.e. coming to ter—

. 51 .
-ms with the past. What is important, however, is not necessarily that

one talks about it but, above all, how one talks about it. In this case

"Hitler becomes like you and I and in this way the person is distorted,
made light of, made harmless, A rogue...intelligent and ambitious, gen—
~ial even...Hitler becomes to a certain extent repeatable, he becomes
possible..s « However not everything suits 'our Hitler' any more: not
the millions of gassed Jews...not the total war of ahnihilation.,,but the
motorways, the reorganisation of the economy...d0.ss . And it is prec-
~isely that which is alarming about this cleverly constructed Hitler-wave;
one can not only talk about such a purified Hitler but, unexpectedly, he

W!52

becomes a possibility in our time. A somewhat similar point of view

is put forward by Kogon who notes that the Hitler-wave ", .e.concealed wit-
-hin itself the danger of normalising our relationship (Umgang) with

historical National Socialism, which was an inhuman systems; as if it had

o3

been something of which one could in some respects approve,
Above all, however, in view of its particular nature, it is aptly
suited to strengthen those views on Hational Socialism and of dictator-

-ghip and those political attitudes which do not conform to pluralist

lemocTac which. as will be shown later in this chapter; are alrsady
; + ; 1

widespread within the Federal Republic, and thersby increase the latent

. . b i . Tt i e in our view that the real dan-
potential for right-extremism. It 18 here 1

) ot that in view of the Tstability’ of the Fed=
-ger lies, Those who assert that in Vievw

et
™
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-eral Republic there is little likelihoogd thétfthé'H e h ,
b the Hitler-wave will have

an immediate effect on the existing political constellatlon or that fhé

Hitler-wave 1s not indicative of a return or g strenothenlng of the Nat

; 54
-ional Socialist ideology,”™" are essentially stating the obvious whilst

at the same time avoiding the real issue as defined above

According to Kuhnl there is a close relationship between the Hitler—

wave and the so-called fswing to the right', the gradual move towards the

authoritarian state allegedly envisaged by the ruling classes: ",,,If

one wishes to put forward the strong authoritarian state...as the rescu=~
-ing alternative...the German fascism of the past must now be portrayed
in a new light. This is the actual function of the so=called Hitler—wavee"55
However; although there seems little reason to dispute the view that the
Hitler-wave does serve the function of preparing the ground ideologically
for a move to the right, this does not necessarily mean, as Kihnl's ana=
=lysis seems to imply, that this function is the result of a conscious
decision on the part of those who have produced the material which makes
up the Hitler-wave. In fact it is more likely that the particular nature
of the Hitler-wuve which determines its function is determined less by
any underlying political aims than by commercial factors. Schneider's

comment on the illustrated magazine ‘'das Dritte Reich' is particularly

interesting in this respect: "One reproach especially must be made: the

evident calculation of the editors to obtain as wide a range of people as

possible as readers by portraying facts to a certain extent ambiguously

and consequently susceptible to a subjective interpretation... . The

opportunity of informing wide sectors of the population with new journal=

—istic and technical meanss CorreCuly and comprehensively about the per-

~iod of National Socialist rule in Germany and over large parts of Furope

and about the pre-requisites of the NS regime seems to have been squand-

this venture, which uti=-

. e 3 nomic success of thi
-ered, What remains 18 the economlc




~lised the deficit of knowledge about National Scéiélism/in the popula-

~tion just as much as the latent or overt inclination of many comtempor—

=aries to want to succumb once again to the alleged fascination of Hitler,

Calculated misunderstanding and intentional ambiguity in the text and

lmagesrhelped to bring about this economic successa"56 The predominance

of commercial over didactic considerations hag meant that the Hitler-

oy Y = =S T 13 - -y 5 5
wave, rather than counteracting erroneous popular views)7on Hitler and

Jational Socialism, has reflected and strengthened fhese views,

g,
&
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Schools

It is not only the increase in neo=Nazi activities and the Hitlex~

wave which have brought the present discussion about neo=fascism in the

gspecially school=children to neo=Nazi propaganda as is indicated by a
massive increase of neo=Nazi and anti-semitic tendencies in schools and
youth ceantres. Jokes about the fate of Jews in the 'Third Reich' are
rife among German school-children. National Socialist symbols are dau=-
~bed or scratched onto class-room and corridor walls and desks. Young
children greet each other with the NS salute. Detailed reporlis request—
—ed from district school administrations by Rasch, the Senator responsi-
—ble for schools in West Berlin, in February 197¢ revealed that since
the Dbeginning of the school year 1978/79 in Berlin schools 55 antisemitic
. . 58
and neo-Nazi incidents were registered involving 62 pupils.
Although more recently critics have noted that the increase in the
frequency of such incidents towafds the end of 1978 and at the beginning

of 1979 seems to indicate that they may be attributable to the consider—

-able emphasis placed on informing children about this period of German

129




history by the BEducation Ministers in the wake oflihe“46th ammiversary

of the so-called 'Reichskristallnaunt? and the transmission of the 'Hol

. . .
ocaust' series i.e, may represent some kind of psychological defense

. . 5
mechanism (Abwehrreaktion), 7 there is in fact a widespread consensus of

opinion that the susceptibility of school-children is above all & conse=
-quence of a Iack of knowledge about this period of German historya6o

From his analysis of 3,000 children's essays Bossman came 1o the concle

=usion that in their heads there is for the most part ®total confusion

about Hitler, his cronies and the political system of the *Third Reich'
represented by them. VWhat they know about our most recent past can be
termed at best a preposterous collection of shallow (vordergrundig) half-
truthsa”61 Whilst Bossman's methodology has come under considerable cri—
~ticism his general findings would nevertheless appear to be essentially
correct. A representative poll of young people undertaken by EMNID in
1977 revealed that 21% had a very bad, 28% a bad and 25% an average know-
~-ledge of contemporary German history. Only 19% had a good and only 7%
a very good knowledge.62 Similarly Bossman's findings that the situat-
-ion was particularly worrying as far as children in elementary (Haupts—

63

~chulen) and technical schools (Berufsschulen) were concerned “are also

confirmed by other sources. Another Emnid poll for example conducted
among 16 to 24 year olds and asking them to evaluate their knowledge abo-
~ut Hitler revealed that 57% of elementary school-children estimated that

they knew 'little' or 'as good as nothing' about Hitler, 33% of secondary

school=children but only 11% of grammer school pupils.

The shortcomings in the knowledze of young people about Hational

Socialism has profound implications as regards a correct evaluation of

non-organised neo-Nazi tendencies. "It is a completely different matter

if a politician...a teacher or, on the other hand, a youngster paints

wastikas on walls; a youngster who has learnt nothing about National Soc=
=) =AY Y =y




~ialism at school and at best knoys from his‘parents that Hitler ﬁad

motorways built and solved the unemployment problem," This type of

non-organised activity should not be Seén as an expression of National

Socialist convictions (This is not even the case as pointed out earlier
9

with organised tendencies), nor indeed, even as an expression of National

Socialist sympathies. From Bammé's case study of '"Fascist tendencies at

school! it emerged that even pupils who tended more towards the Left were

. 1ved 66 -
involved. Such activity, and here there is a broad consensus of opini-

-on, would appear to constitute above all a form of protest which stems
from the failure of society to give young people the opportunity to iden-
=tify with it. It is for this reason that one should not consider it
totally harmless. Many of those who supported the National Socialists
‘were not in factcaninced fascists but, like young people of today, were
above all looking for a way out of their m_{sery.67

That non=organised 'neo~fascist'! activities are by no means neces-
—-sarily indicative of anti-democratic beliefs does not mean that such
tendencies do not exist or indeed are not widespread among young West Ge-
~rmans as is clearly indicated by the results of numerous opinion polls
which moreover reveal a clear correlation between such tendencies and
educational levels. A recent study showed that 29% of elementary school-

children and 16% of children in secondary modern schools but only 9% of

-

e 2 BB L
grammer school pupils evaluated Hitler on the whole positively. Simi=

=larly a study undertaken in 1968 showed that 43% of non-academic youth

but only 9% of students appwoved of the statement '"National Socialism was

- S / and 919 rean
basically a good idea which was only wrongly executed” (56% and 91% resp-

-ectively rejected the statement)969 In view of the correlation between
sducational levels and knowledge about National Socialism Lhe above polls

- - - v w19 _iihoush it would appear important alsc
at lesst sympathies for it," although it would appear Impos

]
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for example,

Above all these polls seem to confirg that the few thousand organ-

-ised right-extremists "constitute the tip of an iceberg; for a missing
?

unsatisfactory or false historical and an underdeveloped, or non-existent

democratic consciousness are Characteristic for large numbers of young

. X 1
people in the Federal RePUbllC."7 Other polls could be cited to supp-

-ort this. A survey for German television among the younger generation

who were born during the war or later revealed that 309 favour a one pa-=
-rty state and the return of some strong man of government.72 A study

by Walter Jaide in 1976 of the political views of 17-19 year olds brou=
~ght him to the conclusion that 15% of this category of young people were
resolute right-extremists (entschieden),73 A recent study by Emnid rev-
—-ealed that 48% of young people in Bavaria had no objections to a ‘dicta-
=tor! as long as he was 'capable! and a istatesman*.'m The affinity of
the above views to the ideological position of the extreme Right says
much about the alleged marginality of the latter. One must point out he-
=re however tnat this affinity is by no means a new development. The
views of young people have not undergone a massive swing to the right as
some critics seem to imply,75 Anti-democratic attitudes havg in fact
been widespread among West German youth since the founding of the Federal
Republic. The view that this youth was until very recently predominantly

left-oriented arose as a result of a failure to distinguish sharply eno=

<ugh between West German youth as a whole and the highly vocal left-wing

76

student movement,

Tt is important now to try and explain why the views and attitudes

noted above are so widespread among West German youth. Whilst pseudo=

- . L. b Hatd cpcialism and the "Third Reich® which
documentary material about National Socialls




has been produced specifically for young people éuch as for example  the
landser=Hefte! e 2 le: the

following section), this state of affairs would appear above all to cons

~titute a massive indictment of the political and historicsl education

provided in West German schools,
Before looking at some of the more important specific criticisms of

especially the teaching of history in West German schools, one must first

consider whether a problem exists at all, 4 history teacher writing in

'die Zeit' argued that even highly gifted children have only a partial
insight into the complexity of historical processes and that thess child=
~ren constitute a minority which is not more numerous than "that minoxrity
which for example in the natural sciences ism well acquainted with elesme=
~ntary fundamental principles in Chemistry and Physics whilst still at
schcoi.”77 In this view Bossman's study reveals nothing unusual, on the
contrary, it is what one must expect. On the other hand, however, it is
difficult to see how this argument renders the given state of affairs the
~at young people know very little about fascism any less disconcerting,
especially in view of the fact that the detailed study of historical fas-
—~cism is generally considered one of the chief means of imparting a demo-
=cratic consciousness in young people. The view that lmowing about the
basic law is "certainly more important than knowing the dates of Hitler's
birth and death7"78 which also tends to suggest that there is no real
problem in this area, must also be differentiated, Whilst it is correct

that the uncritical memorizing of dates and events is more or less worth-

~legs. the value of the Basic lLaw can be clearly illustrated by contrast-
less,

w=ing it with the National Socialist systems

Cyiticism of the teaching of history in the Federal Republic atarts




at the highest possibdle level namely the ministerial framework guidelines

and the curricula. Considerable criticism is, for example, directed aga
. -

«inst the decree decided upon at the conference of the Ministers of Edu—

~cation in 1962 which compels teachers to teach the so=called totalitari-

—anism theo i i .
anism t Iy« This theory is now considered even by bourgeois critics

to provide only a very inadequate explanation of the phenomenon of Natio-

- . q 80 .
-nal Socialism. The time element is also frequently criticized, . Rabe

cites the case of secondary schools in West Berlin where only 10 hours

are prescribed for a consideration of the numerous aspects of the NS phe~
=TI0MEN0N & It is important to point out here yet again that in evaluat-
=ing the adequacy or otherwise of the time devoted to the NS era one must

take into account the special role attributed to this in the Federal Rep-

It is not only the number of hours prescibed for the treatment of

National Sccialism which has caused constsrnati

(@]
=

1 but also the number of

o]

hours actually spent on this theme., A study undertaken by the second Ge-
~rman television channel revealedt that en average 80 hours were spent on
the period of Karl the Great whilst only 7 were devoted to National Soc=
~ialism although the framework-guidelines and the curricula prescibed 8
and 10 hours respectivély.82 This state of affairs is by no means att=-
~ributed by critics, as one history teacher tends to imply?é to the fail-
~ings of history teachers, to their entanglement in the 'guilt problems?

of the NS system. It is self-evident that this factor became less and

less significant as time passed. The limited time spent on National Soc-

~ialism (and the fact that occasionally this topic is omitted completely)

is considered above all to be a further consequence of the frameworks

guidelines and the curricula which prescribe a chronological approach

to the teaching.of .histaryeadf Often there is simply insufficient time

available to treat more recent historical events with an adequate degres

134




of thoroughness. The chronological approach alSo?mééns hat this'*épeét

of German history is taught to intermediate classes when the pupils are

at an age when for reasons of developmental psychology their capacity to

learn is at its lowest. This should not be seen primarily as a factor

exculpating teachers and German schools for the shortcomings in the know-

=ledge of young people about National Socialismg85 Rather it points

directly to a need to revise the curricula so as to permit an earlier

treatment of this subject,

It is unlikely that developmental psychological factors are the only
or even the primary determinants: here, From their own experiences as

teachers, Hochmut and Jansen came to the conclusion that since a rational

systematic or chronological treatment of National Socialism did not int=
=grest pupils and interest became apparent only when with the year 1933
the chronological approach was dropped and the persscution of Jews and

concentration camps were discussed, it appeared more logical to start
e s - 86 . ) L e
with that perticular aspect. This would seem to suggest a need to link

a rescheduling of the curricula with further didactic innovations.
Another major area of concern is that of teaching materials espec=
-ially text-books and history text~books in particular. A major critic—
—ism of the '50s was the degree to which National Socialism and particu=
=larly the 'Holocaust' was neglected in German text-books. Certain
critics are of the view that a similar situation still exisfs today, at
least as far as certain books are concerned. One of the examples cited

at a conference organised by the Education and Science Trade=Union (GEW)

was that of the history text-book for vocational schools by Hugo Andreas

which devotes only 4 sides to National Socialism but 14 to the first wore

-1d wareBT on the whole, however; there is & broad consensus that

quite considerable improvements have been achieved in this area over rat

~ent years, & veport on thé results of several research projects with

)
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the theme 'History and Religion of the Jewish people! undertaken at the
University~of Duisburg came to the conclusion that since about 1965 'the

cultural contribution of the Jews in the 20 century' and above all the

'Holocaust! had been treated to an increasing degree in the relevant hext

books. In one text-book series 20% of the space is devoted to informat—

~ion about Jews. Some devote 10 to 20%.. For the majority the proportion

: / N
is 5 to 10% and in only a few 1 to 5%, In this information the 'Holocaust'

. . 88
occupies a key position. According to Kremers a parallel development

is in evidence as far as the portrayal of the N3 period in general in
text=books for historical and political education is concerned.89

The improvements made in this area do not mean that all the problems
have been solved. According to Klonne, "the information about fascism
is concentrated too much on the portrayal of the history of the Third
Reich and of the second world war (whereby a disproportionately large
space is dévoted to information about mititary events). Mentioning the
criminal NS Jewish policy and several other terrorist or dictatorial
characteristics of that system...then provides the basis for a moral con-
=demnation."9o This approach would appear however to have serious defe
—~iciencies. The confrontation of children with photographs ofmounds of
corpses and victims does not necessarily politicize and indeed sgometimes
brings about the very oppositee91 Cagtner's reports of school=children
shouting and applauding at violent scenes and Nazi sayings dﬁring docus,
-mentary films on the Third Reich illustrate this clearlys92 There app=
—ear to be two possible explanations for this phenomenon. For one thing
the portrayal of fascist terror appears to overtax the conceptual cap-

~acity of young people and secondly it seems closely linked to the fact

that whilst teaching materials are designed to bring forth moral indlig-

etion and feelings of guilt, imoral compulsion is often the beat enemy
=aT101 an €e & =}

w3 Tt does not take the person who is learning seriously




in his capacity to draw his own conclusions fr&gfthe facfuél;dbcuﬁén%“

—ation. Against such a compeiled setting of values on the basis of the

teachers authority barriers and protest are then mobilized.94 ForiGamm
the main reason for this type of response is the inability of the person
who is learning to identify with the people being persecuted which is
always the case when instead of an individual the fates of an anonymous

group are portrayed. He therefore suggests that it would be preferable

to follow the path of the victims using the example of specific individe-
_ual 95 A similar v .

=uals. simllar approach is suggested by Radkau for other aspects of
the Third Reich: "...social and economic history which at national level
inevitably remains very abstract, become the life history of real people
at local level; the relationships between politics, the economy and socs

=lety which at the level of the state can only be reconstructed as com-
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for the moral condemnation of the régime would appear to be inadequate
also in as much as it constitutes a unidimensional view of what is ess-
—-entially made up of two components: terror and integration. By concen-
~trating on the 'terror' aspect, the information provided at schoolg is
often found by children to conflict with views heard from parents and

others who often did not experience the NS era merely as one of fear and

suffering. This apparent contradiction can lead children to the conclus-

. . ] . 91
—~ion that the information provided at gschool is one=gided and biased.

Moreover in this view the considerable support or acceptance of the reg-

-ime by large numbers of individuals must necessarily remain largely
unexplaineds

A further criticism of history books 18 their tendency to persons=

Despite the very positive conclusions




Kremers was able to draw from his study of the treatme t: f th
nt o e

in CGerman text

HDlDCaust'

~books he n
evertheless found it necessay to eXpress con=

- that
cermn in several cases a tendency was in evidence to portray the

| 98 .
Holoscaust as Hitler's doing. This, it is asserted; is equally valid

. r as t ic
as far as the phenomenon of National Socialism in general is concerned

Thers would appear to be an ovér-emphasis on, for éxample; Hitler with a

sancomitant neglect of other aspects such as the collaboration: of conssr—
=vative groups and bourgeois sectors of society,

99

hureausracys

big business and the

The above assertions which have resulted from analyses of text-books
can be substantiated. A survey undertaken by WGbefIOG in the framework
of a seminar at the University of tflinster in 1978 revealed that the vast
majority or 78% of those asked were of the view that Versailles, the
economic corisis and Hitler's personality had been put forward during their
tima at school as the causes of the take-over of powsr by the National
Zocialists whilst only a minority or 27% remembersd that they had besn
informed about the role of big business and agrarian interests. The same
survey indicated also that resistance to the National Socialist regime on
the part of the workers! movement had been neglected. Only % of the
students participating in the survey were able to state that the same ime

~portance had been attached to resistance from this quarter as to resist-

-ance from bourgeois-military circles (eaga the 20 July attempt on Hit-

~ler's 1ife). This phenomenon can also be attributed %o the peracnallzed

to the view that historical processes are essentially
01

approach to history,

a function of the acts and wills of 'important’ men-

The shortcomings of schools in building up reaistance to rightist

{deologies and modes of behaviour resulted in a demand on the part of a
Wide pange of interested parties, including anti-fasocist groups; frads=
nions and Tducation Ministers, for greater stress 0 be placed in sch=

P




—ools on imparting knowlegge about historical FaSéi#ﬁi-?More recently

esponse has been itics
criticized by teachers and educationalists as bei-

-ng too simplistic,

this T

probably ineffective and possibly counter-productive,
In an analysis of the r8le of political education in combatting righte

wing extremism among young people, Paul writes that it is diffioult to

see how "Selidarity and democracy as everyday orientations and modes of
behaviour (can) be quasi administratively prescribed in artificially fr-

-agmented learning units (Lerneinheiten) in a hierarchically organized,
) : v

achievement oriented, individualistically structured school systema“loz
Eigenwald warns that a too rigorous and intensive treatment of a subject
can bring defence mechanisms into action3103 Morsover it is argued that
instructions issued to schools by Bducation Ministers cannot constitute a
complete solution to the problem since neofascist tendencies are not sime—
=ply the result of contact with elements of the fascist ideclogy but are
also a direct consequence of the experiences of young people today ¢ "In

their eagerness to issue directives the representatives of the Education.
Ministries mostly forget to investigate...the social origins of (neo)
fascisme.s The relationship between authoritarian personality and poli-
~tical beliefs does not trouble them unduly; they do not see in which
multifarious often subtle weys the new subject is being formed in our
sooiety,"lo4 Finally one cannot ignore the simple truth thgt children

often accept least what they hear at school and from teachers who repre

105

—~esent the adult world and its valuess
The ability of schools to counteract neofascist and antidemocratic

tendencies is evidently subject to serious limitations. Whilst didactic

innovations may improve the situation, they cannot eradicate all of these

limitations. It must therefore be underlined that an adequate response

Wwill necessarily be composed of a combination of pedagogic and political

MeEAVUIEes
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4.3 Eolitical attitudes and the Dopular7evalu/atién:séfr/f/}iéf/NS pést-'

In the preceding section some of the shortcomings in the area of

historical and political education in West German schools were outlined
ne

These def iciencies explain only partially the prevalence among young West

Germans of antidemocratic political attitudes and of erroneous views on

the National Socialist past. The role of pseudo-documentary sources and

more recently the Hitler-wave in this respect have already been mentioned.,

[
=ty
-

importance also is the role of parents and relatives. BRabe sees the

latter as "One of the most important,

. ,106 )
information.s.' Bossman's study, does not merely highlight ths short-

if not the most important source of

}_.I

comings of history teaching in German schools as some critics suggasi:,’l’m

but Yalso reveals facets of a popular’image of Hitler and National Booci=
Al e e o 108
~alism shaped by discussions and remarks in the family circle.®

This would appear to be confirmed by the results of opinien polls
concerning the popular eveluation of the National Socialist past and po-
~litical attitudes in generale A study by the Kehrmann institute showed
that 85.7% of the population are 100%, to a large extent or at least par-
~tially of the view that Hitler provided for law and order, T7767% that in

reality he always wanted the best, 80,3% that his personality was impress-

109

~ive and imposing and 68% that he was a genial kind of person. A poll
conducted by the Allensbach institute in 1975 revealed that 21% of those

aged 30 or over were of the opinion that Hitler would have been move cap=
110

—able of solving today's problems than those presently responsible,

Between 1962 and 1975 6 polls were conducted asking the question: "Every-

thing that was built up between 1933 and 1939 and much more was destroyed

by the war, Would you say that without the war Hitler would have been

one of the greatest statesmen? On average more than a third of those

" I / - p. ’ p U/
questioned answered in the positive (196233655 15651550 19641295, 19671327%
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1972:35%, 1975:38%). Less than half of the réspoﬁ&e

=173 LY view (1962345%9 1963:44%, 1964144%, 1967:52%' 1972248%, 1975:44%) 111

One of the most recent studies concerning political attitudes in the Fe-

~deral Republic is that underteken by Habermehl, Habermehl came to the

conclusion that although the vast majority of West Germans assert that

democracy 1s preferable to dictatorship, for mafly this fundemental supp-

~ort for democracy was not without reservations, Over 408 were for exam-
-ple of the view that in at least one of several areas selected by Haber-
-mehl - solving unemployment, law and order, for example = a dictatorship
was superior to a democracyEIIQ Some other significant findings were
that 70% agreed with the view that what was needed "more than laws and
political programmes (were) selfless and incorruptible leadership person-
—alities™ and 42% that "the welfare of the community depends essentially
on the political leadership and that therefore this 1eadérship should bs
made as strong as passiblag“ll5
The evident similarity of views held by large sectors of the gene=
-rzl population to those held by the present younger generation and the

relative degree of consistency over a considerable number of years of the

percentage of those who hold such views are of course indicative of the

degree to which those views are passed on by parents to their children.
Significant also in this respect ig the fact that old prejudices have
survived., In his study of antisemitism in the Federal Republic Silberw

~mann came to the conclusion that between 15 and 20% of the population

had pronounced antisemitic prejudices and that a further %0% had latent

antisemitic tendenciess

The data provided by opinion polls is not only of gignificanes in

that it gives some indication as to the origins of political attitudes

and views on National Socialism held by young people but also in as much

a8 it shows that such attitudes are by no means restricted to the younger
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generation. This has profound implications ag ye ards. ,he potehtial foﬁ

right=extremism in the Federal Republic, Here, hdwevér; some caution mu-

=st be exerc1zedi In normgl circumstances, fundamenta] attitudes have

&

little influence on political behaviour and are not dangerous 115

can, for example, be foung in all the major parties,116

Moreover author-
—-itarian and antipluralist views are not only widespread in Germany but

also in other countries such as Britain and the United States which on

the whole are considered to be relatively immme to political extremism
and consequently those views cannot be seen as leading inevitably to pol-

-itical extremism. When dealing with right-extremism factors in addition

to fundamental political attitudes must be taken into consideration such

2

as, for example, the role of socially influential individuals (to exemp=

~1i thlS point Bcheuch cites the example of the sudden NSDAP succes:

4]

&g
in the 1932 elections in Schleswig~Holstein which were io a large sxtent

attributable to the fact that the leadership groups of the Tural popula=

117

~tion went over to the Nazis.

the NPD).118 Nevertheless it is true to say that in conjunction with

A similar phenomenon was observed for
other relevant factors (particularly pessimistic economic expectations)ll9
antidemocratic attitudes are of significance as regards the potential

for right»extremism.l2o This is particularly the case with those attit-
~udes relating to the NS pastﬂlQl Finally it should be mentioned that

the similarity of attitudes and views held by substantial numbers of the
West German population to those expressed by organised neo=Nazis would
appear to explain at least partially why neo-Nazi organisations and act=
«ivities have had so little impact on West German soclety. Thers has
been no evidence of widespread indignation or condemnations

: 1.4 gt titudes and views sghould not be
The prevalence of antidemocratic atti

B8 olely in terms of the intergenerational trensmisgsion of views and
n golely s

attitudes and of the failures of political and historical education, Tt
PRV R & 3 4 d
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must be related to the wider concept of what has becomé/#nown as 'Verga-
-ngenheitsbewaltigung! - 5 coming to terms with the past, or to paran>
=phrase Sontheimerfs definition, the process of working on the past in
such a way as to profit from the Hational Socialist experience as far

as the creatio: .
as e ation of a better, more humane, democratic order in the Fede=

-ral Republic is concerned (Frachtbarnachung der nationalsozialistische

o Veroanoonied & fo s
n Vergangenheit fur eine bessere, humanere, demokratische Ordnung in der

neuen Republik durch Aufarbeitung der VEFgangenheit)%22 The Tiational

Socialist experience did not = as many hoped and as some seem to imply

when noting that the Federal Republic is probably less susceptible to ex-

5%

=treme nationalism than other Furopean countrieslgj have a profound eff-

e . 12 _
~got on political attitudes, 4 What appears to have happensed is that

instead of a conscious attempt to came to terms with the past;, & process

of collective repression, a general desire to forget the past came to

characteris

N
ot
=
ay
=
@
o
%
m
H

Republic. Symptomatic of this Yirrational re=

155

~jection (Abwehr) of the past™ “are those cases documented where the

.

revelation that a particular individual was involved incriminal activite-
—ies during the Nazi period failed to arouse moral indignation on the pa-

-rt of the latter's friends, relatives and colleagues. On the contrary

. . , 126
very often they proved to be only toowilling to speak in his defence.

Public opinion on the Statute of Limitations for Nazi crimes is also

symptomatic. A 1978 survey showed that 65% of West Germans were in fav=
—=our of putting an end to Nazi trials. Only 32% were in favour of abol-
~ishing the Statute of Limitationsalz7 The phenomenon can be partially

explained by the well-known psychological process of eliminating proble

“ ¢ ¥ o s - § A B2 =5 1T 31, d
~ema by 'not remembering' by 'fozgettlng‘a As has offen been pointe

. Ll b oman i 257als o ot
out, however, other factors reinforced this tendency. The success of

; . N ' ‘eld ana the new sense of national
the Federal Republic in the economiC fie

L , . . ang even less willing to reflect on
pride it engendered rendered many Germans
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o 129 : /
the past. In the early stages of the Federal Repy iié.the onset of

the cold war and the resulting change in the attituds of the allies towar-

-ds Germany was also g contributary factor., The process of de=Nazific—

-ation, an attempt to prevent the past being simply forgotten, was to all
intents and purposes abandoned as the allies came to see Western Germany

more and more as a potential ally against the emerging Rastern bloc

Iven before this, however, the manner in which the de=Nazification procs
—ess was carried out had opened up the possibility of collective rapre=
=ssion instead of individual responsibilityglao

Finally it is worthwhile mentioning two other tendencies in addit-
=ion to repression and "forgetting' of which there ig evidence -~ that of
playing off crimes committed in the name of Germany against alleged cri-
-mes committed by the allies and that of playing down the extent of the
crimes. What is important here is the similarity betwsen these processes
and mechanisms and those which have been seen to constitufe an essential

charecteristic of right-extremism in the Federal Republic.ljl

4.4 'Holocaust' and a new phase?

Towards the end of the seventies an 'event' occured which seemed at
least potentially capable of reversing the trends and tendencies which
have been illustrated in the present study. .This was the screening in
January 1979 of the US TV series iHolocaust'. The public response to the

film was overwhelming, For the first installment 31% of the TV sets in

the Federal Republic were switched on, This percentage increased to 354

37 and 40 for the second, third and final installments respsctively.

‘ . e episod largs
48,1% of the adult population saw one OF more of the episodes. 4 23

proportion of sets were kept on for the discuscions following each epige
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-ode despite the late hour (11, 13,

the week during which the programmes were screened, the West German tele

~evigion service YARD? ]
RD' received over 30,000 telephone calls ih connection

; 133,
with them. "Teachers reported spontaneous *Holocaust' discussions in

schools. 81% of the viewers discussed the film with other people. 65%

felt deeply moved, 42% were ashamed to be Germanss"134 The impact of the

series cannot be interpreted solely in terms of the admittedly very inten-
- =pive publicity campaign which preceded its screening, The nature of the
film itself would appear to constitute a more significant factor, Unlike
documentaries on this subject in which the victims of Nazi persecution
appear as an anonymous mass impeding any identification of the viewers
with them; 'Holocaust' concentrated on the lives and experiences of one
particular (fictional) Jewish familye135

More important than the immediate public response is an evaluation
of the possible long-term effects. Much of the criticism of the seriss
would appear to be irrelevant in this respect in as much as it was focu-
~sed almost exclusively on aesthetic deficiencies and minor historical

136

innacuracies™ ” whilst avoiding the actual content of the film. The major

failing of the series was its inability to explain the phenomena docume
mented.137 It is evident that from something which cannot be explained,
no lessons, either for the present or the future, can be draynﬁ The
nature of many of the telephone calls the series provoked confirm that

the film did not bring about a greater understanding of what had happened

and was therefore unlikely to have any effects beyond the initial shock

and indignation. One of the three main themes which characterized the

majority of the calls could be paraphrased by the question "How could 1%

. . ..138 , V4 -he series was concerned with only one
have happened.” 58 Moreover since th

spect of National Socialism, namely the treatment of the Jewish peoplae,
aspect . :

it is likely that those who before divided National Sociallam into posdfe

e
I
31




-ive and negative elements, condemned its racist policies but pointed out
also its-many 'positive! achievements, could possibly continue to hold
this attitude after seeing it,159

Since 'Holocaust!

would not appear to contribute to a greater under-

~gtanding of Fascism, it is unlikely in the long-term to augment the

anti-fascist potential in the Federal Republic to any significant extent

This does not mean that the film was without value, (n the contrary, its

function was to interrupt the process of repression and, linked with this,
the tendencies towards a revision of historical interpretation and, on
the basis of its emotional effect, to bring about a renewed interest in
the Nazi past. In short 'Holocaust' created the preconditions, the frame
work for a move successful fcoping with the National Socialist pastf.

hether there will be a utilization of the potential which has been crea-

=%

a
o]
(3

s looked upon with considerable scepticism by numerous critics.
Tt remains to be seen whether the educational effort will maintain the

emotional momentum which was created. The postwar generation who profess—

—ed not to have known what happened has yet to show a desire to expand

140

their horizon beyond the programme.” It is significant that the 'boom!?

of material concerned with the NS era in magazines and on the book market
which followed the screening of the film soon died away and that by lMay
1979 at the latest 'Holocaust' was no longer a topic for the wider public.
Moreover there are powerful forces working against any real‘and profound

1
discussion about the past.

Finally it must be emphasized that the process of coming to terms

with the past is a long-term process. One film, whatever its inherent

@ ‘he shoT ings and failings of the las?
qualities, cannot make up for the shortcomings an 8 ey

35 years, The phenomena under discussion in the present study are symp=
. m

. A failur and. at the same time, of the
~tomatic of these shortcomings anc farlures all, HE

ne present pelitical system., Above all

serious legitimation deficits of t

146
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the phenomenon of neo-lgzi . ; ’
P nazism, the response to it and other related phen~

-omena constitute a warning sign, a clear indication that despite the

apparent stability of the political system which has evolved in the Fed-

—~eral Republic, National Socialism has not been overcome, has not been :

relegated to the past. It is necessary to take heed of this warning sign

and not to be satisfied with repeated and sigplistic assertions that at

the present time right-extremism does not constitute a serious threat to

the liberal democratic basic order in the Federal Republic. To date,
with the exception of those political and social circles which suffered
most under the Nazi regime - primarily trade-unions, socialist, liberal
and communist political parties and groupings and Jewish organisations =
very few people see or are willing to see the problem in these terms.

The unavoidable consequence is thet the latent threat from the far Right

will continue to co—exist with an apparently stable party democracy.
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